Introduction to the Day
Remember the sabbath day.
Call the sabbath a delight.
This is the Lord’s day, and the Lord will do
for us what the Lord does:
feed us, forgive us, help and heal us.

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 25, 2019
Welcome to Emmanuel !

Rejoice at all the wonderful things God is
doing.

It is wonderful to worship with you today!

____________________________________

All are welcome regardless of your faith affiliation.
If you are a visitor worshiping today, we are blessed
by your presence. Please sign the guest book in the
Gathering Space, so we can keep in touch.
All parts of today’s worship service are printed in
this bulletin. Words to all songs are provided.

Worship the LORD your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your strength.
(Deuteronomy 6:5)

_________________________

If you would like to use the hymnals to sing with
music, each song is noted with the hymnal color and
song number for easy look up.
This is a service of Holy Communion. All God's
people are invited to the table by our Lord Jesus
Christ. You will find instructions for Holy
Communion later in the bulletin.
Assistive hearing devices are available in the
Gathering Space.

THE SERVICE

PRELUDE
“Thee We Adore, O Hidden Savior” (Cherwein)

Restrooms are located in the hall off the Gathering
Space immediately to the left.
Parents with children are welcome to use the
children’s activity bags, located by the entrance to
the Sanctuary. If needed, our nursery room is at the
end of the hall off the Gathering Space.
Please silence your phones, but feel free to post
pictures, videos, tweets or texts to social media.
Help us share the word of God!

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

GATHERING SONG

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Come, We That Love the Lord (Blue 742)

Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help
of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of
one another.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we
were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name
of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen you with power through the Holy
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith.
Amen.

1 Come, we that love the Lord,
and let our joys be known;
join in a song with sweet accord,
join in a song with sweet accord
and thus surround the throne,
and thus surround the throne.
Refrain
We're marching to Zion,
beautiful, beautiful Zion:
we're marching upward to Zion,
the beautiful city of God.
2 Let those refuse to sing
who never knew our God;
but children of the heav'nly king,
but children of the heav'nly king
may speak their joys abroad,
may speak their joys abroad.
Refrain
3 The hill of Zion yields
a thousand sacred sweets
before we reach the heav'nly fields,
before we reach the heav'nly fields,
or walk the golden streets,
or walk the golden streets.
Refrain
4 Then let our songs abound,
and ev'ry tear be dry;
we're marching through
Emmanuel's ground,
we're marching through
Emmanuel's ground,
to fairer worlds on high,
to fairer worlds on high.
Refrain

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
And also with you.

SONG OF PRAISE
Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading (Blue 687)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as
fragile creatures surrounded by great dangers, we
cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength
of mind and body, so that even when we suffer
because of human sin, we may rise victorious
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 1: 4-10

PSALM: Psalm 103:1-8
(please read responsively)

A reading from Jeremiah.
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me,
bless God’s holy name.
The word of the Lord came to me, saying,
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
before you were born I set you apart;
I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
“Alas, Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how
to speak; I am too young.”

Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—

who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;

But the Lord said to me,
“Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to
everyone I send you to and say whatever I
command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I
am with you and will rescue you,” declares
the Lord.
Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my
mouth and said to me,
“I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I
appoint you over nations and kingdoms to
uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow,
to build and to plant.”

Word of God, word of life.

who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and
mercy;

who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.

O LORD, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.

You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.

Thanks be to God.

LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 12:18-29
A reading from Hebrews.
You have not come to something that can be
touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom,
and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet,
and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that
not another word be spoken to them. (For they could
not endure the order that was given, “If even an
animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to
death.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses
said, “I tremble with fear.”)But you have come to
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in
festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn
who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of
all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,
and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to
the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the
blood of Abel.

See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking;
for if they did not escape when they refused the one
who warned them on earth, how much less will we
escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven!
At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he
has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only
the earth but also the heaven.” This phrase, “Yet
once more,” indicates the removal of what is
shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot
be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are
receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us
give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable
worship with reverence and awe; for indeed our God
is a consuming fire.

Word of God, word of life.

(continued in next column)
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (Blue 612)
(please sing twice before the gospel and once following the gospel)

GOSPEL: Luke 13:10-17
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues
on the sabbath. And just then there appeared a
woman with a spirit that had crippled her for
eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite
unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, he
called her over and said,
“Woman, you are set free from your ailment.”
When he laid his hands on her, immediately she
stood up straight and began praising God. But the
leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had
cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd,
“There are six days on which work ought to be
done; come on those days and be cured, and not
on the sabbath day.”
But the Lord answered him and said,
“You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the
sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the
manger, and lead it away to give it water? And
ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham
whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be
set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?”
When he said this, all his opponents were put to
shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the
wonderful things that he was doing.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
Baptized and Set Free
1 We are people created,
chosen by God.
Then we're washed, ever gently,
in mercy and love.
Sin has power no more.
Jesus opened the door
to a fountain bringing healing,
and wholeness and more.

2 We are fed and we're nourished,
filled and refreshed.
Then our hunger returns and
again we are blessed.
For whatever the need,
God is greater indeed:
endless ocean, always deeper
than all of our need.

3 We are nourished by water,
all living things,
and by life that the Spirit
abundantly brings.
As we journey toward home,
may your presence be known:
precious river, ever-flowing,
now carry us home.

4 Now with praise and thanksgiving,
we join the song.
All are welcome! We gather
to sing loud and strong.
Not enslaved, but set free!
From now on, all will be
one in Jesus, one in water,
baptized and set free!

Please be seated

The Rev. John T. Heidgerd, Pastor
At conclusion of the sermon, please stand as you are
able for the Hymn of the Day

During the last verse of the hymn, the parents,
sponsors and child proceed to the Baptismal Font
with the Pastor and Assisting Minister

RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM OF
EVA CATHERINE STERLING

PRESENTATION
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new
birth into a living hope through the sacrament of
baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us
from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus
Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy
Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the
world.
Parents: We present Eva Catherine Sterling for
baptism.
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and
love of God, do you desire to have Eva Catherine
baptized into Christ?
Parents: We do.
As you bring Eva Catherine to receive the gift of
baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God
and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed,
and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer
so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace
Do you promise to help Eva Catherine grow in the
Christian faith and life?
Parents: We do.
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Eva Catherine
and her parents in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in
the covenant of baptism and in communion with the
church?
Sponsors: We do.

People of God, do you promise to support Eva
Catherine, and pray for her in her new life in Christ?
We do.

(Please stand as you are able)

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject
sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that
defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against
God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator
of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning
your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word
you created the world, calling forth life in which you
took delight. Through the waters of the flood you
delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of
Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the
power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and
the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons
new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to
eternal life.
Sustain Eva Catherine with the gift of your Holy
Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your
presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
(The Pastor anoints the baptized, making the sign of
the cross upon the forehead.)
Eva Catherine Sterling, child of God, you have been
sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross
of Christ forever.
Amen.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living
Word, that those who are washed in the waters of
baptism may be given new life. To you be given
honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

BAPTISM
Eva Catherine Sterling, I baptize you
in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
You belong to Christ,
in whom you have been baptized.
Alleluia.

(please be seated)
WELCOME
A lighted candle is given to the newly baptized by a
representative of the congregation, who says:
Let your light so shine before others that they may
see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven.
(At this point, other gifts may be presented to the
baptized. At the conclusion of the presentation of
gifts, the Pastor says:)
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and
into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God's creative and redeeming
word to all the world.
(The Pastor presents the baptized to the
congregation. The congregation may applaud)
Please stand as you are able.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

OFFERING SONG
Take My Life, That I May Be

At the end of each petition, the minister will say
"Hear us, O God."

The congregation responds:

Refrain
Take my life, that I may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

"Your mercy is great."

SHARING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Let us now share a sign of God’s peace with each
other.

OFFERING

1 Take my hands and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee.
Refrain

2 Take my silver and my gold,
not a mite would I withhold;
take my intellect and use
ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.
Refrain

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Please be seated as we gather our offerings and
present them to God.

OFFERTORY
“Healer of Our Every Ill” (Haugen/Kolander)
Please stand as you are able.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our
possessions.
Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
(Spoken by pastor)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (LBW 165)
(please sing)

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty
Early in the morning
our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy holy,
merciful and mighty
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, holy holy, All the saints adore thee
Casting down their golden crowns
Around the glassy sea.
Cherubim and seraphim,
falling down before thee
Which wert and art and evermore shalt be.

PREFACE

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way
of everlasting life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and
ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly
food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as
Jesus taught us.

All God's people are invited by our Lord Jesus
Christ to receive Holy Communion. We receive
these gifts of bread and wine, of Christ's body and
blood in faith, trusting that in this meal our Lord
comes to us, forgives our sins, renews us in faith and
leads us into new life.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Happy are those who take refuge in the Lord.

LAMB OF GOD

Emmanuel’s tradition is that communion is
distributed continuously. After the sacraments are
consecrated, the ushers will direct those in the
congregation by row to proceed down the center
aisle toward the pastor or assisting minister who will
distribute the bread.

If you prefer gluten-free bread, please signal to the
pastor or assisting minister as you approach.
As you walk down the aisle on the left or right side,
there are tables on which there are trays holding
individual cups. If you wish to receive wine,
please take an empty cup with you prior to receiving
the bread. If you prefer grape juice,
please take a pre-filled cup as you pass.

After receiving the bread turn to the left
or right where an assistant will pour
wine into the empty cup. After you have
consumed the bread and wine (or juice),
please return to your seat via the side
aisle, placing the empty cup in the
receptacle provided on your way to your
seat.

If you do not wish to receive Holy
Communion, you are invited to come
forward and receive a blessing. Please
come forward with your arms folded
across your chest in the form of the St.
Andrew's cross. (X)
Please be seated.

SONGS DURING COMMUNION

Healer of Our Every Ill (Blue 738)

I Come with Joy
Refrain
Healer of our ev'ry ill,
light of each tomorrow,
give us peace beyond our fear,
and hope beyond our sorrow.
1 You who know our fears and sadness,
grace us with your peace and gladness;
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.
Refrain
2 In the pain and joy beholding
how your grace is still unfolding,
give us all your vision, God of love.
Refrain
3 Give us strength to love each other,
ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother;
Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.
Refrain
4 You who know each thought and feeling,
teach us all your way of healing;
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.
Refrain
Please stand as you are able.

BLESSING AT THE TABLE
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of abundance, with this bread of life
and cup of salvation you have united us
with Christ, making us one with all your
people. Now send us forth in the power of
your Spirit, that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless
you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

Emmanuel
Evangelical Lutheran
Church
Contact Us:
69 W. Broad Street • Souderton, PA 18964
Church Telephone: 215-723-7514
Church Fax: 215-723-1846

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (Green 327)
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee;
let the water and the blood,
from thy riven side which flowed,
be of sin the double cure;
cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.
2 Not the labors of my hands
can fulfill thy law's demands;
could my zeal no respite know,
could my tears forever flow,
all for sin could not atone;
thou must save, and thou alone.
3 Nothing in my hand I bring;
simply to thy cross I cling.
Naked, come to thee for dress;
helpless, look to thee for grace;
foul, I to the fountain fly;
wash me, Savior, or I die.
4 While I draw this fleeting breath,
when mine eyelids close in death,
when I soar to worlds unknown,
see thee on thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Come, We that Love the Lord” (Farlee)

Office Hours:
Mon – Thu: 9 AM – 2 PM
Fri: 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM
Other Times By Appointment
E-mail:
Emmanuel@emmanuellutheranchurch.net
Web site: www.emmanuellutheranchurch.net
Social Media:
Facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton
Twitter.com/EmmLuthSouderton
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Reverend John T. Heidgerd, Pastor
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Email Address: jheidgerd@gmail.com
Marlene H. Natali, Parish Deacon
Dcn. Ethel Geist, Interim Director of Music
Michael B. Geiger, Facilities Manager
Richelle L. Jones, Parish Administrator
Rev. Richard G. Miller, Jr., Pastor Emeritus
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ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD
AND IN OF THE 58TH WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY OF BOB & ANN RENNER

Worship with us every Sunday:
Worship with Holy Communion – 10 AM
Fellowship Time – 11 AM

___________________________________________________________

Assisting in Worship Today
Ministers: All God’s people gathered

This Week at Emmanuel 8/25-9/1
Sun

10:00 AM Worship

Acolytes: Lily Pifer, Macey Coll
Assisting Minister: Julie Freed
Altar Guild: Becky Hartman, Melinda Ferrara,
Blythe Bealer, Mary Anne Morral

Mon 5:30 PM
7:00 PM
8:00 PM

Bushi Karate
Property
AA Group

Tue

Bushi Karate
AA Step Group

CD Delivery: Rich Landis
Communion Assts: Chris Harubin, Jane Vogel
Counters: Team 2: Liesl Stroup, Dave Blaich, Cocaptains.
Greeters: Gerald & Gloria Heckler

5:30 PM
7:30 PM

Wed 5:30 PM

Bushi Karate

Thu 5:30 PM

Bushi Karate

Sat

Bushi Karate

Lector: Jen Casta
Ushers: Team 1, Daniel Vogel, Capt.
                 

Assisting in Worship Sunday 9/1
Ministers: All God’s people gathered
Acolytes: Keira Drissel, Cole Pifer
Altar Guild: Pat Harpel, Toni Quinn, Nancy
Wellington
CD Delivery: Pat Frankenfield
Communion Assts: Cindy Crouthamel, Harry Seeley
Counters: Team 2: Liesl Stroup, Dave Blaich, Cocaptains.
Greeters: Barry & Fran Hunsicker
Ushers: Team 2, John Wellington, Capt.
________________________________________

9:00 AM

Sun 10:00 AM Worship
____________________________________
In observan ce of
Labor Day ,
Th e C h u r ch Offi ce
w i l l be cl os ed
on F ri day, A u gu s t
30 t h & Mon day,
S ept em ber 2 n d .
___________________________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Ou r C h ri st i an S ym pat h y i s ext en ded t o
t h e fam il y of A n dr ew
Ni em czyk, w h o pas sed
aw ay on S at u rday, A u gu s t
17 t h . Vi si t at i on w i l l be on
S ept em ber 6 t h from 7:00
pm t o 8:30 pm an d th e
Mem ori al S ervi ce w i l l be
on S ept em ber 7 t h at 11:00 am . B oth w i ll
be h el d h ere at E m m an u el .
___________________________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Don’t miss these special events!

Have fun! Form faith!
Make friends!

Starting Sunday,
September 22 @ 10AM
Saturday Sept. 21
Free Community Car Wash
And Car Blessing
10 AM – 1 PM
Volunteers Needed
Sign Up in Gathering Space!
Rally Weekend Picnic
1PM – 5PM
BBQ – Fun – Games

Sunday Sept. 22 – 10 AM
Special Celebration Worship
Kick-Off Sunday’s Kids

“A New Kind of Sunday School”
Warning! Your children,
grandchildren, nieces and nephews
may love this so much,
they will make YOU come to church

All new energetic and interactive
curriculum !
Guaranteed to be “Faith - Tastic !
Sing the songs of faith.
Hear the stories of faith.
Do the acts of faith.

_________________________________________

Next Gathering: Wed. Sept. 18th - Noon
Location: Red Lobster
For information, and transportation needs,
contact: Gloria Heckler 215-799-2264
Join us for lunch, conversation and
fellowship every 3rd Wednesday

Youth Ministry Dinner
And Discussion
Friday, September 6
7PM – 9PM
Pizza – Salad – Games

Starts up on September 11
If you have any questions, please
contact Fred Crouthamel
215-721-1953
______________________________

Let’s have a talk about
Youth Ministry at
Emmanuel.
Open to youth and
families
And anyone interested in
youth ministry!

STA RT DATE : S un day, S ept em ber 8 t h
aft er Worsh i p

REHEA RSA LS : Sun days aft er W or s h i p
an d
Wedn esdays at 7:30 PM

Sunday, September 8 @ 5PM
Hosted by the Crouthamel’s .

S u n day Morn in g Warm -u p at 9:15A M
___________________________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

324 W. Chestnut St., Souderton
RSVP – Fred or Cindy
215-721-1953

All choir members and
musicians welcome!

START DATE : S e pte mbe r 18 t h

(Past, Present and FUTURE!)

REHEARS ALS : We dne s da ys a t
6 :3 0 P M – 7 :3 0P M
*Please tell Ethel if you are planning to
ring and bell preference prior to the first
rehearsal
_____________________________________

At Pastor John’s Installation, you heard our choir
and friends sing a special anthem. And we did so
beautifully then – and on two other occasions since.

INTRODUCTION TO READING
MUSIC

With more voices being raised to God…

There is no reason
we can’t do this more often.

When: Wednesdays
8:30 PM-9:00 PM
Beginning on September 18 t h

If you enjoy singing, bell ringing, playing an
instrument – please consider lending your talents to
make music on a regular basis.

we will start at the very beginning –
a very fine place to start!

The Churchwide Assembly proclaimed that the
ELCA aspires to be “a sanctuary denomination.”
The Assembly acted to lean into our prophetic call
to provide support and comfort to immigrants,
recognizing that “sanctuary” will be embodied
differently across the church. Sanctuary may
include providing information about
undocumented persons’ rights, connecting them
with legal assistance, providing food, funds or
housing – or simply having faithful discussions of
immigration issues in our churches. In the months
and years ahead we will, together, determine how
expressions of the ELCA offer “sanctuary.”

Bishop Davenport on the ELCA as a
'sanctuary denomination'
August 2019
Beloved siblings in
Christ,
Last week at
our Churchwide
Assembly, the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America
recommitted itself to
walking alongside
immigrants and
refugees as a matter
of faith. This Assembly action affirmed our history
as an immigrant faith in the United States and the
Lutheran church’s long history of assisting
strangers in our land.
We live in a time when the immigration system in
our nation is stressed to the point of breaking, and
the legal processes for dealing fairly with those
seeking refuge and asylum in America is
overwhelmed. As immigration is part of our
national debate, our ELCA is emphasizing the
biblical and historic basis for walking with one
another in the form of accompaniment, and the
increased opportunity for diversity and inclusivity
as we build relationships with global immigrants.
To be light to those who are in darkness through
separation of parents and children and the threat of
deportation of loved ones, we are called to be
beacons of hope. This is truly “God’s work. Our
hands.”

Let me be clear that this Assembly action in no
way encourages Lutherans to break any
immigration laws (as some news media outlets
have suggested). In fact, this decision by our
church to recommit to working for the rights of
migrants and refugees in no way compels any
congregation to take a particular course of
action.
Instead, I encourage you to consider this decision a
call to consider how you and your congregation
engage with immigrant populations and to discern
how you could meet local needs and/or advocate
for laws that reflect the biblical values of loving
our neighbors and seeking the welfare of
immigrants in our midst.
This action should not be construed as a “topdown” decision by ELCA leaders. This issue was
placed before the Assembly by an action from the
Metropolitan New York Synod, and the language
about “sanctuary denomination” was added from
the Assembly floor. Discussion was civil and
rooted in Scripture and our Lutheran heritage. This
grassroots initiative was affirmed by more than
900 voting members elected from each of the
ELCA’s 65 synods.
I have included a link below to bullet points
prepared by the ELCA that explore the meaning of
this decision. I encourage you to read them, pray
about them, and discuss them in your community
of faith. If you have further questions I encourage
you to converse with me at bishop@sepa.org.
In Christ’s love,
The Rev. Patricia A. Davenport, Bishop
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For Health and Healing
Members of Emmanuel
Roy Becker
Gloria Buschman
Joan Boyd
Anthony Campolei
Elaine Cash
Pat Conard
Bette Christman
Dominick DeSalvo
Kevin Dietz

Keira Drissel
Craig Freed
Louella Gehringer
Cindy Hichens
Craig Kulp
Doug Landis
Kermit Schnable
Anita Sykes
Robert Ziegler

Friends of Emmanuel
Donna Clemens (friend of Janel and Barry Gibson)
Luca Condo (friend of Ruth Miller)
Helen Freed ( Craig Freed’s Mom)
Sabrina Haap (Ruth Miller’s Niece)
Donald Heller (Shirley’s Brother-in-law)
Dixie Kephart (Darlene’s Mother)
Ed Natali (Dave’s Brother)
Samir Nowar (friend of Pastor John)
The Pellicciotti Family
Stewart Schrauger (Julie Freed’s Brother)
Michael Smith (friend of Cheryl Starke)
Eric Sykes (Anita & Joe’s Son)
Pam Valenti (Lou Gehringer’s Sister)
Alexander & Sylvia Wagwicz (Friends of DeSalvos)
Suzanne Willauer (Ed Cash’s Sister)
Alicia Ranberg (Friend of the Crouthamels)
Chase Ziegler (Christman’s Great-Grandson)

While Away at School
David Henry
Samantha Plinke

Abby Steinly

Serving in the Armed Forces
Senior Airman Justin Lesko (grandson of Neal
and Toni Quinn)

In order to keep our Prayer List up to date,
names will remain for four weeks
unless otherwise notified

For our Homebound Members
Current addresses for our homebound are posted in
the Gathering Space
Doris Alderfer
William & Helen De Turk
Norma Detweiler
Mary & Bill Frank
Rita Fritz
John Kemmerer

Kitty Kramer
Jane Niemczyk
Kathryn Stover
Joseph Sykes
Faye Wetzel
Dorothy Wohlgemuth

