Introduction to the Day
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift
of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus.
It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true
for those “who have come out of the great
ordeal” in the Revelation vision.
It is true for us and for all the baptized:
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.

Fourth Sunday after Easter
May 12, 2019 – 10:00 AM
Welcome to Emmanuel !

Worship the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, and with
all your strength.
(Deuteronomy 6:5)

It is wonderful to worship with you today!
All are welcome regardless of your faith affiliation.
If you are a visitor worshiping today, we are blessed
by your presence. Please sign the guest book in the
Gathering Space, so we can keep in touch.

THE SERVICE

All parts of today’s worship service are printed in
this bulletin. This is a service of Holy Communion.
All God's people are invited to the table by our Lord
Jesus Christ. You will find instructions for Holy
Communion later in the bulletin.

PRELUDE
“Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!” (Cherwien)

Assistive hearing devices are available in the
Gathering Space.

“The Summons”

(Bell)

Restrooms are located in the hall off the Gathering
Space immediately to the left.
Parents with children are welcome to use the
children’s activity bags, located by the entrance to
the Sanctuary. If needed, our nursery room is at the
end of the hall off the Gathering Space.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please silence your phones, but feel free to post
pictures, videos, tweets or texts to social media.
Help us share the word of God!

Please stand as you are able.
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GATHERING HYMN

EASTER ACCLAMATION

We All Are One in Mission (WOV 755)

(The acclamation is spoken three times)

The Lord is Risen!

1 We all are one in mission;
we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united
by Christ, the Lord of all.
A single great commission
compels us from above
to plan and work together
that all may know Christ’s love.

The Lord is Risen Indeed. Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who
forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

2 We all are called to service,
to witness in God’s name.
Our ministries are diff’rent;
our purpose is the same:
to touch the lives of others
with God’s surprising grace,
so ev’ry folk and nation
may feel God’s warm embrace.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help
of your people, turning us from sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive forgiveness, and grow
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of
one another.

3 Now let us be united,
and let our song be heard.
Now let us be a vessel
for God’s redeeming Word.
We all are one in mission;
we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united
by Christ, the Lord of all.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be will you
all.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we
were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved.

And also, with you.

In the name of Jesus Christ ☩, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.
Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43

Now the Feast and Celebration (WOV 789)

A reading from Acts.
Refrain
Now the feast and celebration,
all of creation sings for joy
to the God of life and love and freedom;
praise and glory forevermore!

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was
Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted
to good works and acts of charity. At that time she
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they
laid her in a room upstairs.
Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who
heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with
the request, “Please come to us without delay.” So
Peter got up and went with them; and when he
arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the
widows stood beside him, weeping and showing
tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while
she was with them. Peter put all of them outside,
and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the
body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened
her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her
his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints
and widows, he showed her to be alive.

1 Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain,
whose blood has freed and united us
to be one great people of God. Refrain
2 Power and riches, wisdom and might,
all honor and glory to Christ forever. Refrain
3 For God has come to dwell with us,
to make us people of God;
to make all things new. Refrain

This became known throughout Joppa, and many
believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa
for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Word of God, word of life.
O God of peace, you brought again from
the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of
your eternal covenant, make us complete
in everything good that we may do your
will, and work among us all that is wellpleasing in your sight, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23 (KJV)
(read aloud together)
1 The

Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

2 He

maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he
leadeth me beside the still waters.
3 He

restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths
of righteousness for his name's sake.
Amen.

4 Yea,

though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Please be seated.

5 Thou

preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head
with oil; my cup runneth over.
6 Surely

goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house
of the Lord forever.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (LBW 235)

SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17
A reading from Revelation.

(please sing verses 1-2)

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude
that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, robed
in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They
cried out in a loud voice, saying,

1 Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me,
as once you broke the loaves beside the sea.
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;
my spirit waits for you, O living Word.
2 Bless your own truth, dear Lord, to me, to me,
as when you blest the bread by Galilee.
Then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall;
and I shall find my peace, my All-in-All!

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on
the throne, and to the Lamb!”
And all the angels stood around the throne and
around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor and power and
might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

GOSPEL: John 10:22-30
The holy gospel according to John.

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying,

Glory to you, O Lord.

“Who are these, robed in white, and where
have they come from?”

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place
in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking in
the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews
gathered around him and said to him, “How long
will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah,
tell us plainly.”

I said to him,
“Sir, you are the one that knows.”
Then he said to me,
“These are they who have come out of the great
ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not
believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name
testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do
not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I
know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish.

For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter
them.

No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my
Father has given me is greater than all else,
and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand.
The Father and I are one.”

They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the
sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their
shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the
water of life, and God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Word of God, word of life.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Thanks be to God
Please stand as you are able.
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THE APOSTLES CREED

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (LBW 235)
(Please sing verses 3-4)

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s
Creed

3 You are the bread of life, O Lord, to me,
your holy word the truth that rescues me.
Give me to eat and live with you above;
teach me to love your truth, for you are love.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

4 Oh, send your Spirit, Lord, now unto me,
that he may touch my eyes and make me
see.Show me the truth concealed within your
word, and in your book revealed I see my Lord.

I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

(please be seated)

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

SERMON
The Rev. John Heidgerd
After the conclusion of the Sermon, please stand as
you are able for the Hymn of the Day.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

HYMN OF THE DAY (LBW 474)
Children of the Heavenly Father

Amen.

1 Children of the heav’nly Father
safely in his bosom gather;
nestling bird nor star in heaven
such a refuge e’er was given.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
At the end of each petition, the minister will say
"Hear us, O God."

2 God his own doth tend and nourish,
in his holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things he spares them,
in his mighty arms he bears them.

The congregation responds:
"Your mercy is great.”

3 Neither life nor death shall ever
from the Lord his children sever;
unto them his grace he showeth,
and their sorrows all he knoweth.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

4 Though he giveth or he taketh,
God his children ne’er forsaketh;
his the loving purpose solely
to preserve them pure and holy.

Let us now share a sign of God’s peace with each
other.
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OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Please be seated as we make our offerings to God.

Let us pray. Blessed are you…
O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by
day you shower us with blessings. As you
have raised us to new life in Christ, give us
glad and generous hearts, ready to praise
you and to respond to those in need, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

OFFERTORY
Handbell Choir Anthem: “The Shepherd”
(Bradbury, Arr. by Childers)
Please stand as you are able.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING (sung responsively)

OFFERING SONG
As the Grains of Wheat (WOV 705)
Refrain
As the grains of wheat once scattered on
the hill were gathered into one
to become our bread;
so may all your people from all the ends of
earth be gathered into one in you.

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our
midst, may we share the presence of your love.
Refrain

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come
when all creation shares this feast with you.
Refrain

EASTER PREFACE (sung by pastor)
It is our duty and delight,
that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O God
for the glorious resurrection
of our Shepherd Jesus Christ,
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with the Apostles and all the witnesses
of the resurrection, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (please sing)
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in
Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union
with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim together
the mystery of faith.
Christ has died;
Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be
for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be
for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his
blood.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit
in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours,
almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as
Jesus taught us.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

God, you are most holy,
and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and
resurrection, you delivered us from slavery and
removed the sting of death, making with us a new
covenant by water and the Spirit. And gave birth to
your church.
And who, on the night in which he was betrayed
took bread, gave thanks and broke it. He gave it to
those gathered and said:
“Take and eat. This is my body given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks,
And gave it to those gathered and said:

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

“Take and drink. This is my blood, shed for you and
for all people, For the forgiveness of sin. Do this in
remembrance of me.”

Jesus Christ, risen from the dead,
gives everyone a place at the welcome table.
Alleluia! Come to the feast.

(continued next column)
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LAMB OF GOD (sung by congregation)

SONGS DURING COMMUNION
The King of Love My Shepherd Is (LBW 456)

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin
of all the world away;
you suffered death our lives to save
have mercy now, we pray.

1 The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
and he is mine forever.

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin
of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave:
have mercy now, we pray.

2 Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth
and, where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin
of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made:
give us your peace, we pray.

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill,
with thee, dear Lord, beside me,
thy rod and staff my comfort still;
thy cross before to guide me.

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
All God's people are invited by our Lord Jesus Christ to
receive Holy Communion. We receive these gifts of bread
and wine, of Christ's body and blood in faith, trusting that
in this meal our Lord comes to us, forgives our sins,
renews us in faith and leads us into new life.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!
6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.
_________________________________________

Emmanuel’s tradition is that communion is distributed
continuously. After the sacraments are consecrated, the
ushers will direct those in the congregation by row to
proceed down the center aisle toward the pastor or
assisting minister who will distribute the bread.

Jesus, the Very Thought of You (LBW 316)
1 Jesus, the very thought of you
fills us with sweet delight;
but sweeter far your face to view
and rest within your light.

If you prefer gluten-free bread, please signal to the pastor
or assisting minister as you approach.
As you walk down the aisle on the left or right side, there
are tables on which there are trays holding individual
cups. If you wish to receive wine, please take an empty
cup with you prior to receiving the bread. If you prefer
grape juice, please take a pre-filled cup as you pass.

2 No voice can sing, no heart can frame,
nor can the mind recall
a sweeter sound than your blest name,
O Savior of us all!

After receiving the bread turn to the left or right where an
assistant will pour wine into the empty cup. After you
have consumed the bread and wine (or juice), please
return to your seat via the side aisle, placing the empty
cup in the receptacle provided on your way to your seat.

3 O Hope of ev’ry contrite soul,
O joy of all the meek,
how kind you are to those who fall!
How good to those who seek!
4 O Jesus, be our joy today;
help us to prize your love;
grant us at last to hear you say:
“Come, share my home above.”

If you do not wish to receive Holy Communion, you are
invited to come forward and receive a blessing. Please
come forward with your arms folded across your chest in
the form of the St. Andrew's cross. (X)

Please stand as you are able.
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TABLE BLESSING

SENDING HYMN

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

O Jesus, I Have Promised (LBW 503)
1 O Jesus, I have promised
to serve you to the end;
remain forever near me,
my master and my friend.
I shall not fear the battle
if you are by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if you will be my guide.

Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. Life-giving God…
In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you
send light to conquer darkness, water to
give new life, and the bread of life to nourish
your people. Send us forth as witnesses to
your Son’s resurrection, that we may show
your glory to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our risen Lord.

2 Oh, let me feel you near me;
the world is ever near.
I see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds I hear.
My foes are ever near me,
around me and within;
but, Jesus, then draw nearer
to shield my soul from sin.

Amen.

BLESSING

3 Oh, let me hear you speaking
in accents clear and still
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will.
Now speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control;
now speak and make me listen,
O Guardian of my soul.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you
peace.
Amen.

4 O Jesus, you have promised
to all who follow you
that where you are in glory
your servant shall be too.
And Jesus, I have promised
to serve you to the end;
oh, give me grace to follow,
my master and my friend.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
“I Know That My Redeemer Lives” (Burkhardt)
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Emmanuel Evangelical
Lutheran Church

THE BULLETINS TODAY ARE GIVEN TO THE
GLORY OF GOD AND IN HONOR OF
EMMANUEL’S MOTHERS, GRANDMOTHERS
AND GREAT-GRANDMOTHERS
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!

Contact Us:

_________________________________________________________

THE BULLETINS TODAY ARE GIVEN TO THE
GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY
OF OUR LOVED ONES WHO PASSED
~BY MERRIL & BETTE CHRISTMAN
__________________________________________

69 W. Broad Street • Souderton, PA 18964
Church Telephone: 215-723-7514
Church Fax: 215-723-1846

Assisting in Worship Today

Office Hours:
Mon – Thu: 9 AM – 2 PM
Fri: 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM
Other Times By Appointment

Ministers: All God’s people gathered
Acolytes: Jack Pifer, Jacob Gilbert, Macey Coll
Assisting Minister: Dave Blaich
Altar Guild: Joan Hallman, Elaine Cash, Debbie
McElwee, Pat Conard

E-mail:
Emmanuel@emmanuellutheranchurch.net

CD Delivery: Pat Frankenfield

Web site: www.emmanuellutheranchurch.net

Communion Assts: Brian Cassel, Toni Quinn

Social Media:
Facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton
Twitter.com/EmmLuthSouderton

Counters: Team 5: Melinda Ferrara, Bob Renner,
Co-captains.
Greeters: Bill & Carole Darragh
Lector: Melinda Ferrara

Church Staff

Ushers: Team 1, Daniel Vogel, Capt.

Reverend John T. Heidgerd, Pastor
Mobile Phone: 914-275-3106
Email Address: jheidgerd@gmail.com



Assisting in Worship Sunday 5/19
Ministers: All God’s people gathered

Marlene H. Natali, Parish Deacon
Dcn. Ethel Geist, Interim Director of Music
Michael B. Geiger, Facilities Manager
Richelle L. Jones, Parish Administrator

Acolytes: Keira Drissel, Lily Pifer, Hannah Vasey
Assisting Minister: Julie Freed
Altar Guild: Chris Harubin, Carole Ann Vogel,
Steph Moyer, Mary Anne Morral
CD Delivery: Gerald Heckler

Attendance for last Sunday, 5/5/19: 77

Communion Assts: Chris Harubin, Jane Vogel
Counters: Team 5: Melinda Ferrara, Bob Renner,
Co-captains.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Greeters: Cory & Michelle Gilbert
Lector: Barry Gibson
Ushers: Team 2, John Wellington, Capt.
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Worship with us every Sunday:

News You Can Use!

Adult Forum and Sunday School – 9 AM
Worship with Holy Communion – 10 AM
Fellowship Time – 11 AM

Wednesday Night Bible Study
6:30 PM

This Week at Emmanuel 5/12 – 5/19
Sun

Through May 22

11:30 AM Confirmation Class
1:00 PM Brunch with Pastor John
4:00 PM Rejoicing Spirits

Mon 5:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

In the Church Parlor
Let’s talk about some of those:
“Hard Sayings of Jesus”

Bushi Karate
Council
AA Group

Outreach Meeting
Tue

5:30 PM
7:30 PM

Bushi Karate
AA Step Group

When: May 19th
Where: Church Parlor

Wed 5:30 PM
6:30 PM

Bushi Karate
Mid-week Bible Study

Thu 5:30 PM

Bushi Karate

Sat

12:00 PM Ladies Tea

Sun

See Worship Schedule Above
11:30 AM Confirmation Class
1:00 PM Brunch with Pastor John

Please join us after Worship!
Let’s make a difference!

Next Gathering: Wed. May 15th - Noon
Location: Franconia Heritage
*PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN
LOCATION
Don’t forget to wear your name tag
at every service.

For information, and transportation needs,
please contact:
Gloria Heckler 215-799-2264

Help Pastor John and
Ann Marie get to know you.

Join us for lunch, conversation and
fellowship every 3rd Wednesday
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With
Pastor
John
Sign Up Today!
Forms are in the Gathering Space

Convenient Dates & Times
Throughout May

“Let’s get together
and talk about what God is
calling us to be at Emmanuel!”
Pastor John

New Dates have
just been added!
Family
Visits

Small Groups
at Emmanuel

Wednesday
Mornings

Saturday
Breakfast at 9AM

Thursday
Evenings

Sunday
Brunch at 1PM

Pastor John to attend
Festival of Homiletics
As part of his commitment to continuing
education, Pastor John will be attending the
annual Festival of Homiletics in
Minneapolis, MN on May 14-17.
This annual conference brings together some
of the best preachers in the world who will
lead workshops, preach at worship services
and be available for consultation.
The Indian Valley Cluster Pastors will
provide coverage during this time away.
Please call the office if you need assistance.
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Don’t miss these special events!
Sunday, May 12th

Pentecost Weekend
June 8th-9th
Join in Celebration

Worship for Mother’s Day (10 AM)
Rejoicing Spirits Worship (4 PM)

Invite a Friend!

Saturday, May 18th

Saturday, June 8th :

Emmanuel Lady’s Tea (Noon)
With Guest Speaker – Julie Henning

Pastor John’s Installation Service
3PM (festive reception to follow)

Sunday, June 2nd

Special Guest Preacher:

Celebrate Church Music Sunday
Special Hymn Sing (10 AM)

The Rev. Christopher Mietlowski
Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church

Sunday, June 16th

New York, NY

Holy Trinity – Father’s Day

Two Worship Services!

Pentecost Sunday, June 9th
 10:00 AM - At Emmanuel

Confirmation Service
10 AM (with reception to follow)

With Pastor Richard Miller
preaching and leading worship.

Come and Celebrate our Young
People!

 10:00 AM – In the Park

Don’t forget to wear RED!

Joint Worship
with Souderton Churches
Part of Souderton Alive! Weekend
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While Away at School

+ Lorraine De Salvo +

David Henry
Samantha Plinke

On May 6, 2019, Lorraine De Salvo was
called home and is now at eternal rest with
her Lord Jesus Christ. We mourn with her
husband Dominick, their sons and members
of their family. A memorial service is being
planned and will be announced later.

Serving in the Armed Forces
Senior Airman Justin Lesko (grandson of Neal
and Toni Quinn)
In order to keep our Prayer List up to date,
names will remain for four weeks
unless otherwise notified

For our Homebound Members

For Health and Healing

Current addresses for our homebound are posted in
the Gathering Space
Doris Alderfer
John Kemmerer
William & Helen De Turk Kitty Kramer
Norma Detweiler
Martha Magargal
Mary & Bill Frank
Joseph Sykes
Rita Fritz
Dorothy Wohlgemuth

Members of Emmanuel
Joan Boyd
Anthony Campolei
Elaine Cash
Bill Darragh
Dominick DeSalvo
Kevin Dietz
Keira Drissel
Craig Freed
Louella Gehringer

Abby Steinly
Taylor Stroup

Cindy Hichens
Craig Kulp
Betty Jane Lederach
Jane Niemczyk
Kermit Schnable
Anita Sykes
Faye Wetzel
Robert Ziegler

Friends of Emmanuel
Donna Clemens (friend of Janel and Barry Gibson)
Luca Condo (friend of Ruth Miller)
Sabrina Haap (Ruth Miller’s Niece)
Donald Heller (Shirley’s Brother-in-law)
Dixie Kephart (Darlene’s Mother)
Samir Nowar (friend of Pastor John)
The Pellicciotti Family
Steve & Stewart Schrauger (Julie Freed’s Brothers)
Debbie Schweizerhof (Friend of Bob & June Kulp)
Michael Smith (friend of Cheryl Starke)
Kathryn Stover (Cindy Crouthamel’s Mother)
Eric Sykes (Anita & Joe’s Son)
Pam Valenti (Lou Gehringer’s Sister)
Alexander & Sylvia Wagwicz (Friends of DeSalvos)
Andrea Walther (Blythe Bealer’s Aunt)
Suzanne Willauer (Ed Cash’s Sister)
David Miller (Pastor Miller’s Brother)
James Derr (Pastor Miller’s Brother-in-Law)
Alicia Ranberg (Friend of the Crouthamels)
Chase Ziegler (Christman’s Great-Grandson)

14

News

from the wider
Church

Emmanuel’s delegation this year included
Merril Christman, Deacon Ethel Geist,
Christine Harubin and Pastor John. It was
Pastor John’s first Synod Assembly serving
as Emmanuel’s Pastor.

On May 3-4, the Southeast Pennsylvania
Synod met in its annual assembly at the
Franconia Mennonite Church. Delegates
from all over the Synod converged on
Telford for 2 days of worship, celebration of
community, workshops and sharing of
important information.

Always a highlight of any assembly was the
lively and inspiring worship services which
included a gospel mass choir Pastor John
sung in the tenor section of the choir.
The assembly elected new Synod Council
members to several positions, and passed
important resolutions implementing
mandatory anti-racism training, urging
support of immigrants and refugees, and
endorsement of the care for creation
initiatives set forth in the Earth Charter, a
United Nations led movement to encourage
sustainable environmental practices.
Bishop Patricia Davenport led her first
Assembly as Bishop and did so with a
generous and welcoming spirit. Our synod
is in good hands under Bishop Davenport’s
leadership
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As believers we try to “see” not with our senses or
mind alone. We try to see also with the special help
which faith in God gives. So what is it that we see
with John? What do we perceive with the eyes of
faith? Something so uniquely beautiful that several
metaphors are necessary to describe it—a new
creation, a heavenly city, a bride adorned in
anticipation for her husband-to-be. We see a city
fresh and beautiful because love itself makes it shine.
Cities are not just places where people live, but
where different kinds of people live together.
Interestingly, John sees not several cities but one
heavenly city: God envisions human beings living
together as one. The city which in the Bible
symbolizes God’s promise to his people, Jerusalem,
is to become the city of all. The vision would have
us perceive a new potentiality within human
existence: life becomes truly beautiful, even
breathtakingly so, whenever and wherever human
beings overcome what divides them.
If the harshness of opposition and conflict could
make such a vision seem more like fleeting dream
than potential reality, we would do well to notice in
the vision the downward movement of the city. It
does not float off into the heavens. For all its
singularity, the city is not otherworldly. Rather it
comes down to earth. The heavenly city is an
invitation then not to turn our gaze elsewhere but to
keep it fixed here. This world, our city, is to be made
new. For it to be transformed, we need to look again
at those around us. What could possibly inspire us
for this? “Look,” John hears a voice saying in verse
3, “God has come to live with humans.”

Meditations on Next Week’s Lesson
Revelation 21: 1-6

In taking on our humanity in Jesus Christ, God has
wed his life to ours, joined himself totally and
irrevocably to our existence. As we search how to
respond daily to life in this world, we ask Christ to
help us look at others around us and to see our city
as God’s city. Each of its inhabitants is worthy of
being considered and served, because God, as the
voice in the vision tells us, will wipe away every
tear. If we should ask, “how can this be”, the words
John then hears come in reply: “I am the beginning
and the end.” It is not our understanding but God’s
good intention which embraces creation. And God
gives water for the journey not to the satiated but to
the thirsty.

At the end of the Book of Revelation, the very last
book of the Bible, the author, John, describes a most
extraordinary sight: first, a new heaven and a new
earth appear to him, then a city descending from
heaven. The vision, however startling, is not meant
to horrify or impress. This is vision in a different
sense. It is fresh perception, a new realization about
God, about life and why we are here.
At various points in our lives, all of us can find
ourselves asking the question “why?”. Why is the
world the way it is? Why has this or that happened?
At such moments we try to see better, so as to orient
ourselves and grasp what we can of the purpose of
things.

(From www.taize.fr – 01/03/2013)
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