Welcome to
Emmanuel !

Introduction to the Day
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment.

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2020

The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man
born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,”
declares the man.

“It is wonderful to worship with you today!”
All are welcome here at Emmanuel regardless of
your faith affiliation.

In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of
who we are: God’s beloved children.

All parts of today’s worship service are printed in
this bulletin, including words for the songs.

As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism
God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear
witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives

While we are asked to observe Coronavirus
containment measures put in place by our Governor,
our Bishop and other leaders, we will not be able to
worship together at the church, except for the Pastor,
a few musicians, worship assistants and technicians.

_____________________________
Return to the Lord, your God,

This worship service will be broadcast and live
streamed through our Facebook page, and on our
website while containment measures are in place.
Even if you are not able to watch live, the services
will be recorded. You can find us at:

for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love,

https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton/

and on our website at:

(Joel 2:13)
_______________________________

http://emmanuellutheranchurch.net

You can also check the Facebook page or website for
ongoing updates, for daily devotion videos with
Pastor John, and for information regarding
Emmanuel’s E-Meal program, including what to
donate, how to volunteer and the number of meals
being served during the crisis.

THE SERVICE
PRELUDE:
Song 1 "Come, Now is the Time to Worship"

Lastly, please remember that the expenses of the
church go on, even during this time of containment.
The best way for you to keep your contributions
current is to do so through our online giving
program, which is found on our website, and can be
accessed using the following link:

Song 2 "Sanctuary"
Led by "Praise Emmanuel"

Online Giving to Emmanuel

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

During this time of containment, in-person pastoral
care is limited. If you need to contact Pastor John,
please call or text his mobile phone at 914-275-3106
or email him at jheidgerd@gmail.com.

Please stand as you are able.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

GATHERING SONG
Lord of Light (688)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives
all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.

1 Lord of light, your name outshining
all the stars and suns of space,
use our talents in your kingdom
as the servants of your grace;
use us to fulfill your purpose
in the gift of Christ your Son:

Amen.

Refrain
Father, as in highest heaven,
so on earth your will be done.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help
of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

2 By the toil of faithful workers
in some far outlying field,
by the courage where the radiance
of the cross is still revealed,
by the victories of meekness,
through reproach and suff'ring won:

Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of
one another.

Refrain
3 Grant that knowledge, still increasing,
at your feet may lowly kneel;
with your grace our triumphs hallow,
with your charity our zeal;
lift the nations from the shadows
to the gladness of the sun:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name.

Refrain
4 By the prayers of faithful watchers,
never silent day or night;
by the cross of Jesus, bringing
peace to all and healing light;
by the love that passes knowledge,
making all your children one:

Amen.

Refrain
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we
were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name
of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen you with power through the Holy
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.

Amen.

And also with you.
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FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

KYRIE
Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved (602)

A reading from 1 Samuel.
1 Leader:
O God,
Father in heaven,
have mercy upon us.

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you
grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I
will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have
provided for myself a king among his sons.”

All
Your heart, O God, is grieved, we know,
by ev'ry evil, ev'ry woe;
upon your cross-forsaken Son
our death is laid, our peace is won.

Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he
will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer
with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the
LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show
you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me
the one whom I name to you.”

2 Leader:
O Son of God,
redeemer of the world,
have mercy upon us.

Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him
trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He
said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the
LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and
invited them to the sacrifice.

All
Your arms extend, O Christ, to save
from sting of death and grasp of grave;
your scars before the Father move
his heart to mercy at such love.
3 Leader
O God,
Holy Spirit,
have mercy upon us.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought,
“Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before the
LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look
on his appearance or on the height of his stature,
because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not
see as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”

All
O lavish Giver, come to aid
the children that your word has made.
Now make us grow and help us pray;
bring joy and comfort, come to stay.

Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass
before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD
chosen this one.”

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come
among us. By your gracious life and death for us,
bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint
us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said,
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse made
seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel
said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of
these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons
here?”

Amen.
(continued on next page)
Please be seated.
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And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he
is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse,
“Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until
he comes here.”

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14
A reading from Ephesians.

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you
are light.

He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and
had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD
said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD
came mightily upon David from that day forward.
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Live as children of light—for the fruit of the light is
found in all that is good and right and true.
Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them.
For it is shameful even to mention what such people
do secretly; but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible
is light.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

PSALM: Psalm 23
Read in unison
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

Word of God, word of life.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he
leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths
of righteousness for his name's sake.

Thanks be to God.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Change My Heart, O God (801)
Refrain
Change my heart, O God;
make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God;
may I be like you.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence
of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of
the Lord forever.

You are the potter;
I am the clay.
Mold me and make me;
this is what I pray.
Refrain
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Others countered, “How can a bad man do
miraculous, God-revealing things like this?” There
was a split in their ranks.

GOSPEL: John 9:1-41
(Read dramatically using “The Message”)

They came back at the blind man, “You’re the
expert. He opened your eyes. What do you say about
him?”

Walking down the street, Jesus saw a man blind
from birth. His disciples asked, “Rabbi, who sinned:
this man or his parents, causing him to be born
blind?”

He said, “He is a prophet.”
The Jews didn’t believe it, didn’t believe the man
was blind to begin with. So they called the parents of
the man now bright-eyed with sight. They asked
them, “Is this your son, the one you say was born
blind? So how is it that he now sees?”

Jesus said, “You’re asking the wrong question.
You’re looking for someone to blame. There is no
such cause-effect here. Look instead for what God
can do. We need to be energetically at work for the
One who sent me here, working while the sun shines.
When night falls, the workday is over. For as long as
I am in the world, there is plenty of light. I am the
world’s Light.”

His parents said, “We know he is our son, and we
know he was born blind. But we don’t know how he
came to see—haven’t a clue about who opened his
eyes. Why don’t you ask him? He’s a grown man
and can speak for himself.” (His parents were talking
like this because they were intimidated by the Jewish
leaders, who had already decided that anyone who
took a stand that this was the Messiah would be
kicked out of the meeting place. That’s why his
parents said, “Ask him. He’s a grown man.”)

He said this and then spit in the dust, made a clay
paste with the saliva, rubbed the paste on the blind
man’s eyes, and said, “Go, wash at the Pool of
Siloam” (Siloam means “Sent”). The man went and
washed—and saw.
Soon the town was buzzing. His relatives and those
who year after year had seen him as a blind man
begging were saying, “Why, isn’t this the man we
knew, who sat here and begged?”

They called the man back a second time—the man
who had been blind—and told him, “Give credit to
God. We know this man is an impostor.”

Others said, “It’s him all right!”

He replied, “I know nothing about that one way or
the other. But I know one thing for sure: I was
blind . . . I now see.”

But others objected, “It’s not the same man at all. It
just looks like him.”
He said, “It’s me, the very one.”
They said, “How did your eyes get opened?”

They said, “What did he do to you? How did he open
your eyes?”

“A man named Jesus made a paste and rubbed it on
my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ I did
what he said. When I washed, I saw.”

“I’ve told you over and over and you haven’t
listened. Why do you want to hear it again? Are you
so eager to become his disciples?”

“So where is he?”

With that they jumped all over him. “You might be a
disciple of that man, but we’re disciples of Moses.
We know for sure that God spoke to Moses, but we
have no idea where this man even comes from.”

“I don’t know.”
They marched the man to the Pharisees. This day
when Jesus made the paste and healed his blindness
was the Sabbath. The Pharisees grilled him again on
how he had come to see. He said, “He put a clay
paste on my eyes, and I washed, and now I see.”

The man replied, “This is amazing! You claim to
know nothing about him, but the fact is, he opened
my eyes! It’s well known that God isn’t at the beck
and call of sinners but listens carefully to anyone
who lives in reverence and does his will.

Some of the Pharisees said, “Obviously, this man
can’t be from God. He doesn’t keep the Sabbath.”

(continued on next page)
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SERMON

That someone opened the eyes of a man born blind
has never been heard of—ever. If this man didn’t
come from God, he wouldn’t be able to do
anything.”

The Rev. John T. Heidgerd
At the conclusion of the sermon, please stand as you
are able for the Hymn of the Day

They said, “You’re nothing but dirt! How dare you
take that tone with us!” Then they threw him out in
the street.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and went
and found him. He asked him, “Do you believe in
the Son of Man?”

You Are Mine (581)
(Led by Praise Emmanuel)

The man said, “Point him out to me, sir, so that I can
believe in him.”

1 "I will come to you in the silence,
I will lift you from all your fear.
You will hear my voice,
I claim you as my choice.
Be still and know I am here."

Jesus said, “You’re looking right at him. Don’t you
recognize my voice?”
“Master, I believe,” the man said, and worshiped
him.

2 "I am hope for all who are hopeless,
I am eyes for all who long to see.
In the shadows of the night,
I will be your light.
Come and rest in me."

Jesus then said, “I came into the world to bring
everything into the clear light of day, making all the
distinctions clear, so that those who have never seen
will see, and those who have made a great pretense
of seeing will be exposed as blind.”
40 Some

Pharisees overheard him and said, “Does
that mean you’re calling us blind?”

Refrain
"Do not be afraid, I am with you.
I have called you each by name.
Come and follow me,
I will bring you home;
I love you and you are mine."

41 Jesus

said, “If you were really blind, you would be
blameless, but since you claim to see everything so
well, you’re accountable for every fault and failure.”

GOSPEL RESPONSE

3 "I am strength for all the despairing,
healing for the ones who dwell in shame.
All the blind will see,
the lame will all run free,
and all will know my name."

Change My Heart, O God (801)
Refrain
Change my heart, O God;
make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God;
may I be like you.

Refrain

You are the potter;
I am the clay.
Mold me and make me;
this is what I pray.
Refrain

4 "I am the Word that leads all to freedom
I am the peace the world cannot give.
I will call your name,
embracing all your pain.
Stand up, now walk and live!"

Please be seated

Refrain
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

OFFERING PRAYER
Together, let us pray.

At the end of each petition, the minister will say
God our provider,

"Lord, In Your Mercy."

you have not fed us with bread alone, but
with words of grace and life. Bless us and
these your gifts, which we receive from your
bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The congregation responds:
"Hear Our Prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE

Amen.

May the peace of the Lord be with you always.

ANIMA CHRISTI – THE SOUL OF
CHRIST

And also, with you.

(Please close your eyes in meditation as we invite a
spiritual communion with Jesus.)

Let us now share a sign of God’s peace with each
other.

Jesus, may all that is in you flow into me.
May your body and blood be my food and drink.
May your passion and death be my strength and life.
Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given.
May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross.
Let me not run from the love which you offer.
But hold me safe from the forces of evil.
On each of my dyings shed your light and your love.
Keep calling to me until that day comes.
When with our saints, I may praise you forever.

OFFERING
Offerings may be placed in the plate
as you exit today.

OFFERTORY

Amen.

"The Wonderful Cross" - Tomlin

LORD’S PRAYER

Praise Emmanuel
Please stand as you are able

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to
pray.

OFFERING SONG

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.

Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring (691)
1 Accept, O Lord, the gifts we bring
to place upon your table.
We do not worship as we ought
but only as we're able.
3 Our hopes and dreams, our toils and
cares we lift in prayer before you.
Lord, by your grace now come to us,
as humbly we adore you.

Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG

SENDING SONG

Healer of our Every Ill (612)

Go, My Children, with My Blessing (543)

Refrain
Healer of our ev'ry ill,
light of each tomorrow,
give us peace beyond our fear,
and hope beyond our sorrow.

1 "Go, my children, with my blessing,
never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you,
you are my own.
In my love's baptismal river
I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing,
you are my own."

1 You who know our fears and sadness,
grace us with your peace and gladness;
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.
Refrain

2 "Go, my children, sins forgiven,
at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you,
what I can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son's story,
here you touched him, saw his glory.
Go, my children, sins forgiven,
at peace and pure."

2 In the pain and joy beholding
how your grace is still unfolding,
give us all your vision, God of love.
Refrain

3 Give us strength to love each other,
ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother;
Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.
Refrain

3 "Go, my children, fed and nourished,
closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving,
joyful and free.
Here my Spirit's power filled you,
here my tender comfort stilled you.
Go, my children, fed and nourished,
joyful and free."

4 You who know each thought and feeling,
teach us all your way of healing;
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.
Refrain

BLESSING

DISMISSAL

The Lord bless you and keep you.

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

Thanks be to God.

The Lord look upon you with favor
and + give you peace.

POSTLUDE
"Shout To the Lord" –

Amen.

Praise Emmanuel
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved
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Emmanuel

Upcoming Worship Services
If Coronavirus containment
measures are lifted.

Worships

Sunday, April 5
@10 AM
Including Palm
Procession
Dramatic Reading
of Christ’s
Passion

NEW at Emmanuel
First Friday of Each Month
Next Meeting – April 3, 2020

Thursday, April 9

A light supper will be available at 7 pm.

@ 7 PM

RSVPs are suggested to
mailto:info@kairoscommunities.org.

Service of
Healing and Holy
Communion

New Path is a faith community where people in
recovery and the people who love them can
worship God, explore spiritual practices for
recovery, and find company on the journey.

Friday, April 10
@ Noon

Come as you are and experience God’s
grace and unconditional love.

Self-Guided
Meditation –
Stations of the
Cross
@ 7:00 PM
Service of
Tenebrae with
Last Word of
Christ

Sponsored by Kairos Communities
For more information:
Info@kairoscommunities.org
Facebook.com/Kairos

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Emmanuel
Worships

Musical Notes from
Deacon Ethel Geist,
Dir. of Music Ministries

Other Upcoming Special Services

Our Hymns have Jewish Roots
I have often wondered where hymns originated, or what
inspired them to be written. Many hymns have fascinating
and moving stories behind them. I find out a lot through
my affiliation with The Association of Lutheran Church
Musicians, which has a conference every two years. I’ve
also picked up so much about hymn-writing history through
my years of experience as an organist, sometimes in the
most unusual and unexpected of places.

Sunday, April 26
Commemoration of
the 50th Anniversary
of Women’s
Ordination in the
ELCA

A number of years ago, a friend called me to see if I could
substitute for her for a service on Friday night at a local
synagogue. When I asked what kind of music to prepare,
she mentioned the suitability of much classical music, as
well as music based on hymns. That caught my attention!

Special Guest Preacher:
The Rev. Lynette Chapman

Yes, our Jewish friends use hymnals for worship. Some of
their hymn tunes are similar to our Christian hymns, but the
texts have a different focus. The music looks like the music
in our hymnals. Hebrew is often written in an alphabet that
looks like nothing we know in English. However, many of
their hymn texts use an English alphabet, which takes the
Hebrew text and transliterates it into English.

Pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church
Quakertown, PA

Sunday, May 17
“The Music
of Love”

We should not really be so surprised by this, given our faith
connection to the story of the Jewish people who wrote and
complied what we know as the Old Testament. One of the
books we use frequently in worship is the Psalms of those
Hebrew Scriptures. The Psalms were hymns – perhaps the
first organized selection of worship music in our history.

Special Music
from all our
musical groups
and musicians.

On Maundy Thursday, when we remember the first Lord’s
Supper. We’re told it started as a Passover Meal during
which they sang a hymn together, probably a Psalm.
(Matthew 26:30)

Sunday, June 21
Special Worship
Service

Our Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) gives homage to
the Hebrew roots of our hymns by assigning the first 150
numbers to the Psalms.

Celebrating the
60th Anniversary
of the
Holy Ordination of

Yet, the Psalms are not the only songs in our hymnal with
Jewish roots. One example is Hymn 831, “The God of
Abraham Praise” which is set to a Jewish melody, and the
words come from the 14th Century Jewish Yigdal (A hymn
based on Jewish credal statements.)

Pastor Emeritus

The Rev.
Richard Miller

And of course, you’ll feel the Jewish influence in any of
our hymns that contain the words Alleluia or Hallelujah!
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Emmanuel
Nurtures !
Coming Up Soon (Hopefully):
Wed. April 15
@ Noon
TBD

“A New Kind of Sunday School”

For information, and
transportation needs, contact:
Gloria Heckler

We can’t meet right now

215-799-2264

But we’ll be back together soon!
And when we get back together

Join us for lunch, conversation and fellowship
every 3rd Wednesday

we’ll learn these great stories.

______________________________________________

Next Meeting
April 20
@ 7PM

David and Goliath

Book: “TBD”

Jonah and the Big Fish
Daniel and the Lions Den

Join the ladies of Emmanuel for fun
conversation and fellowship –
and always a good read!

Have Fun!

For information, e-mail Mary Anne Morral
morral@verizon.net

Form faith!

__________________________________________

Knitters and
Crocheters !

Make friends!
Sundays at 10AM

“Come and gather
to make shawls
for those
in need of comfort.”

Don’t miss Sunday’s Kids.
We’ll be back soon !

Next Meeting:
April 5 @ 1PM
And every first Sunday of the month.
Instruction available for all who are interested.
11

Emmanuel
Nurtures
First
Communion
Classes

.

For our Homebound Members

For Children –
ages 4+up.

Doris Alderfer
William & Helen De Turk
Norma Detweiler
Mary & Bill Frank
Betty Frese
Rita Fritz
Louella Gehringer

Taught by Ann Marie Heidgerd

Postponed until further
notice

John Kemmerer
Jane Niemczyk
Kathryn Stover
Joseph Sykes
Faye Wetzel
Dorothy Wohlgemuth

Current addresses for our homebound are posted
in the Gathering Space

For Health and Healing
Members of Emmanuel
Roy Becker
Anthony Campolei
Elaine Cash
Pat Conard
Dominick De Salvo
Keira Drissel

Faye Landis
Bob Renner
Kermit Schnable
Floyd Yothers
Ruth Yothers

Friends of Emmanuel
Charlotte Brockhausen (granddaughter - Rev.William Hurst)

Donna Clemens (friend of Janel and Barry Gibson)
Dennis Beer (friend of the Kulps)
Jim Clark (friend of Caren and Doug Landis)
Luca Condo (friend of Ruth Miller)
Helen Freed (Craig Freed’s Mom)
Sabrina Haap (Ruth Miller’s Niece)
Donald Heller (Shirley’s Brother-in-law)
Dixie Kephart (Darlene’s Mother)
Marvin Krupp (Friend of Roy Becker)
Ed Natali (David’s Brother)
Neal Maiers (Friend of Deb & Patrick McElwee)
Samir Nowar (friend of Pastor John)
Alicia Ranberg (Friend of the Crouthamels)
Stewart Schrauger (Julie Freed’s Brother)
Michael Smith (friend of Cheryl Starke)
Eric Sykes (Anita & Joe’s Son)
Pam Valenti (Lou Gehringer’s Sister)
Alexander & Sylvia Wagwicz (Friends of DeSalvos)
Suzanne Willauer (Ed Cash’s Sister)
Chase Ziegler (Christman’s Great-Grandson)

Starting March 20
Look for a daily
Soul Café Video
on our
Facebook Page
“A great way to stay
connected to
God’s Word.”

While Away at School - Samantha Plinke
In order to keep our Prayer List up to date, names will remain
for four weeks unless otherwise notified
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It was God’s Word through the voice of Moses that
parted the Red Sea and guided the people safely
through the desert until the promised land was within
reach.

Come on in
and let’s talk
about
God’s Word
for today
March 22, 2020

It was God who called Samuel to anoint David to be
king of Israel – reminding us that God calls the least
among us to do extraordinary things.
It was God who never gave up on God’s people,
even when they turned away from God – even when
they were conquered and exiled from their
homeland. God spoke to the people through the
prophets, calling them into reconciliation, and giving
them hope that God’s promises are eternal.

Welcome (back) to the Soul Café!
It’s been quite a week. The Coronavirus pandemic
has affected our lives like nothing before – at least
not in our lifetimes. Even the tragedy of 9/11/01,
while it changed our lives, allowed us to get together
in our grief – to share our fears – our worries and our
pain. We brought all of that to the foot of the cross
and prayed together, worshipped together, offered
comfort together.

It was God stood by Job and counseled him through
his time of trial. It was God who restored Job from
the deepest times of tragedy and disease.
It was God that inspired Ruth and Esther with
loyalty, courage and wisdom to serve and to save
God’s people for such a time as this.

This feels different. This is different. This will be
different.

It was God that inspired John the Baptist the voice in
the wilderness announcing the arrival of God’s Lamb
– God’s Son.

But it will also pass. Just as so many tragedies that
changed the lives of God’s people throughout the
centuries. This too will pass. But God’s promises –
God’s own Word – will never pass away.

It was God that sent Jesus into the world so that we
would learn that faith, and not the law, is the only
way to salvation. It was God that went into the
grave on Good Friday, and it was the power of God
that raised Jesus from the dead – conquering death
forever for God’s faithful people.

It was God’s Word that saw the chaos at the dawn of
time and spoke the world into order and created life
where there was none before.
It was God’s Word that gave breath to the beginning
of humanity – and claimed us all as God’s children.

It was God that burned God’s Spirit into the disciples
on the day of Pentecost and launched the movement
that today we call the Church of Jesus Christ.

It was God’s word that called out to Abraham to
leave his life behind for a promise that Abraham
would become the father of many nations. It was
God that stayed by the side of Sarah and Abraham as
they struggled with how to live into those promises.

It was God that saw something special in Paul – a
persecutor of the church – and knocked him off his
horse on the road to Damascus, changing Paul’s life
of murder to a life of mission.

It was God who never left the side of Joseph, even
when he was sold into slavery by his own, even
when he was falsely imprisoned, and forgotten. It
was God who sustained Joseph so that he could use
his wisdom to advise Pharaoh during time of plenty
to set aside some of that plenty so people had during
a time of want. It was God that gave Joseph a spirit
of forgiveness and a sense of hope that even though
his brothers meant harm to Joseph, God had a plan to
make good out of it all.

I could keep going, but I think you get the point.
God is Alpha and Omega – the first and the last.
God was there before it all began. God will be there
after it all ends. That’s how I know that this will
pass. That’s how you know that this will pass.

It was God who hear the cries of God’s people,
enslaved and tortured in Egypt, and raised up leaders
to bring the people to freedom.

(you get to write the end of that story)

There’s another “It was God” story that is yet to be
written. It’s the one that starts: “It was God who
was present with us during the Coronavirus
pandemic, and it was God who ______________.
God bless you and keep you safe and well until we
are together once again. ---Pastor John
13

Emmanuel
Serves !
Keystone Opportunity Center’s primary concern is
the health and safety of our clients, students, staff
volunteers and donors. We appreciate your patience
as changes are made to ensure everyone’s safety
during this emergency situation.
As a result of the Governor’s request for social
distancing, all segments of Keystone will experience
changes the week of March 16:
Food Pantry will remain open for pickups at regular
times but held in the parking lot in order to avoid
congestion among clients.

Emmanuel’s E-Meal Program
gets off to a great start!

Donations As it will be safer for all, we are
temporarily unable to accept food or product
donations. Please considering making a financial
contribution so we can purchase the items our clients
need most during this emergency. See Keystone’s
website to donate online.

On Thursday, March 11, we were faced with the
somber news that the Coronavirus had touched down
right here in Montgomery County, and containment
measures were being put in place, for the health and
safety of everyone in our community.

The situation with COVID-19 impacts all of us, but
most especially the clients we serve. Our staff are
working on the front lines, providing emergency
services every day. We will continue to post all
alterations to our schedules here, and on social
media.

While these measures are wise, there is a cost that
many of our most vulnerable neighbors are finding it
difficult to cope with. The closing of schools left
children without the lunch they get from their school.
Parents have to stay home to care for their children,
and many will do so losing the wages they count on.
Business closures and slowdowns mean low-wage
workers will have to do with less, or worse, being
laid off. How does a community in the process of
shutting down stay open to serve these neighbors?

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
S pon s or e d b y:

Emmanuel’s
Men in

The people of Emmanuel have risen to this call to
mission and have launched the E-Meal program.
The E-Meal program is designed to provide daily
bagged meals to anyone in need. The meals are put
together with pre-packaged items and handed out
right at our door – respecting the disease
containment measures that have been put in place.
In the first three days of the program, we gave out
160 meals.

Missi0n

We’re not scheduling any
breakfasts for now, but stay
tuned for updates!

I’m so proud of the people of Emmanuel, and the
community of Souderton for supporting this program
at a time when so many things are shutting down.
For more information, please check Emmanuel’s
Facebook page for daily updates

We’ll be back serving our
world famous community
breakfast soon!

--Pastor John
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Emmanuel

From Bishop Davenport: Churches Should
Comply With Governor’s Order

Reaches Out!

Beloved,
I’m sure you aware that Governor
Wolf ordered that all non-essential
business in Pennsylvania need to
close, effective March 17, for two
weeks. This is part of the ongoing
mitigation efforts to slow the
spread of the coronavirus.
My colleague, Bishop Michael Rhyne of Allegheny
Synod, shares that their synod’s attorney informed them
that under the law, churches are considered non-essential
businesses. The implication of this is clear:
Congregations should not host in-person worship or inperson meetings while Governor Wolf’s order is in place.
Yesterday I issued a strong recommendation for
congregations to suspend in-person gatherings. I know
that some of you may have planned to hold in-person
worship in spite of that recommendation.

Emmanuel’s Lent 2020 Campaign

The Governor’s order changes things. All SEPA churches
should be closed for in-person worship through March 31.
To do otherwise violates the Governor’s order.

Food for the Poor Housing – Guyana

This would not prevent a small team from being in the
church to stream worship, and pastors and staff are able to
be in the church building to do their work (although
remote work where possible is advisable.)

This year for Lent, we launch a campaign to raise
funds to provide housing in the country of Guyana,
the second poorest country in the Western
Hemisphere. Pastor John visited Guyana in 2018
and saw first-hand the level of poverty and unsafe
living conditions so many people are forced to
endure. He also visited a Food for the Poor housing
scheme and saw the modest, new and safe dwellings
being built by Food for the Poor for the neediest
residents of Guyana.

The President has also recommended that there be no
public gatherings of 10 or more people for the next two
weeks. Our partners in the Allegheny Synod also
recommend that weddings and funerals be postponed if at
all possible. I concur with this advice.
While the Governor’s current order lasts through the end
of March, keep in mind that it is possible, perhaps likely,
that this order could be extended or strengthened, based
on the severity of the outbreak at that time. This ban also
covers meetings, Bible studies, and social gatherings.

A housing sponsorship in Guyana costs only $3,800.
Emmanuel’s Council authorized the fundraising
program at its meeting on February 10, 2020. We
hope to raise funds for at least one house and may
two or three.

We encourage you to check out audio and video
conferencing options to continue worship, meetings, and
other groups. Our Synod office has had good luck with
the Pro (paid) version of the Zoom platform for multiperson meetings. There are many options, including
Google Hangouts, Go-to-Meeting, and more. Depending
on your capabilities, you may be able to use Facebook
Live, YouTube, or other options to stream worship

To make a donation to this project, you may put it in
an offering envelope, and indicate how much should
be designated for the Food for the Poor campaign.
The fund-raising campaign will conclude on Easter
Sunday, April 12, 2020.
Let’s work together to show the love of Christ to our
poor neighbors and give them some hope.

I continue to hold you in prayer as we navigate this
uncharted situation. I thank you for the faithfulness and
creativity with which you are keeping the body of Christ
connected and fed through this unprecedented crisis.

Campaign total as of March 15, 2020

$2,385

In Christ,
The Rev. Patricia A. Davenport, Bishop
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Emmanuel
Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Bulletin Sponsors are still needed for
March. Cost is $15.00

What’s
Happening

Sunday Schedule
Bible Study/Discussion – 9AM

@ Emmanuel

Worship and Sunday’s Kids – 10 AM

3/22/2020 –3/29/2020

Fellowship Time – 11 AM
Sun

Contact Us:
69 W. Broad Street • Souderton, PA 18964
Church Telephone: 215-723-7514
Church Office Hours:

Mon

Monday – Thursday: 9AM – 2PM
Other hours by appointment.

Tue

It is suggested that you call ahead,
since hours can change.
Wed

E-mail:
Emmanuel@emmanuellutheranchurch.net

Thu

On the Web:
www.emmanuellutheranchurch.net

Fri

Facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton
Sat

Church Staff
Reverend John T. Heidgerd, Pastor
Mobile Phone: 1-914-275-3106
Email Address: jheidgerd@gmail.com

Fourth Sunday in Lent
10:00 AM

Worship Service streamed live on
Emmanuel Facebook Page and
Emmanuel Website

11:30AM
– 2PM
9:00 AM
11:30AM
– 2PM
9:00 AM
11:30AM
– 2PM
9:00 AM
11:30AM
– 2PM
9:00 AM
11:30AM
– 2PM
9:00 AM
11:30AM
– 2PM
9:00 AM
11:30AM
– 2PM

E-Meal Distribution

Sun

Dcn. Kathleen Afflerbach, Parish Admin.
Dcn. Ethel Geist, Dir. of Music Ministries

E-Meal Preparation
E-Meal Distribution
E-Meal Preparation
E-Meal Distribution
E-Meal Preparation
E-Meal Distribution
E-Meal Preparation
E-Meal Distribution
E-Meal Preparation
E-Meal Distribution
E-Meal Preparation
E-Meal Distribution
Fourth Sunday in Lent

10:00 AM

Worship Service streamed live on
Emmanuel Facebook Page and
Emmanuel Website

11:30AM
– 2PM

E-Meal Distribution

Michael B. Geiger, Facilities Manager

E-Meal Volunteers - please sign up online

Rev. Richard G. Miller, Jr., Pastor Emeritus

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0949aaab2e
aaff2-emmanuel

Marlene H. Natali, Parish Deacon
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