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Welcome to Emmanuel ! 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
 

April 5, 2020 

“It is wonderful to worship with you today!” 

All are welcome here at Emmanuel regardless of 

your faith affiliation. 

All parts of today’s worship service are printed in 

this bulletin, including words for the songs.   

While we are asked to observe Coronavirus 

containment measures put in place by our Governor, 

our Bishop and other leaders, we will not be able to 

worship together at the church, except for the Pastor, 

a few musicians, worship assistants and technicians.  

This worship service will be broadcast and live 

streamed through our Facebook page, and on our 

website while containment measures are in 

place.  Even if you are not able to watch live, the 

services will be recorded. You can find us at: 

https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton/ 

and on our website at: 

http://emmanuellutheranchurch.net 

You can also check the Facebook page or website for 

ongoing updates, for daily devotion videos with 

Pastor John, and for information regarding 

Emmanuel’s E-Meal program, including what to 

donate, how to volunteer and the number of meals 

being served during the crisis. 

Lastly, please remember that the expenses of the 

church go on, even during this time of 

containment.  The best way for you to keep your 

contributions current is to do so through our online 

giving program, which is found on our website, and 

can be accessed using the following link: 

Online Giving to Emmanuel 

During this time of containment, in-person pastoral 

care is limited.  If you need to contact Pastor John, 

please call or text his mobile phone at 914-275-3106 

or email him at jheidgerd@gmail.com. 

 

Introduction to the Day 

 

Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our 

faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and humiliated 

servant.  

 

We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently 

desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, 

denying God.  

 

We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes 

into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his 

path leads to death on the cross.  

 

Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical 

promise of life through Christ’s broken body and 

outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine.  

 

We begin this week that stands at the center of the 

church year, anticipating the completion of God’s 

astounding work. 

____________________________________ 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name 

of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven! 

(Matthew 21:9) 

_______________________________ 

THE SERVICE 

PRELUDE: 

“The Palms”  Faure 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton/
http://emmanuellutheranchurch.net/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRn6TMsZ0yxcJ_vcjUQ1TuYuhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouVUxyeQIxAkg8B2zFjJAko4=&ver=3
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BLESSING FOR HOLY WEEK 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Today he entered the holy city in triumph 

and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who 

spread garments and branches along his way. 

 

 

Bless the beginning of our Holy Week journey 

today. 

 

 

Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the 

cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, 

we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL:  

 Matthew 21:1-11 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had 

reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the 

village ahead of you, and immediately you will find 

a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and 

bring them to me. 

 

If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The 

Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 

immediately.”  

 

This took place to fulfill what had been spoken 

through the prophet, saying, 

 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 

 Look, your king is coming to you, 

  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed 

them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put 

their cloaks on them, and he sat on them.  

 

A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 

and others cut branches from the trees and spread 

them on the road.  

 

The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 

were shouting,  

 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 

the Lord! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in 

turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were 

saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 

Galilee.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 

  

 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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GATHERING SONG 
Prepare the Royal Highway (264) 

 

1 Prepare the royal highway; 

the King of kings is near! 

Let ev'ry hill and valley 

a level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, 

foretold in sacred story: 

 

Refrain 

     Hosanna to the Lord, 

     for he fulfills God's word! 

 

2 God's people, see him coming: 

your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before him! 

Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God's promise will not fail you! 

No more shall doubt assail you!  

 Refrain 

 

3 Then fling the gates wide open 

to greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet ev'ry nation 

its tribute too may bring. 

All lands will bow before him; 

their voices join your singing:  

 Refrain 

 

4 His is no earthly kingdom; 

it comes from heav'n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom 

and justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding 

for kindness so abounding:  

 Refrain 

 

 

RESPONSIVE ACCLAMATION 

Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest! 

Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 

Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest! 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
        All Glory, Laud, and Honor (344) 

 

 
Refrain 

     All glory, laud, and honor 

     to you, redeemer, king, 

     to whom the lips of children 

     made sweet hosannas ring. 

 

 

 

1 You are the king of Israel 

and David's royal Son, 

now in the Lord's name coming, 

our King and Blessed One.  

 Refrain 

 

 

 

2 The company of angels 

are praising you on high; 

creation and all mortals 

in chorus make reply.  

 Refrain 

 

 

 

3 The multitude of pilgrims 

with palms before you went; 

our praise and prayer and anthems 

before you we present.  

 Refrain 

 

 

 

4 To you, before your passion, 

they sang their hymns of praise. 

To you, now high exalted, 

our melody we raise.  

 Refrain 

 

 

 

5 Their praises you accepted; 

accept the prayers we bring, 

great author of all goodness, 

O good and gracious King.  

 Refrain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

As we now enter into the contemplation of the 

passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on the 

salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, 

burial, and resurrection, let us pray.  

 

 

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human 

race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our 

nature and to suffer death on the cross.  

 

 

In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to 

your will and in the glorious victory of his 

resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING: Philippians 2:5-11 

 

 

A reading from Philippians. 

 

 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited 

 

    but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 

 And being found in human form, 

  he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 

 so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 

 and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

 

Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
There in God’s Garden (342) 

1 There in God's garden 

stands the Tree of Wisdom, 

whose leaves hold forth 

the healing of the nations: 

Tree of all knowledge, 

Tree of all compassion, 

Tree of all beauty. 

 

2 Its name is Jesus, 

name that says, "Our Savior!" 

There on its branches 

see the scars of suff'ring; 

see where the tendrils 

of our human selfhood 

feed on its lifeblood. 

 

3 Thorns not its own 

are tangled in its foliage; 

our greed has starved it, 

our despite has choked it. 

Yet, look! it lives! 

its grief has not destroyed it 

nor fire consumed it. 

 

4 See how its branches 

reach to us in welcome; 

hear what the Voice says, 

"Come to me, ye weary! 

Give me your sickness, 

give me all your sorrow, 

I will give blessing." 

 

5 This is my ending, 

this my resurrection; 

into your hands, Lord, 

I commit my spirit. 

This have I searched for; 

now I can possess it. 

This ground is holy. 

 

6 All heav'n is singing, 

"Thanks to Christ whose passion 

offers in mercy 

healing, strength, and pardon. 

Peoples and nations, 

take it, take it freely!" 

Amen! My Master! 

Please be seated 

MEDITATION 

The Rev. John Heidgerd 

 

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD 

ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 

Dramatic Reading by members of Emmanuel 

Lutheran Church 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

SONG FOR PASSION WEEK  
Beneath the Cross of Jesus (338) 

 

1 Beneath the cross of Jesus 

I long to take my stand; 

the shadow of a mighty rock 

within a weary land, 

a home within a wilderness, 

a rest upon the way, 

from the burning of the noontide heat 

and burdens of the day. 

 

 

2 Upon the cross of Jesus, 

my eye at times can see 

the very dying form of one 

who suffered there for me. 

And from my contrite heart, with tears, 

two wonders I confess: 

the wonder of his glorious love 

and my unworthiness. 

 

 

3 I take, O cross, your shadow 

for my abiding place; 

I ask no other sunshine than 

the sunshine of his face; 

content to let the world go by, 

to know no gain nor loss, 

my sinful self my only shame, 

my glory all, the cross. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

At the end of each petition, the minister will say 

"Lord, In Your Mercy 

The congregation responds:  "Hear our prayer." 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

And also, with you. 

 

Let us now share a sign of God’s peace with each 

other. 

 

OFFERING 

Offerings will not be collected.  Please place your offering 
in the plate on the table at the entrance to the gathering 

space.  Offerings may be submitted electronically using the 
link on Emmanuel's website, by US Mail, or by delivery to 

the office during E-Meal distribution hours 

OFFERTORY 
 Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land (333) 

 

Refrain 

     Jesus is a rock in a weary land, 

     a weary land, a weary land; 

     my Jesus is a rock in a weary land, 

     a shelter in a time of storm. 

 

1 No one can do like Jesus, 

not a mumbling word he said; 

he went walking down to Lazarus' grave, 

and he raised him from the dead.  

 Refrain 

2 When Jesus was on earth, 

the flesh was very weak; 

he took a towel and girded himself 

and he washed his disciples' feet.  

 Refrain 

3 Yonder comes my Savior, 

him whom I love so well; 

he has the palm of victory 

and the keys of death and hell.  

 Refrain 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Together, let us pray. 

 

God our provider, 

 

you have not fed us with bread alone, but 

with words of grace and life. Bless us and 

these your gifts, which we receive from your 

bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

ANIMA CHRISTI –  

 THE SOUL OF CHRIST 

(Please close your eyes in meditation as we invite a 

spiritual communion with Jesus.) 

Jesus, may all that is in you flow into me.  

May your body and blood be my food and drink.  

May your passion and death be my strength and life.  

Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given.  

May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross.  

Let me not run from the love which you offer.  

But hold me safe from the forces of evil.  

On each of my dyings shed your light and your love.  

Keep calling to me until that day comes.  

When with our saints, I may praise you forever. 

 Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to 

pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross (335) 

1 Jesus, keep me near the cross, 

there's a precious fountain; 

free to all, a healing stream 

flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 

 

 

Refrain 

     In the cross, in the cross 

     be my glory ever; 

     till my ransomed soul shall find 

     rest beyond the river. 

 

 

2 Near the cross, a trembling soul, 

love and mercy found me; 

there the bright and morning star 

sheds its beams around me.  Refrain 

 

 

3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 

bring its scenes before me; 

help me walk from day to day 

with its shadow o'er me.   Refrain 

 

 

4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, 

hoping, trusting ever, 

till I reach the golden strand 

just beyond the river.   Refrain 

 

 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

 

The Lord look upon you with favor  

 and + give you peace. 

 

 

  Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG (Verses 1-3) 

     Go to Dark Gethsemane (347) 

 

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 

all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 

your Redeemer's conflict see. 

Watch with him one bitter hour; 

turn not from his griefs away; 

learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 

 

2 Follow to the judgment hall, 

view the Lord of life arraigned; 

oh, the wormwood and the gall! 

Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 

Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; 

learn from him to bear the cross. 

 

 

3 Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb; 

there, adoring at his feet, 

mark that miracle of time, 

God's own sacrifice complete. 

"It is finished!" hear him cry; 

learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Please be seated for silent meditation. 

 

After the bell toll, you may depart or remain for 

silent prayer. 

 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. 

All rights reserved 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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An Update from Pastor John 
 

Based on guidance from Governor Wolf’s office, 

and the most recent statistics on Covid19 cases, it 

seems as if we will be continuing current schedule 

and protocols for at least the month of April if not 

longer. 

Churches remain classified as life sustaining 

activities under the Governor’s order and even 

though Emmanuel is not shutting down, we will 

continue to cancel, or significantly curtail most of 

our church activities, with the exception of the E-

Meal program.  Here’s an update on the information 

I shared last week. 

 

1. There will be no Emmanuel “office hours” until 

further notice.  All staff has been asked to work 

from home or have very limited hours in the 

church building. Please do not plan to meet with 

anyone in person at this time.  

 

2. I can’t stress this more. – In case of emergency, 

please call Pastor John directly at 914-275-3106.  

Please don’t call the church.  If you call the 

church and leave a message, it may be at least 24 

hours before we can respond to you. 

 

3. Worship Services, including Holy Week 

services, will be available by live streaming or 

recorded video on our website or Facebook Page, 

both of which are listed on the inside front cover 

of this bulletin. 

 

4. The E-Meal ministry will continue each day as 

long as possible. This new program has proven to 

be an essential service to the community, as we 

expect to hit the 2000 meal mark this week, just 

the third week since launch. We are making 

plans to keep this ministry sustainable for the 

long haul.  I give thanks to God for all of you 

who have supported the ministry through 

donations of food, money and time. 

 

5. Please join me on Sundays at 11:30 for an online 

coffee hour.  I will send out an invite each week 

giving you the link to access it. 

 

6. Even though we are cutting back to help comply 

with restrictions, the expenses of the church 

continue.  Please remember to keep your 

offerings current during this time of separation.   

 

 

 

You can do so in any of the following ways: 

a. Enrolling in our electronic giving 

program which can be done by clicking 

the link on our website. 

b. Send your offering through the mail 

c. Bring your offering in personally, but 

only during E-Meal hours (11:30AM-

2PM daily) 

 

7. I’m going to announce right now that there will 

be no onsite worship services from the month of 

April.  The April 26 commemoration service of 

the 50th anniversary of the ordination of women 

in the ELCA is postponed. Here’s the schedule 

for the remainder of April.  More detailed 

information will be on subsequent pages. 
 

8. April 9 – Maundy Thursday @ 7PM – Online dinner 

church gathering and worship. 

April 10 – Good Friday: 

1.  O line Stations of the Cross Devotions 

  Hourly beginning @ 6 AM. 

2. Seven Words of Christ worship service 

 Online @ 7:15 PM. 

       April 12 – Easter Sunday @ 10 AM 

 Online Festival Service worship 

 Online Coffee Hour @ 11:30 AM 

April 19 – Sunday’s Kids Online @ 9:30 AM 

            Sunday Worship @ 10AM 

            Online Coffee Hour @ 11:30 AM 

April 26 - Sunday’s Kids Online @ 9:30 AM 

            Sunday Worship @ 10AM 

            Online Coffee Hour @ 11:30 AM 

 

9. Join me each day at 8:00 AM (except Sunday) 

for a morning “GodCast”, a 5-10 minute morning 

devotional where we can gather for prayer, 

scripture reading, and hopefully some words of 

inspiration.  I will broadcast live from my 

personal Facebook Page, then share a recorded 

version to Emmanuel’s Facebook Page. 

 
 

Finally, while we are separated, let’s remember 

this:  The church is not a building.  The church is 

not the steeple.  The church is not a resting place.  

The church is the people!  Peace. 
 

---Pastor John + 
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Emmanuel 
Worships  

 

 

All worship 
services will be 
streamed online 

during Holy 
Week. 

 
 

 

April 9 @ 7PM 

Join Pastor John 
& Ann Marie  
for Online 

Dinner Church  
 

 

 

Good Friday – Apr 10 

Online Devotions 

A different station 
each hour starting at 

6AM 

More about this on 
page 13. 

 

 

 

Good Friday 

April 10 @ 7:15 PM 

Online worship 
from Emmanuel  

Featuring hymns 
and readings as 
we meditate on 

Jesus last words  

 

 

 

Easter Comes 
April 12 @ 10AM 

 
Festival Service 
streamed online 

 
We rejoice at the 
Resurrection and 

Victory over 
Death! 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Services Still Scheduled  

 

 

 

Sunday, May 17 

“The Music  
of Love” 

 
Special Music 
from all our 

musical groups 
and musicians. 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, June 21 

Special Worship 
Service 

Celebrating the  
60th Anniversary  

of the  
Holy Ordination of  

Pastor Emeritus 

The Rev. 
Richard Miller 
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Emmanuel 
Nurtures ! 

Coming Up in May (Hopefully):   

Wed. May 20  

@ Noon 

TBD 

For information, and 

transportation needs, 

contact: Gloria Heckler  

215-799-2264 

Join us for lunch, conversation and fellowship  

every 3rd Wednesday 
______________________________________________ 

Next Meeting 

May 18 

@ 7PM 

Book: “TBD”  

Join the ladies of Emmanuel for fun 

conversation and fellowship – 

 and always a good read! 

For information, e-mail Mary Anne Morral 

morral@verizon.net 

 

 

Knitters and 

Crocheters ! 

“Come and gather 

to make shawls  

for those 

in need of comfort.” 

Next Meeting: 

May 3 @ 1PM 

And every first Sunday of the month. 

Instruction available for all who are interest 

  

 

“A New Kind of Sunday School” 

Sunday’s Kids  
is going Online 

Starting April 19  

@ 9:30 AM 

 

Look for more information next 
week and in your coming emails. 

We’ll sing songs. 

Listen to new stories. 

Stay connected. 

Have Fun!  
 Form faith!  
  Make friends! 

Don’t miss Sunday’s Kids.  

 
We’ll be back together  

real soon ! 
 

mailto:morral@verizon.net
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Emmanuel 
Nurtures 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

For our Homebound Members 
Doris Alderfer 

William & Helen De Turk 

Norma Detweiler 

Mary Frank 

Betty Frese 

Rita Fritz 

Louella Gehringer 

John Kemmerer 

Jane Niemczyk 

Kathryn Stover 

Joseph Sykes 

Faye Wetzel 

Dorothy Wohlgemuth 

Current addresses for our homebound are posted 

 in the Gathering Space 

For Health and Healing 
Members of Emmanuel 

Roy Becker 

Anthony Campolei  

Elaine Cash 

Pat Conard 

Dominick De Salvo 

Keira Drissel 

Faye Landis 

Bob Renner 

Kermit Schnable  

Floyd Yothers 

Ruth Yothers 

Friends of Emmanuel 

Charlotte Brockhausen (granddaughter - Rev.William Hurst) 

Donna Clemens (friend of Janel and Barry Gibson) 

Dennis Beer (friend of the Kulps)  

Jim Clark (friend of Caren and Doug Landis) 

Luca Condo (friend of Ruth Miller) 

Doug Eschbach (former Emmanuel Intern) 

Helen Freed (Craig Freed’s Mom) 

Sabrina Haap (Ruth Miller’s Niece)  

Donald Heller (Shirley’s Brother-in-law)  

Dixie Kephart (Darlene’s Mother) 

Marvin Krupp (Friend of Roy Becker) 

Ed Natali (David’s Brother) 

Neal Maiers (Friend of Deb & Patrick McElwee) 

Samir Nowar (friend of Pastor John) 

Alicia Ranberg (Friend of the Crouthamels) 

Stewart Schrauger (Julie Freed’s Brother)  

Michael Smith (friend of Cheryl Starke)  

Eric Sykes (Anita & Joe’s Son) 

Pam Valenti (Lou Gehringer’s Sister)  

Alexander & Sylvia Wagwicz (Friends of DeSalvos)  

Suzanne Willauer (Ed Cash’s Sister)  

Chase Ziegler (Christman’s Great-Grandson) 

While Away at School - Samantha Plinke 

In order to keep our Prayer List up to date, names will remain 

for four weeks unless otherwise notified 

Every Day at 8AM  
 

Look for a daily 
Soul Café Video  

on our  
Facebook Page 

 

“A great way to stay 
connected to  
God’s Word.” 
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Come on in and 

let’s talk about  

God’s Word  

for today 

April 5, 2020 
 

Welcome (back) to the Soul Café! 

This is the most special, most holy week of the 

church year.  But it will be different this year since 

so many of the traditions we look forward to will 

need to be done in a different way.  We will gather 

as a community in different ways.   

We will observe Holy Week the way most of Jesus 

followers observed the events – not out in large 

gatherings, but “sheltering in place” – keeping a safe 

distance away from harm. 

Emmanuel is gearing up for this different kind of 

Holy Week.  The schedule is listed on page 10, but 

here is some background on the online gatherings 

that have been put together. 

 

Maundy Thursday – Dinner Church 

Ann Marie and I 

will gather at 7PM 

at our home to lead 

a “dinner church” 

gathering in 

memory of the 

night on which 

Jesus was betrayed. 

Join via live stream 

video, as we lead a 

worship service 

around the dinner 

table, in a manner similar to what Jesus and the 

disciples would have done.   

We’ll remember the Passover.  We’ll meditate on the 

washing of feet and Christ’s commandment to “Love 

one Another”.  Together, we will strip our tables 

bare reminding us of the altar stripping we would do 

if we were gathered in our church building. 

Join us Thursday, April 9 at 7PM – online via our 

Facebook page, or via the Facebook feed on our 

website. 

 

Good Friday – Stations of the Cross 

Starting at 6AM 

on Good Friday 

morning, April 

10, join us for a 

moving online 

devotional 

version of the 

“Stations of the 

Cross” – a 

remembrance of 

Jesus road to the 

cross, starting from his sentencing at the hands of 

Pontius Pilate, to his death and burial. 

Each hour will feature one of fourteen stations, 

broadcast online from the church.  Each hourly 

devotion will last 15 minutes, beginning and ending 

with 5 minutes of silent reflection on the image.  In 

the middle of the silence we’ll listen to some 

readings, reflections and prayers.  The final devotion 

comes at 7PM and will launch us into the Good 

Friday evening service, starting at 7:15 PM. 

 

Good Friday – Seven Last Words of Christ 

When someone is approaching 

death, the last words spoken 

by the dying person are given 

extra value – considered to 

have special meaning. 

This Good Friday at 7:15 PM, 

join us online as we listen to 

Jesus last words, or final 

sayings as he was nailed to the 

cross and facing his death. 

This is a powerful service of readings, reflection and 

solemn music to remind us all of the great sacrifice 

Christ made on our behalf and how alone he was in 

those final hours of his life.   

 

My friends, I know this is not the way we had hoped 

to spend Holy Week.  There is much we will miss.  

But it is not lost on me that our sheltering in place 

comes at a time when we remember those who 

sheltered in place for a different reason.   

Our Lent may feel a little longer this year.  But we 

are assured that Christ has risen.  We know that our 

Redeemer Lives. 

   +. Pastor John + 
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Emmanuel  

Serves ! 
 

Emmanuel’s E-Meal Ministry 

 – An Essential Community Service 

in a Time of Emergency 

Everyone in Need – Every Day! 

____________________________________ 

Emmanuel’s E-Meal ministry continues to grow in 

expected – and in unexpected ways.  Many of you 

know that several local relief efforts have been 

forced to close because of the Coronavirus disease 

control measures.  This includes our main local Food 

Pantry at Keystone Opportunity Centers, as well as 

the daily meal program at Generations, and the 

school lunch program in the Souderton district.  All 

this as the need for food increases. 

As it turns out, the little feeding ministry we started 

as the restrictions began, is not the largest active 

program in the area.  Please pray that we are able to 

continue in the face of increasing demand.  And 

know that we are taking measures to make the relief 

effort as safe as possible, respecting safe distancing, 

and limiting handling as much as possible. 

This week we expect to cross the 2,000 meal 

threshold in half the time it took us to distribute the 

first 1000 meals.  Emmanuel’s E-Meal ministry has 

become an Essential community service during the 

current Emergency sitation.  We’re out their Every 

day from 11:30 AM – 2 PM giving a meal and a 

smile to Everyone in need.  Thanks be to God for all 

the support we have received in the form of food, 

funding, time and prayer. 

--Pastor John 

Keystone Opportunity Center’s primary concern is 

the health and safety of our clients, students, 

volunteers, donors and staff. 

We appreciate your patience as changes are made to 

ensure everyone’s safety during this emergency. 

As a result of the Governor’s request for social 

distancing, please note the following changes: 

Food Pantry closed until further notice. 

Email us if you need to contact any of our staff, you 

can email us at contact@keystoneopp.org. 

Donations As it will be safer for all, we are 

temporarily unable to accept food or product 

donations. Please considering making a financial 

contribution so we can purchase the items our clients 

need most during this emergency.   

We will continue to post all alterations to our 

schedules here, and on social media, so please check 

Keystones website.  

The situation with COVID-19 impacts all of us, but 

most especially the clients we serve. Our staff are 

working on the front lines, providing emergency 

services every day. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 
 

 

 
We’re not scheduling any 

breakfasts for now but stay 
tuned for updates.   

We’ll be back serving  
our world-famous 

community breakfast soon! 

Sponsored by:  

Emmanuel’s 
Men in  

Missi0n 

 

mailto:contact@keystoneopp.org
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 Emmanuel 
Reaches Out! 

Emmanuel’s Lent 2020 Campaign 

Food for the Poor Housing – Guyana 

This year for Lent, we launch a campaign to raise 

funds to provide housing in the country of Guyana, 

the second poorest country in the Western 

Hemisphere.  Pastor John visited Guyana in 2018 

and saw first-hand the level of poverty and unsafe 

living conditions so many people are forced to 

endure.  He also visited a Food for the Poor housing 

scheme and saw the modest, new and safe dwellings 

being built by Food for the Poor for the neediest 

residents of Guyana. 

A housing sponsorship in Guyana costs only $3,800.  

Emmanuel’s Council authorized the fundraising 

program at its meeting on February 10, 2020.  We 

hope to raise funds for at least one house and may 

two or three. 

To make a donation to this project, you may put it in 

an offering envelope, and indicate how much should 

be designated for the Food for the Poor campaign. 

The fund-raising campaign has been extended 

indefinitely during disease containment restrictions. 

Let’s work together to show the love of Christ to our 

poor neighbors and give them some hope. 

Campaign total as of March 29, 2020 

$2,385 
 

Outreach in a Time of Pandemic 

From UMNews – March 17, 2020 

The continuing spread of COVID-19 is challenging 

pastors to consider how to do outreach when 

reaching out in person is difficult. 

This past weekend, churches across the U.S. held 

virtual worship services online – many for the first 

time. Now, pastors, staff and volunteers are 

continuing other aspects of ministry from a distance. 

The Rev. Wendy Hudson, pastor of Two Rivers 

Church, a 2-year-old United Methodist startup in 

Charleston, South Carolina, said her staff has spent 

the past week working to make all aspects of the 

church’s ministry fully digital. 

She has worship and programming planned for the 

next eight weeks. In addition, all small groups, 

pastoral care and community partnerships will 

continue through platforms like Facebook or Zoom 

conferencing software. 

The church keeps in touch with community members 

with limited internet access via text and phone calls. 

“Though we may be physically distant, we are 

connected to one another through God’s power, the 

gifts of technology and our care for each other that 

surpasses any limitations,” Hudson said.  

Embracing technology for ministry may be new 

territory for many churches, but for the Rev. 

Matthew Johnson, the coronavirus outbreak is “the 

eventuality I didn’t know I was preparing for.” 

Johnson, associate pastor at Barrington United 

Methodist Church in Barrington, Illinois, has long 

seen “the wonderful gift” of technology make new 

spaces for community. His church does e-devotions 

several times a week, has moved committee 

meetings to conference calls and is adding several 

online Vespers services each week. He’s using 

Google Meet to set up “open office” hours to 

connect with congregants and conduct Bible studies. 

Churches are still engaging in some hands-on 

ministry as safety permits, especially regarding care 

for neighbors.  The Rev. Hannah Ka, pastor of the 

Korean Community within Hope United Methodist 

Church in San Diego, said her church continues to 

assemble food deliveries for the elderly and other 

community members in need, as well as other now-

scarce necessities like toilet paper. She is soliciting 

members to donate surplus groceries and young 

people to help distribute the 
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 Emmanuel 

Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

 

Sunday Schedule 

Bible Study/Discussion – 9AM 

Worship and Sunday’s Kids – 10 AM 

Fellowship Time – 11 AM 

 

Contact Us: 

69 W. Broad Street • Souderton, PA 18964 

Church Telephone: 215-723-7514 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday – Thursday:  9AM – 2PM 

Other hours by appointment. 

It is suggested that you call ahead, 

 since hours can change. 

 

E-mail: 

Emmanuel@emmanuellutheranchurch.net  

On the Web: 

www.emmanuellutheranchurch.net 

Facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton  

Church Staff 

Reverend John T. Heidgerd, Pastor 

Mobile Phone: 1-914-275-3106 

Email Address: jheidgerd@gmail.com  

 

Dcn. Kathleen Afflerbach, Parish Admin. 

Dcn. Ethel Geist, Dir. of Music Ministries 

Michael B. Geiger, Facilities Manager 

Rev. Richard G. Miller, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 

Marlene H. Natali, Parish Deacon 

 Bulletin Sponsorhips are Available.  

Cost is  $15.00  

Please call the office if you would like 

to sponsor a bulletin. 

 

What’s 

Happening 

@ Emmanuel 

4/5/2020-4/12/2020 
 

Sun  

10:00 AM 

 

   
 

11:30AM – 

2PM 

Passion/Palm Sunday 

Worship Service streamed live on 

Emmanuel Facebook Page and 

Emmanuel Website 

E-Meal Distribution 

Mon 9:00 AM 

11:30AM – 

2PM 

E-Meal Preparation 

E-Meal Distribution 

Tue 9:00 AM 

11:30AM – 

2PM 

E-Meal Preparation 

E-Meal Distribution 

Wed 9:00 AM 

11:30AM – 

2PM 

E-Meal Preparation 

E-Meal Distribution 

Thu 9:00 AM 

11:30AM – 

2PM 

7:00 PM 

E-Meal Preparation 

E-Meal Distribution 
 

Maundy Thursday Dinner Church 

Service 

Fri 6:00AM-

7:00PM 

 

9:00 AM 

11:30AM – 

2PM 

7:15 PM 

Stations of the Cross Devotion every 

hour 
 

E-Meal Preparation 

E-Meal Distribution 
 

Good Friday Worship Service 

Sat 9:00 AM 

11:30AM – 

2PM 

E-Meal Preparation 

E-Meal Distribution 

Sun  

10:00 AM 

 

   

11:30AM – 

2PM 

Easter  

Worship Service streamed live on 

Emmanuel Facebook Page and 

Emmanuel Website 

E-Meal Distribution 

E-Meal Volunteers - please sign up online   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0949aaab2eaaff2-

emmanuel 

http://www.emmanuellutheranchurch.net/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0949aaab2eaaff2-emmanuel
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0949aaab2eaaff2-emmanuel

