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Welcome to 

Emmanuel ! 

May 2, 2021 

Fifth Sunday  

in Easter 
 

ñIt is wonderful to worship with you today!ò 

All are welcome here at Emmanuel regardless of 

your faith affiliation. 

All parts of todayôs worship service are printed in 

this bulletin, including words for the songs.   

To keep everyone safe, please be mindful of the 

following protocols, and note differences if we are 

gathering indoors or outdoors. 

1.  Masking is mandatory during all times you are 

in the church building. 

2.  Restroom use is limited to one person at a time 

per restroom.  Please follow posted instructions. 

3.   Seating is configured for social distancing. 

Please do not change your assigned seat for any 

reason. 

4.   We are not permitting congregational singing 

at this time.  To engage with the music, please 

hum underneath your mask, and pray the lyrics.  

5.  There will be no pastoral greeting or coffee 

hour following the service.  Please proceed 

outdoors or to your vehicles immediately 

following the service.  

6.  Windows and doors must remain open to 

ensure appropriate ventilation. 

This is a service of Holy Communion.  Procedures 

for the safe distribution of the Lord's Supper may be 

found on page 8. 

 

Emmanuel Worship is Online 

This worship service will be broadcast and live 

streamed through our Facebook page, and on our 

website.  Even if you are not able to watch live, the 

services will be recorded. You can find us at: 

https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton/ 

and on our website at: 

http://www.elcsouderton.org 

You can also check the Facebook page or website for 

ongoing updates, for daily devotion videos with 

Pastor John, and for information regarding 

Emmanuelôs E-Meal program, including what to 

donate, how to volunteer and the number of meals 

being served during the crisis. 

If you need to contact Pastor John, please call or text 

his mobile phone at 914-275-3106 or email him at 

jheidgerd@gmail.com. 

Introduction to the Day 

 

Christ is risen!  Christ is risen, indeed! 

This Sundayôs image of how the risen Christ shares 

his life and lovewith us is the image of the vine.  

Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each 

other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in 

the gospel and the first letter of John.  

Baptism makes us a part of Christôs living and life-

giving self and makes us alive with Christôs life. As 

the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us 

at his table. 

We are called the beloved of God ï sent out to love 

one another and by doing this we bear fruit for the 

life of the world. 

Alleluia! 

____________________________________ 

 

" Jesus is raised.  He is not here!ò 

Mark (16:6) 

___________________________ 

https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton/
http://www.elcsouderton.org/
mailto:jheidgerd@gmail.com


 

 

2 

 

THE SERVICE 
 

PRELUDE 

 TBD 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM   

In the name of the Father, 

and of the + Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning  

your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

 

Through the waters of the flood  

you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel  

from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John  

and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word  

you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water  

that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift  

of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives  

with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG   
          Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (367) 

 

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 

in praise of love that still abounds: 

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"  

Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!  

Repeat their song of glory here: 

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 Eternal is the gift he brings, 

therefore our heart with rapture sings: 

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"  

Now still he comes to give us life 

and by his presence stills all strife. 

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 

set heart and will on things above 

that we conquer through your triumph; 

grant grace sufficient for life's day 

that by our lives we truly say: 

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 Adoring praises now we bring 

and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 

"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!"  

Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

all the glory, never ending! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

EASTER ACCLAMATION  
(The acclamation is done three times) 

 

The Lord is Risen! 

 

The Lord is Risen Indeed.  Alleluia!  

 

 

 

GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 

And also with you. 
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SONG OF PRAISE  
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! (385) 

 

 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! 

Now is the triumph of our king! 

To all the world glad news we bring: 

All eluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

2 The Lord of life is ris'n this day; 

death's mighty stone is rolled away; 

let all the world rejoice and say: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

3 Praise we in songs of victory 

that love, that life, which cannot die, 

and sing with hearts uplifted high: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

4 Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 

and sing today with one accord, 

the life laid down, the life restored: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 
The Lord be with you. 

 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.  

 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from 

whom we cannot live.  

 

Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear 

the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

FIRST READING : Acts 8: 26-40 

 

A reading from Acts. 

 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, ñGet up and go 

toward the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.ò (This is a wilderness road.) So 

he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 

eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 

Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 

come to Jerusalem to worship8and was returning 

home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the 

prophet Isaiah.  

Then the Spirit said to Philip, ñGo over to this 

chariot and join it.ò 30So Philip ran up to it and heard 

him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ñDo you 

understand what you are reading?ò He replied, ñHow 

can I, unless someone guides me?ò And he invited 

Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage 

of the scripture that he was reading was this:  

 ñLike a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

   so he does not open his mouth. 

 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 

   For his life is taken away from the earth.ò 

The eunuch asked Philip, ñAbout whom, may I ask 

you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 

about someone else?ò Then Philip began to speak, 

and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him 

the good news about Jesus. 

As they were going along the road, they came to 

some water; and the eunuch said, ñLook, here is 

water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?ò 

He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 

Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and 

Philip baptized him.  

When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 

Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 

more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip 

found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing 

through the region, he proclaimed the good news to 

all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

 

 Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 22:25-31 (read responsively) 

 

 

 

From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows  

        in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 

 

 .  The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

   Let those who seek the LORD give praise! 

 May your hearts live forever! 

 

 

 

All the ends of the earth shall remember  

        and turn to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations  

        shall bow | before God. 

 

     For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

   who rules over the nations.  

 

 

 

Indeed, all who sleep in the earth  

        shall bow down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, 

        though they be dead,  

        shall kneel before the LORD. 

 

     Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 

   whom they shall proclaim  

 to generations to come. 

 

 

 

They shall proclaim Godôs deliverance  

        to a people yet unborn, 

  saying to them, ñThe LORD has acted!ò  

 

        Alleluia!  Amen!  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 John 4: 7-21 

A reading from 1 John. 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is 

from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 

knows God. Whoever does not love does not know 

God, for God is love. Godôs love was revealed 

among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 

world so that we might live through him. In this is 

love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and 

sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought 

to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we 

love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, 

because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have 

seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as 

the Savior of the world. God abides in those who 

confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide 

in God. So we have known and believe the love that 

God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in 

God, and God abides in them. Love has been 

perfected among us in this: that we may have 

boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so 

are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but 

perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with 

punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 

perfection in love.  

We love because he first loved us. Those who say, ñI 

love God,ò and hate their brothers or sisters, are 

liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister 

whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they 

have not seen. The commandment we have from him 

is this: those who love God must love their brothers 

and sisters also. 

 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

 

 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (please sing twice) 

 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (172) 

 

 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Hallelujah. Hallelujah.  

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 15: 1-8 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[[Jesus said:] 1ñI am the true vine, and my Father is 

the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that 

bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he 

prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already 

been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.  

 

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you unless you abide in me.   

 

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide 

in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 

from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not 

abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 

withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the 

fire, and burned.  

 

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 

for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 

My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much 

fruit and become my disciples.ò 

 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL RESPONSE (please sing twice) 

 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (172) 

 

 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Hallelujah. Hallelujah.  

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON  

 
The Rev. John T. Heidgerd 

 

At conclusion of the sermon, please stand as you are 

able for the Hymn of the Day 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   
 John's Love Letter ï ñBeloved Apostleò 

 (set to the tune of "Wie Schoen Leucht Uns Der Morgen Stern) 

 

 

1  Beloved apostle, you did write  

some prose to shine God's holy light 

on loving one another. 

As God's dear children all can see, we are one 

holy family, 

with Christ our friend and brother.  

Sharing, caring 

God abiding, 

Spirit guiding,  

Jesus bearing 

All three joined in love unsparing. 

 

 

 

2  While all to sin and darkness stray,  

the Word of Life makes bright our way 

and brings us absolution. 

In Jesus Christ, there is no sin  

and while in fellowship with him, 

we have our resolution. 

Seeing, freeing 

All forgiven  

Christ has risen 

God agreeing 

Drowning all our sinful being. 

 

 

 

3  Christ Jesus is our sacrifice,  

atoning for our life of vice 

and for the world around us. 

He gave his life that we would know 

 a new commandment here below 

to live a life of kindness. 

Yearning, Burning 

Christ receiving 

All believing 

We are learning 

Lord, to you 'tis we are turning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4  God's Holy Spirit we adore,  

speaks love to us and nothing more 

to show us God's true nature. 

A love the faithful now can see, i 

s God's own true identity 

and everlasting feature. 

Sending, Tending 

God is here now 

Spirit near now 

Jesus Spending 

Gracious love which knows no ending. 

 

 

 

 

5 Beloved apostle we have learned, 

what from God's Spirit in us burned: 

The love the world desires, 

We ponder God upon the cross,  

and count the suffering and the cost 

And learn what that inspires. 

God dies, we rise. 

Love in motion 

Pure devotion 

Death procuring 

New life lived with love enduring. 

 

 

 
(©2015 ï John T. Heidgerd) 

 

 
Note: Pastor John wrote this hymn in 2015 as part of his 

senior seminar at Lutheran Theological Seminary at 

Philadelphia.  It is a poem summarizing the key themes 

found in each chapter of the First Letter of John.  We 

have been reading from I John during this yearôs post-

easter services.  You may recognize the tune to which it is 

set.  (O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

At the end of each petition, the minister will say  

 

 "Hear us, O God." 

 

      The congregation responds:   

 

  "Your mercy is great." 

 

 

 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 And also with you.  

 

Let us now share a sign of God's peace with each 

other. 

 

 

OFFERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
Offerings will not be collected.  Please place your offering 

in the plate on the table at the entrance to the gathering 

space.  Offerings may be submitted electronically using the 
link on Emmanuel's website, by US Mail, or by delivery to 

the office during E-Meal distribution hours. 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Together, let us pray. 

  

God of love, 

  

you call us beloved children  

and welcome us to your table. 

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 

Abide with us and send us  

in service to a suffering world; 

for the sake of your beloved Child,  

Jesus Christ. 

  

 

      Amen. 

 

 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

The Lord be with you. 

 

 And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

PREFACE 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should, at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you,  

almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection 

 of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

 

the true Paschal Lamb  

who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter  

and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels,  

cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he + 

     who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people  

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

LORDôS PRAYER 

 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom  

 and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

 

 Come, eat and be satisfied. 

  

 Thanks be to God. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  
 

All God's people are invited by our Lord, 

 Jesus Christ to receive Holy Communion. 

 

 We receive these gifts of Christ's body and blood in 

faith, trusting that in this meal our Lord comes to us, 

forgives our sins, renews us in faith  

and leads us into new life. 

 

Today, the Lord's Supper will be offered "in one 

kind", that is with bread alone.  Lutherans have 

always held that a communion "in one kind" is the 

same as if both bread and wine are offered.  

 

You will not be asked to come to the altar to receive 

communion.  Instead, the Pastor and Assisting 

Minister will walk around to each person and offer 

the sacrament.  The Pastor and Assisting Minister 

will be masked for our protection and will remove a 

wafer from the chalice using tongs.    

 

If you wish to receive communion, please form a cup 

with your hands and the wafer will be dropped inside 

your hands, after which you may consume the wafer. 

 If you wish to receive gluten-free bread, please 

signal to the Pastor as he approaches. 

 

If you do not wish to receive Holy Communion, you 

may receive a brief blessing.  As the Pastor 

approaches, please place your hands across your 

chest in the form of the St. Andrew's cross. (X) 

 

(when all have been communed,  

please rise as you are able) 
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SONGS DURING COMMUNION   

 Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love (708) 

 

 

 

Refrain 

     Jesu, Jesu, 

     fill us with your love, 

     show us how to serve 

     the neighbors we have from you. 

 

 

 

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, 

silently washes their feet, 

master who acts as a slave to them.  

Refrain 

 

 

 

2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor, 

varied in color and race, 

neighbors are near us and far away. 

Refrain 

 

 

 

3 These are the ones we will serve, 

these are the ones we will love; 

all these are neighbors to us and you. 

Refrain 

 

 

 

4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, 

silently washing their feet: 

this is the way we will live with you. 

Refrain 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love Divine All Loves Excelling (631) 

 

 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 

enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 

 

 

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit  

into ev'ry troubled breast; 

let us all in thee inherit; 

let us find thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 

end of faith, as its beginning, 

set our hearts at liberty. 

 

 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 

 

 

 

4 Finish then thy new creation, 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in thee! 

Changed from glory into glory, 

till in heav'n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
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TABLE BLESSING  
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

 
Let us pray. 

  

Wellspring of joy, 

  

through this meal  

you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy  

to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  

             Amen. 

 

 

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED  
 Philip Coll  ï enlisting in US Air Force. 

(Philip, his family, and all service veterans are asked 

to join the Pastor at the front of the chancel) 
 

Beloved of God,  

Occasionally in the life of our church it is necessary 

to say farewell to those who must leave us. Today 

we bid farewell to Philip Coll, a member of our 

church family who is departing for duty in the 

United States Air Force in the service of our country.  

We want to recognize this occasion by sending him 

forth with our blessing.  

Phil, as you prepare to leave us for a time, we want 

to assure you of our love and support, and to offer 

you our blessing. There are also several things we 

hope you will remember while you are gone.  

 

(Person 1). Know that you are never alone. 

Remember the words of the Psalmist, who said: 

ñGod is our refuge and strength, a very present help 

in trouble (Ps. 46:1).ò No matter where you go or 

what you experience, God is with you.  

 

(Person 2)  Never forget who and whose you are. 

First and foremost, you are a beloved child of God. 

You are part of this family here at Emmanuel, and 

you are forever part of Godôs family in all times and 

places.  Be proud of who you are as you live your 

calling to serve.  Do your best to live up to your 

higher calling as a follower of Jesus Christ. And on 

those occasions when you fall short, be assured that 

Godôs love for you never fails.  

(Pastor) Finally, know that our prayers will 

accompany you. Though you will be absent from us, 

we will hold you in our hearts. We will be here for 

your family while you are gone.  And we will be 

here for you when you return.  

(Pastor ï to congregation): You have heard these 

words of assurance. Do you, Philip Collôs church 

family, pledge to support him with your love and 

your prayers?  And will you care for his family as he 

offers his service to our country?  

 We pledge our support.  

(A gift is presented to Philip from the congregation) 

(Presenter) Philip, as you leave us, we want to offer 

this token of our Godôs promise with you. We hope 

you will keep it with you as a constant reminder that, 

wherever you are, you are part of our church family 

and we love you and care about you.  

Prayer of Blessing  

(All gathered are invited to ñlay hands onò on Philip 

for this blessing.) 

Let us pray.  

Gracious God,  

As we offer Philip this remembrance of his baptism, 

we ask your blessing upon him as he departs to serve 

our country. Watch over him, protect him, and assure 

him of your abiding presence in every situation.  

Grant him strength and courage to overcome every 

trial and temptation. Grant him the peace of knowing 

that there is nothing that can ever separate him from 

your love.  

We now send him forth with our blessing and 

confident in the blessing from you for which we pray 

in Jesus name. 

Amen.  

(the assembly may applaud in thanksgiving to God) 
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BLESSING 
 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

 

            Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

  

 

May our glorious God  

grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

  

 

The God of life, 

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

  

 
            Amen. 

 
(All may return to their places.) 

 

 

 

SENDING SONG (verses 1-4)  

Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! (380) 

 

1 Hallelujah! Jesus lives! 

He is now the Living One; 

from the gloomy halls of death 

Christ, the conqueror, has gone, 

bright forerunner to the skies 

of his people, yet to rise. 

 

2 Jesus lives! Why do you weep? 

Why that sad and mournful sigh? 

Christ who died our brother here 

lives our brother still on high, 

lives forever to bestow 

blessings on his church below. 

 

3 Jesus lives! And thus, my soul, 

life eternal waits for you; 

joined to Christ, your living head, 

where he is, you shall be too; 

with the Lord, at God's right hand, 

as a victor you shall stand. 

 

(continued in next column) 

 

 

 

4 Jesus lives! Let all rejoice. 

Praise him, ransomed of the earth. 

Praise him in a nobler song, 

cherubim of heav'nly birth. 

Praise the victor king, whose sway 

sin and death and hell obey. 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL  

 
Go in peace.  

Share the good news. Alleluia! 

  

            Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 

POSTLUDE (verse 5)  

 Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! (380) 

 

5 Hallelujah! Angels, sing! 

Join with us in hymns of praise. 

Let your chorus swell the strain 

which our feebler voices raise: 

Glory to our God above 

and on earth his peace and love! 

 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Emmanuel  
Worships  

 

An Update from 

Pastor John 

Praise the Lord! 

 
Praise the Lord.  It really should be one of the first 

things we do in the morning. 

Praise the Lord ï God has given me another day. 

Praise the Lord ï the sun has risen. 

Praise the Lord ï for the life we can see and hear 

emerging around us. 

Praise the Lord ï for that first cup of coffee. 

Praise the Lord ï for what has to get done today. 

Praise the Lord ï for what wonôt get done today. 

Praise the Lord ï for the joys of the day. 

Praise the Lord ï for the sorrows of the day. 

Even on a day when nothing seems particularly 

special.  That is a good day to Praise the Lord. 

 

There is no better time than right now to Praise the 

Lord.  No need to wait for something joyous or 

something sorrowful. 

 

The Lordôs presence is with us whether we 

acknowledge it or not ï even in those most ordinary 

moments of life. 

 

What a gift we have been given to know that God is 

in our midst ï always present ï always with us. 

 

A God that is worthy of our praise - no matter what 

the moment ï no matter what the season ï no matter 

what the reason - even for no reason at all. 

 

Letôs start our day.  Letôs start our week. 

 

Letôs start every day we are given. 

 

Letôs begin the rest of our lives right now with three 

simple words. 

 

Praise the Lord. 

 

If you need more inspiration to Praise the Lord, go 

ahead and read Psalm 103! 

 

A Note on the SEPA Synod Assembly 

After canceling the assembly for 2020, the Southeast 

PA Synod gathered virtually on Saturday, April 24 ï 

the first time a SEPA Assembly had been conducted 

completely via electronic media.  Our deleates to the 

assembly were Jennifer Casta, Evan Freed and 

Taylor Stroup, along with Pastor John.  While we 

missed the togetherness that comes from meeting in-

person, you can see in the photo below that there are 

some benefits of attending an online assembly. 

 

The Synod did a spectacular job using ï and leading 

us all - through the new technology.  There wasnôt 

much on the agenda beyond the usual elections and 

reports.  One thing of note:  Pastor John was elected 

to Synod Council for a three-year term.   

 

An Update on Indoor/Outdoor Worship 

We continue to watch news reports, monitor local 

Covid-19 activity, guidelines of governing officials 

and safety recommendations.  We encourage 

everyone to get vaccinated, especially now that all 

adults are now eligible to receive a vaccine. 

For now, we are planning to continue indoor 

worship, with restrictions, through May 9, 2021.  

Beginning on May 16, we are scheduled to return to 

outdoor worship in our back parking lot.  Weather 

permitting, we will worship outdoors ï with limited 

restrictions in place ï through June 20. 

The Church Council is still considering summer 

worship, which may be a weekly, weather- related 

decision, given the potential for very hot, humid 

weather.   As we all know, things can change 

quickly, so stay tuned. 

By the way ï May is a special month for worship 

services as youôll see on the next page! 

+ Pastor John + 
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