Introduction to the Day

Thirteenth
Sunday
after
Pentecost

Called to contemplate the cost of
discipleship, we might focus on Paul’s
request to Philemon as our prayer for today:
“Refresh my heart in Christ.”

September
8, 2019

Strengthened by the company and
forgiveness of the Christ in the blessed
sacrament and recalling God’s grace in
remembrance of baptism, we can be
strengthened in this hour to “choose life”
— to choose life in God as our own.
___________________________________

Welcome to Emmanuel !
It is wonderful to worship with you today!
All are welcome regardless of your faith affiliation.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his
courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, bless his name.
(Psalm 100:4)
____________________________________

If you are a visitor worshiping today, we are blessed
by your presence. Please sign the guest book in the
Gathering Space, so we can keep in touch.
All parts of today’s worship service are printed in
this bulletin. Words to all songs are provided.
If you would like to use the hymnals to sing with
music, most songs are noted with the hymnal color
and song number for easy look up. Music is
provided for songs not in one of the hymn books.

THE SERVICE
SPECIAL NOTE:

This is a service of Holy Communion. All God's
people are invited to the table by our Lord Jesus
Christ. You will find instructions for Holy
Communion later in the bulletin.

As we move out of our summer activities, and into
autumn, our worship setting shifts as well – with
different songs and prayers carrying notes of harvest
and thanksgiving, celebrating all the good gifts we
receive from God. All you need is included in the
bulletin, but please make note of those changes.

Assistive hearing devices are available in the
Gathering Space.
Restrooms are located in the hall off the Gathering
Space immediately to the left.

PRELUDE

Parents with children are welcome to use the
children’s activity bags, located by the entrance to
the Sanctuary. If needed, our nursery room is at the
end of the hall off the Gathering Space.

“Lift High the Cross”
“O Love How Deep, How Broad, How High” (Manz)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please silence your phones, but feel free to post
pictures, videos, tweets or texts to social media.
Help us share the word of God!

Please stand as you are able.
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

GATHERING SONG
Earth and All Stars (Green 558)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
1 Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Oh, victory! Loud shouting army!
Sing to the Lord a new song!

the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.

Refrain
He has done marvelous things.
I too will praise him with a new song!

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are
clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.

2 Hail wind and rain! Loud blowing snowstorm!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Flowers and trees! Loud rustling dry leaves!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Refrain

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

3 Trumpet and pipes! Loud clashing cymbals!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud humming cellos!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Refrain

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning
your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word
you created the world, calling forth life in which you
took delight. Through the waters of the flood you
delivered Noah and his family.

4 Engines and steel! Loud pounding hammers!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Limestone and beams! Loud building workers!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Refrain

Through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters
and sons, making us heirs of your promise and
servants of all.

5 Classrooms and labs! Loud boiling test tubes!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Athlete and band! Loud cheering people!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Refrain

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in
Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew
our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

6 Knowledge and truth! Loud sounding wisdom!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Daughter and son! Loud praying members!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Refrain
GREETING

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus
Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now
and forever.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
And also with you.

Amen.
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SONG OF PRAISE
Come, All You People (Blue 717)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your
continual help, that in all our works, begun,
continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your
holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.
Please be seated.
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FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

PSALM: Psalm 1

A reading from Deuteronomy.

(Read responsively)
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel
of the wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity,
death and adversity. If you obey the commandments
of the LORD your God that I am commanding you
today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his
ways, and observing his commandments, decrees,
and ordinances, then you shall live and become
numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in
the land that you are entering to possess.

Their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day
and night.

But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but
are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve
them, I declare to you today that you shall perish;
you shall not live long in the land that you are
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.

They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do
not wither; everything they do shall prosper.

It is not so with the wicked; they are like
chaff which the wind blows away.

I call heaven and earth to witness against you today
that I have set before you life and death, blessings
and curses.

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when
judgment comes, nor the sinner in the council of
the righteous.

Choose life so that you and your descendants may
live, loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and
holding fast to him; for that means life to you and
length of days, so that you may live in the land that
the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be
destroyed.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
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Please stand as you are able

SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our
brother, to Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to
Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and
to the church in your house:

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Please sing once before, and once following the
reading of the Gospel.

When I remember you in my prayers, I always
thank my God because I hear of your love for all the
saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus.
I pray that the sharing of your faith may become
effective when you perceive all the good that we
may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy
and encouragement from your love, because the
hearts of the saints have been refreshed through
you, my brother.
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ
to command you to do your duty, yet I would rather
appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do
this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of
Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child,
Onesimus, whose father I have become during my
imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but
now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am
sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you.
I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be
of service to me in your place during my
imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do
nothing without your consent, in order that your
good deed might be voluntary and not something
forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated
from you for a while, so that you might have him back
forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more
to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as
you would welcome me. If he has wronged you in any
way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account.
I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay
it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own
self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in
the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your
obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will
do even more than I say.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33

HYMN OF THE DAY

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons
(Blue 798)

Glory to you, O Lord.

Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and
he turned and said to them, “Whoever comes to me
and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life
itself, cannot be my disciple.

1 "Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown
in you and you in me?

Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me
cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending
to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate
the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete
it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is
not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule
him, saying,

2 "Will you leave yourself behind
if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare,
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r
in you and you in me?

‘This fellow began to build and was not able
to finish.’

3 "Will you let the blinded see
if I but call your name?
Will you set the pris'ners free
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean,
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean
in you and you in me?

Or what king, going out to wage war against another
king, will not sit down first and consider whether he
is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who
comes against him with twenty thousand?

4 "Will you love the you you hide
if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside
and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found
to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound
in you and you in me?"

If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he
sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace.
So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if
you do not give up all your possessions.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

5 Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.
In your company I'll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow
in you and you in me.

SERMON
The Rev. John T. Heidgerd

At conclusion of the sermon, please stand as you are
able for the Hymn of the Day
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THE APOSTLES CREED

OFFERING

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles
Creed:

Please be seated as we gather our offerings and
present them to God.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

OFFERTORY
“Just a Closer Walk with Thee” (R. Hobby)

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

Please stand as you are able.
OFFERING SONG
As the Grains of Wheat (Blue 705)

Refrain
As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill
were gathered into one to become our bread;
so may all your people from all the ends of earth
be gathered into one in you.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our
midst, may we share the presence of your love.
Refrain

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come
when all creation shares this feast with you.
Refrain

At the end of each petition, the minister will say

OFFERING PRAYER

"Lord, in your mercy."

Let us pray.

The congregation responds:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our
possessions.

"Hear our prayer."

SHARING OF THE PEACE

Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

May the peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Let us now share a sign of God’s peace with each
other.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
(Spoken by pastor)

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

The Lord be with you.

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ,
your beloved Son, whom you sent in this end of the
ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us
your will.

And also with you.
He is your Word, inseparable from you, through
whom you created all things, and in whom you take
delight.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s
womb.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
He there took on our nature and our lot and was
shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and
of the virgin Mary.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled your will and won for
you a holy people; he stretched out his hands in
suffering to free from suffering those who trust you.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life.

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely
accepted, in order to destroy death, to break the
bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give
light to the righteous, to establish his covenant, and
to show forth the resurrection, taking bread and
giving thanks to you, said:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
(please sing)

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,
we take this bread and cup, giving you thanks that
you have made us worthy to stand before you and to
serve you as your priestly people.
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church;
gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in
truth, that we may praise and glorify you through
your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and
honor are yours, almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to
pray.

All God's people are invited by our Lord Jesus
Christ to receive Holy Communion. We receive
these gifts of bread and wine, of Christ's body and
blood in faith, trusting that in this meal our Lord
comes to us, forgives our sins, renews us in faith and
leads us into new life.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Emmanuel’s tradition is that communion is
distributed continuously. After the sacraments are
consecrated, the ushers will direct those in the
congregation by row to proceed down the center
aisle toward the pastor or assisting minister who will
distribute the bread.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
If you prefer gluten-free bread, please signal to the
pastor or assisting minister as you approach.
As you walk down the aisle on the left or right side,
there are tables on which there are trays holding
individual cups. If you wish to receive wine,
please take an empty cup with you prior to receiving
the bread. If you prefer grape juice, please
take a pre-filled cup as you pass.

Come to the banquet. The feast is now ready.
Thanks be to God.

LAMB OF GOD (Please sing)

After receiving the bread turn to the left or
right where an assistant will pour wine into
the empty cup. After you have consumed the
bread and wine (or juice), please return to
your seat via the side aisle, placing the empty
cup in the receptacle provided on your way
to your seat.

If you do not wish to receive Holy
Communion, you are invited to come forward
and receive a blessing. Please come forward
with your arms folded across your chest in
the form of the St. Andrew's cross. (X)

Please be seated.
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SONGS DURING COMMUNION
Just a Closer Walk with Thee

Blessed Assurance (Blue 699)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Let us pray.
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we
give you thanks for sustaining us with the
body and blood of your Son. By your Holy
Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the
world, that more and more we will give
you praise and serve your earth and its
many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Refrain
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.
2 Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.
Refrain

Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace.

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest;
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love.
Refrain

Amen.

Please stand as you are able.
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SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL

Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus (Green 487)

Go in peace and thanksgiving to love and serve the
Lord.

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus,
follow his example pure,
through a world that would deceive us
and to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in his footsteps treading,
pilgrims here, our home above,
full of faith and hope and love,
let us do our Father's bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide;
I shall follow where you guide.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Lift High the Cross” (Leavitt)

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus,
and with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness;
where he is there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter,
we shall reap celestial joy:
all discomforts that annoy
shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here I share your woe;
help me there your joy to know.

Today – Sept. 8
Ministers: All God’s people gathered
Acolytes: Krieg Pierce, Dylan Drissel
Assisting Minister: Dave Blaich
Altar Guild: Kathy Becker, Susan Cassel, Sharon
Cassel
CD Delivery: Gerald Heckler
Communion Assts: Carole Darragh, Melinda Ferrara

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus.
Since by death he conquered death,
he will free us from destruction,
give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion
that would lead us into sin;
then by grace we all may win
untold fruits of his creation.
Jesus, unto you I die,
there to live with you on high.

Counters: Team 3: Bill Morral, Cheryl Starke, Cocaptains.
Greeters: Susan Cassel & Sharon Cassel
Lector: Cindy Crouthamel
Ushers: Team 3, Bill Morral, Capt.

Next Week – Sept. 15
Ministers: All God’s people gathered

4 Let us also live with Jesus.
He has risen from the dead
that to life we may awaken.
Jesus, since you are our head,
we are your own living members;
where you live, there we shall be
in your presence constantly,
living there with you forever.
Jesus, if I faithful be,
life eternal grant to me.
________________________________________

Acolytes: Jack Pifer, Macey Coll
Assisting Minister: Marlene Natali
Altar Guild: Chris Harubin, Carole Ann Vogel,
Steph Moyer, Mary Anne Morral
CD Delivery: Rich Landis
Communion Assts: Barry Gibson, Melinda Ferrara
Counters: Team 3: Bill Morral, Cheryl Starke, Cocaptains.
Greeters: Bill & Mary Anne Morral

Attendance for Sunday, September 1, 2019 – 57

Lector: Pete Harubin

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved.

Ushers: Team 4, David Natali, Capt.
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Emmanuel
Worships !
RALL–

- S U N DAY

TODAY@ 5PM
Hosted by the Crouthamel s

Sunday Sept. 22 – 10 AM

324 W. Chestnut
St., Souderton

Spe ci al Cel ebr ati on Wor s hi p
Pr ai s e Mu si c, B ell Choi r

RSVP – Fred or
Cindy
215-721-1953

an d Ad u l t Choi r
K i ck - Off Su n d ay’s K id s

All choir members and
musicians welcome!

C ome an d M eet
S pe ci al Gu es t Preacher !

(Past, Present and FUTURE!)

The Rev. Dr .
J . J ayaki r an
Sebas ti an

Begin : Sunday, Septem ber 8 t h
after Worship
Weekly Schedule

H. Geor g e
A n d er s on
Pr ofes s or
of M i s s i on
an d Cu l tu r es

*S u n days aft er
Worsh i p
*Wedn esdays at
7:30PM

U n i te d L u ther an Semi n ar y

Singers may come to either or both rehearsals. A
second rehearsal gives singers the option of coming
for extra work, or to make up for a missed session.

Phi l ad el phi a

____________________________________
Resumes :

Join Us For Worship!

Wednesday,
Septem ber 18 t h
@ 6:30 PM

Sept. 8 at 4:00 PM

Weekly Schedul e

And Every 2

nd

Sunday at 4 PM

Wedn esdays - 6:30P M
You don’t need to know much about music, just
how to count! Before long, with a little coaching
you’ll be ringing 2 – 3 – or 4 bells.

“Creating Inclusive Worship
and Fellowship”

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ______________________
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Emmanuel

Emmanuel
Nurtures !

Worships !

Musical Notes from
Deacon Ethel Geist,
Dir. of Music
Ministries
I am filled with joy by the call to serve Emmanuel as
its new Director of Music Ministries. I see so many
ways in which we can raise joyful noises to the Lord
together. As we begin the new music season, I’ll
mention that I’m often asked this question by folks
who are thinking about joining a musical group:

Have fun! Form faith! Make friends!

Starting Sunday,
September 22 @ 10AM
“A New Kind of Sunday School”

“I like music, but have never been part of a group, if
I give it a try, what should I expect?”

Warning! Your children, grandchildren,
nieces and nephew may love this so much,
they will make YOU come to church

Here’s how I usually respond:
If you like to sing in the shower, you might be a good
candidate for any of our musical groups.

All new energetic and interactive
curriculum !

However, it involves singing with others and
wearing duds instead of soapy suds!
“There is a discipline involved in singing or playing
together, but it’s also reassuring and satisfying. It
involves following the text in the music and through
practice, blending with others to make beautiful
harmony. The more you know about reading the
notes, the more they will help you. We rehearse the
music in rehearsals, and if anyone has questions, I
am always available for any assistance needed.”

Guaranteed to be “Faith - Tastic !
Sing the songs of faith.
Hear the stories of faith.
Do the acts of faith.

I hope that takes away some of that participation
anxiety you might have. Come and give it a try.
M U SI C 101
C OU RS E

Next Gathering: Wed. Sept. 18th - Noon
Location: Red Lobster

Wednesdays : 8:30 – 9:00 PM
Beginning on September 18 t h

For information, and transportation needs,
contact: Gloria Heckler 215-799-2264

For anyone who wants to get more joy from music
and for those who know a little or nothing about
reading music. We will start from the beginning,
which is the best place to start. You’ll be surprised
at how quickly you can learn the basics!

Join us for lunch, conversation and
fellowship every 3rd Wednesday

_______________________________
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Emmanuel
Nurtures !
Breakfast Information Meeting
For Teachers and Families
Saturday, Sept. 14
10 AM – 11 AM

Youth Ministry Dinner
And Discussion

Learn about the new programs
for nurturing our young people
and forming their faith.

Friday, September 13

Sign Up TODAY!
In the Gathering Space

7PM – 9PM
Pizza – Salad – Games

We need teachers to participate in a
team rotation, once per month.

Let’s have a talk about Youth
Ministry at Emmanuel.

Sunday’s Kids will be offered each
week at 10 AM – alongside the
weekly worship service.

* Youth Meetings
* Outside Activities
* Retreats

Kids will experience an age-level
worship service, learning sessions
and take-home crafts.

* Service Projects

* ELCA 2021 Youth Gathering
Open to youth and families
And anyone interested in youth
ministry!

Kids will be brought to worship to
share Holy Communion with
families.

Sign up in the Gathering Space!
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Emmanuel
Nurtures !

For our Homebound Members
Doris Alderfer
John Kemmerer
Gloria Buschmann
Kitty Kramer
William & Helen De Turk
Jane Niemczyk
Norma Detweiler
Kathryn Stover
Mary & Bill Frank
Joseph Sykes
Rita Fritz
Faye Wetzel
Louella Gehringer
Dorothy Wohlgemuth
Current addresses for our homebound are posted in the
Gathering Space

Resumes - September 11
All
New
Curriculum

For Health and Healing
Members of Emmanuel
Roy Becker
Anthony Campolei
Elaine Cash
Pat Conard
Dominick DeSalvo
Keira Drissel
Craig Freed

Using Augsburg’s
“Book of Faith” Materials
If you have any questions, please
contact Fred Crouthamel
215-721-1953

Cindy Hichens
Craig Kulp
Doug Landis
Kermit Schnable
Anita Sykes
Shirley Treichler
Robert Ziegler

Friends of Emmanuel
Donna Clemens (friend of Janel and Barry Gibson)
Luca Condo (friend of Ruth Miller)
Helen Freed (Craig Freed’s Mom)
Sabrina Haap (Ruth Miller’s Niece)
Donald Heller (Shirley’s Brother-in-law)
Dixie Kephart (Darlene’s Mother)
Ed Natali (David’s Brother)
Samir Nowar (friend of Pastor John)
Stewart Schrauger (Julie Freed’s Brother)
Michael Smith (friend of Cheryl Starke)
Eric Sykes (Anita & Joe’s Son)
Pam Valenti (Lou Gehringer’s Sister)
Alexander & Sylvia Wagwicz (Friends of DeSalvos)
Suzanne Willauer (Ed Cash’s Sister)
Alicia Ranberg (Friend of the Crouthamels)
Chase Ziegler (Christman’s Great-Grandson)

Led by Deacon Marlene Natali
Feel the power of God’s Word
revealed though Scripture
and community discussion.

While Away at School
David Henry
Samantha Plinke

In the Parlor
Sundays at 9 AM

Abby Steinly

In order to keep our Prayer List up to date, names will remain
for four weeks unless otherwise notified.
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1. Jesus means what he says – but – the words he
uses are exaggerated. That would have been
expected of anyone who was trying to make a
point in public in those days. When Jesus uses
the word “hate”, he is emphasizing for us who to
trust most. Trusting Jesus over our relationships,
possessions, even our own lives puts everything
else into the right perspective, especially our
relationships with family, friends, and our stuff.

Emmanuel
Nurtures !
Thoughts on
God’s Word
for Today

2. “Scripture interprets scripture”. That means that
verses and passages throughout the bible should
never be pulled out and given authority on their
own. When Jesus uses the word “hate”, you
should consider that in context of all the times
Jesus talks about love. When Jesus says “hate
your father and mother”, we should remember
the commandment to “Honor your father and
your mother”, and that Jesus did not come to
abolish the commandments, but to fulfill them.
In this case, we can understand the word “hate”
as a relative term. (Hate = Loving Less)

Sept. 8, 2019
Let’s start by reading the Gospel lesson on page 6.
Did you notice how direct Jesus is when talking
about who can be a disciple? Jesus gives some
difficult standards – seemingly impossible conditions
to discipleship. Let’s list them here quickly:
-

Hate your father and mother
Hate your wife and children
Hate your brother and sister
Hate your own life
Carry your cross and follow me.
Give up all your possessions.

3. Discipleship is a process of development. As our
relationship with Jesus develops, so does our
expectations. The 12 disciples all followed Jesus,
then learned from Jesus what it meant to follow.
We are all doing the same thing – even today.

These are tough teachings. Who can keep them?

It doesn’t change the challenging nature of Jesus’
words. Discipleship is never the easy way. Dietrich
Bonhoeffer wrote that when Jesus calls someone to
follow, he calls them to “come and die”.

Who would want to?
Is this the same Jesus who calls us to love God, love
our neighbor, and love – even our enemies?

None of the 12 disciples got it right, even after
spending a year following Jesus all around Palestine.
None of them “came and died” for Jesus as he was
led away to be crucified. His 12 friends denounced
him, denied him or deserted him.

If you have these questions after reading todays’
Gospel, know that you are not alone. The people of
God have always wrestled with these words of Jesus
– words that seem to define the level of commitment
required for Christian discipleship. Commitment
that seems impossible – even for those having the
strongest faith. If Jesus means what he says, then
who can ever be worthy of his call: “Follow me”.

What did Jesus do then? He forgave them. He said
this from the cross – “Father, forgive them, for they
do not know what they are doing.”

The bible makes it seem so easy. Jesus called Peter,
Andrew, James and John – and they followed him –
immediately – leaving it all behind.

These are tough teachings. Who can keep them?
Perhaps none of us can.

Why – at this point – does Jesus make it seem so
hard? So impossible to be a disciple?

But what a blessing it is to learn from a Master who
faces our failure with forgiveness. We are free every
time we fail to get up and try again. Now that is
someone I can trust. Can you?

Here are a few ways to look at this passage and get
some understanding of what Jesus is trying to tell us:
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Serves !
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Emmanuel
Reaches Out !
Saturday Sept. 21
Free Community Car Wash
And Car Blessing
10 AM – 1 PM
Volunteers Needed

S pon s or ed by:

Sign Up in Gathering Space!

Emmanuel’s
Men in Mission

Followed BY:

Saturday, Sept. 14

Rally Weekend Picnic

8:30 – 10:00 AM

1PM – 5PM

Did we say it’s

BBQ – Fun – Games

F R E E !

Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
provided
Pot Luck Side Dishes Needed

Eggs, Pancakes, Sausage

Set UP and Clean Up Help

Community and Conversation

Sign Up Today

Join us this Saturday

in the Gathering Space

And every 2 n d Saturday!
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ELCA Issues Declaration to
African Descent Peoples

Reaches Out !

Acknowledging “with regret that the ELCA as
an institution has and continues to contribute
to racial harassment and discrimination against
people of African descent through corporate
action, policy, and practices,” the 2019
Churchwide Assembly formally adopted a
“Declaration…To People of African Descent.”
The Assembly “confesses and repents of the
Lutheran church’s complicity in four hundred
years of enslavement, oppression, and
marginalization of African-descent people and
other marginalized populations.”

Lutheran Disaster Response to
Help Recovery from Dorian
The first images from the Bahamas show
unprecedented destruction, even as Hurricane
Dorian has turned to threaten the coast of
Florida, Georgia and the Carolinas.
Lutheran Disaster Response is monitoring the
situation closely and keeping in touch with our
synods, partners and various social ministry
organizations throughout the areas expected to
feel the greatest impact – from the Carolinas
through Florida. We are ready to respond and
stand by our neighbors as they recover from
this hurricane others this season may bring.

The Declaration, adopted by the ELCA
Church Council in June, states:
The ELCA apologizes to people of African descent
for its historical complicity in slavery and its
enduring legacy of racism in the USA and globally.
We lament the white church’s failure to work for
the abolition of slavery and the perpetuation of
racism in this church. We confess, repent and
repudiate the times when this church has been
silent in the face of racial injustice. …

Lutheran Disaster Response-Eastern PA, a
ministry of Lutheran Congregation Services
(LCS), a service of Liberty Lutheran, is taking
these actions to keep up to date on the events
related to Hurricane Dorian.


Keeping up to date on information
provided by LDR, ECLA Churchwide
news, FEMA and other organizations
providing assistance.



Reaching out to partner agencies and
synods in the South Atlantic states,
including the Florida/Bahamas Synod.



The ELCA trusts that repentance begins and ends
with the work of a gracious God. In prayerful
response to the African Descent Lutheran
Association’s request for an apology, this church
enters into a season of confession and lamentation.
Beyond empty promises or well-meaning
intentions, this church recommits to the work of
racial justice, socioeconomic equity and racial
reconciliation.

“From colonial rule to this present day, racism
has remained a constant. This structural racism
has resulted in perpetual wage gaps,
achievement gaps, and wealth gaps,” the Rev.
Lamont Anthony Wells, national president of
the African Descent Lutheran Association,
said in receiving the apology. “The Church,
the very organization that has been called to
“stand in the gap” for all of God’s people, has
often expanded the gap into a larger chasm.

Keeping up to date on efforts of partner
agencies in Pennsylvania (especially
early responders)

If you would like to make a donation to help
Hurricane Dorian disaster relief efforts,
please insert it into an envelope and mark it:

“If this apology is real, we must abandon our
lust for oppressive power, wealth and even our
own comfort for the sake of fulfilling God’s
command to love others,” he said.

“LDR – Dorian 2019”
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church

THE BULLETINS TODAY
ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD
AND IN MEMORY OF JUDY GIBSON
BY BARRY GIBSON & FAMILY

Here’s What is
Happening
@ Emmanuel

New Sunday Schedule
Starting September 22
Bible Study/Discussion – 9AM

9/8 – 9/15

Worship and Sunday’s Kids – 10 AM
Fellowship Time – 11 AM

Sun

Contact Us:
69 W. Broad Street • Souderton, PA 18964
Church Telephone: 215-723-7514
Church Fax: 215-723-1846

9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM
2:30 PM
4:00 PM
5:00 PM

Bible Study/Discussion
Worship
Choir Rehearsal
God’s Work/Our Hands
Activities
Rejoicing Spirits
Choir Picnic
@ Crouthamels

Mon

Mon – Thu: 9 AM – 2 PM
Fri: 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM
Other Times by Appointment

5:30 PM
7:00 PM
8:00 PM

Bushi Karate
Council
AA Group

Tue

5:30 PM
7:30 PM

Bushi Karate
AA Step Group

E-mail:
Emmanuel@emmanuellutheranchurch.net

Wed

5:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM

Bushi Karate
Bible Study/Discussion
Choir Rehearsal

Thu

5:30 PM

Bushi Karate

Fri

7:00 PM

Youth Ministry Dinner
and Discussion

Sat

8:30 AM

Men in Mission
Community Breakfast
Bushi Karate
Sunday’s Kids/Confirmation
Information Meeting

Office Hours:

On the Web:
www.emmanuellutheranchurch.net
Facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton

Church Staff
Reverend John T. Heidgerd, Pastor
Mobile Phone: 914-275-3106
Email Address: jheidgerd@gmail.com

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Dcn. Ethel Geist, Dir. of Music Ministries
Michael B. Geiger, Facilities Manager
Richelle L. Jones, Parish Administrator
Rev. Richard G. Miller, Jr., Pastor Emeritus
Marlene H. Natali, Parish Deacon

Sun
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9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM

Bible Study/Discussion
Worship
Choir Rehearsal

