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The Nativity of Our Lord 

Christmas Day 

December 25, 2021  
 

Welcome to Emmanuel ! 

“It is wonderful to worship with you today.” 

All are welcome here at Emmanuel regardless of 

your faith affiliation. 

All parts of today’s worship service are printed in 

this bulletin, including words for the songs.   

IMPORTANT:  COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS 

FOR CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

Emmanuel is not requiring masking at this time, but 

it is STRONGLY ENCOURAGED.  Masking is 

REQUIRED to sit in the balcony. 

In addition, please consider the following guidelines: 

1. If you feel sick, please stay home and enjoy the 

worship services online.  Both Christmas Eve 

services will be live-streamed. 

2. If you have not been vaccinated, you may be 

safer to enjoy the services from home.  If you do 

come in person, it is STRONGLY suggested that 

you wear a mask and consider balcony seating. 

3. Observe social distance when choosing where to 

sit.  At least 3 feet from someone who is not a 

member of your household. 

4. Please do not congregate in the gathering space 

before or after worship.  There will be a “Happy 

Birthday Jesus” cake at the 5PM service, but it 

will be sliced and wrapped for you to take home. 

5. Unless the temperatures are bitterly cold, we will 

have windows opened and fans turned on to 

improve ventilation.  If you are coming in 

person, please dress appropriately. 

6. Holy Communion will be celebrated at the 7:30 

PM service only and it will be “in one kind”, that 

is bread only. 

Let’s all work together to do our best to keep each 

other safe as we gather for Christmas Eve. 

Emmanuel Worship is Online 

This worship service will be broadcast and live 

streamed through our Facebook page, and on our 

website.  Even if you are not able to watch live, the 

services will be recorded. You can find us at: 

https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton/ 

and on our website at: 

http://www.elcsouderton.org 

Please check the Facebook Page or Website for 

ongoing updates of all the great things happening at 

Emmanuel, including Pastor John’s daily GodCasts. 

If you need to contact Pastor John, please call or text 

his mobile phone at 914-275-3106 or email him 

at jheidgerd@gmail.com 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

 

As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day 

the Word illumines the world, shining forth to bring 

all things into being. Today we celebrate the 

incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live among 

us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. 

Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, 

along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all 

witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the 

world that we have indeed seen and been 

transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our 

God.” O come, let us adore! 

 

 

____________________________________ 

“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has happened, which the Lord has told 

us about.” 

(Luke 2:15) 

____________________________________ 

https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton/
http://www.elcsouderton.org/
mailto:jheidgerd@gmail.com
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THE SERVICE 

PRELUDE  

 TBD 

 

  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION 

Please stand as you are able. 

Many ages from the time when God created the 

heavens and the earth, and then formed man and 

woman in God’s own image; 

long after the great flood, when God made the 

rainbow shine forth as a sign of the covenant; 

 

twenty-one centuries from the time the promise was 

given to Abraham and Sarah; 

 

thirteen centuries after Moses led the people of Israel 

out of Egypt and Miriam danced in freedom; 

 

eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the 

judges; 

 

one thousand years from the anointing of David as 

king; 

 

in fulfillment of the times and years and months and 

days discerned by the prophets; 

 

in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 

 

the seven hundred and fifty-second year from 

the founding of the city of Rome; 

 

the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian 

Augustus;  

 

while the whole world enjoyed a span of peace, 

 

 

 

 

Jesus Christ, eternal God, Son of the eternal Father,  

desiring to hallow the world by his coming in mercy,  

being conceived by the Holy Spirit and nine months 

of growth in the womb of his mother— 

 

now in our own times is the nativity of our Lord 

Jesus Christ,  

 

Let us go now to Bethlehem  

to hear the news the angels sing. 

 

GATHERING SONG 

Angels, from the Realms of Glory (275) 

  

1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 

wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

once you sang creation's story, 

now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 

watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

yonder shines the infant light. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 

brighter visions beam afar; 

seek the great desire of nations, 

you have seen his natal star. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

4 All creation, join in praising 

God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

evermore your voices raising 

to the eternal Three in One. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 
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   And also with you. 

 
 

 

SONG OF PRAISE 
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (288) 

 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

give ye heed to what we say: 

Jesus Christ is born today; 

ox and ass before him bow, 

and he is in the manger now. 

 

Christ is born today! 

Christ is born today! 

 

2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye hear of endless bliss: 

Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has opened heaven's door, 

and we are blest forevermore. 

 

Christ was born for this! 

Christ was born for this! 

 

3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye need not fear the grave; 

Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all 

to gain the everlasting hall. 

 

Christ was born to save! 

Christ was born to save! 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

Let us Pray: 

 

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your 

light into our world has brightened weary hearts with 

peace. Call us out of darkness and empower us to 

proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 62: 6-12 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

 Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, 

 I have posted sentinels; 

 all day and all night 

 they shall never be silent. 

 

 You who remind the LORD, 

 take no rest, and give him no rest 

 until he establishes Jerusalem 

 and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 

 

 The LORD has sworn by his right hand 

 and by his mighty arm: 

 

 I will not again give your grain 

 to be food for your enemies, 

 and foreigners shall not drink the wine 

 for which you have labored; 

 but those who garner it shall eat it 

 and praise the LORD, 

 and those who gather it shall drink it 

 in my holy courts. 

 

 Go through, go through the gates, 

 prepare the way for the people; 

 build up, build up the highway, 

 clear it of stones, 

 lift up an ensign over the peoples. 

 

 The LORD has proclaimed 

 to the end of the earth: 

 Say to daughter Zion, 

 "See, your salvation comes; 

 his reward is with him, 

 and his recompense before him." 

 

 They shall be called, "The Holy People, 

 The Redeemed of the LORD"; 

 and you shall be called, "Sought Out, 

 A City Not Forsaken." 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 97: Psalm 97 

 

 Read Responsively 

A reading from Psalm.  The LORD is king! Let the 

earth rejoice; 

let the many coastlands be glad! 

Clouds and thick darkness are all around 

him;righteousness and justice are the 

foundation of his throne. 

Fire goes before him, 

and consumes his adversaries on every side. 

 

His lightnings light up the world; 

the earth sees and trembles. 

The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, 

before the LORD of all the earth. 

The heavens proclaim his righteousness; 

and all the peoples behold his glory. 

All worshipers of images are put to shame, 

those who make their boast in worthless idols; 

all gods bow down before him. 

Zion hears and is glad, 

and the towns of Judah rejoice, 

because of your judgments, O God. 

For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; 

you are exalted far above all gods. 

 

The LORD loves those who hate evil; 

he guards the lives of his faithful; 

he rescues them from the hand of the 

wicked. 

Light dawns for the righteous, 

and joy for the upright in heart. 

 

Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, 

and give thanks to his holy name! 

 

 

SECOND READING: Titus 3: 4-7 

A reading from Titus. But when the goodness and 

loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he 

saved us, not because of any works of righteousness 

that we had done, but according to his mercy, 

through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 

Spirit.  

 

This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by 

his grace, we might become heirs according to the 

hope of eternal life.  

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
     Angels We Have Heard on High (289)  

          (Verses 1-2)  

 

 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 

sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply, 

echoing their joyous strains. 

 

 

Refrain: 

 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

 

 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

which inspire your heav'nly song? Refrain 
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GOSPEL: John 1:1-14 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All things came into being 

through him, and without him not one thing came 

into being. What has come into being in him was 

life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was 

John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 

that all might believe through him. He himself was 

not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 

true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 

into the world. 

 

He was in the world, and the world came into being 

through him; yet the world did not know him. He 

came to what was his own, and his own people did 

not accept him. But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God, who were born, not of blood or of 

the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 

we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 

only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

GOSPEL RESPONSE  
Angels We Have Heard on High (289)  

            (Verse 3)  

 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

him whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn king. 

Refrain 

 

Please be seated 

 

 
 

SERMON (beginning with Children’s Message) 

The Rev. John T. Heidgerd 

 

At the conclusion of the sermon, please stand as you 

are able for the Hymn of the Day 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

    Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (270) 

 

 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled." 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 

Refrain: 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king!" 

 

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 

Hail, incarnate deity! 

Pleased as man with us to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel! Refrain 

 

 

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

ris'n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise each child of earth, 

born to give us second birth. Refrain 
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THE NICENE CREED 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene 

Creed 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth,  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit  

and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified  

under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

church. 

 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins.  

 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  

 

 

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

At the end of each petition, the minister will say 

 “Hear us, O God.” 

 

 

The congregation responds: 

 “Your mercy is great.” 

 

 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

And also, with you. 

 

Let us now share a sign of God’s peace with each 

other. 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

 

Please be seated as we gather our offerings and 

present them to God. 

 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

“See, Amid the Winter Snow” – Caswall 

 

Rev. John Heidgerd, Soloist 

 

 

Please stand as you are able 
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OFFERING SONG   

What Feast of Love (487)  

 

1 What feast of love is offered here, 

what banquet come from heaven? 

What food of everlasting life, 

what gracious gift is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

the bread come down from heaven. 

Oh, taste and see and sing! 

How sweet the manna given! 

 

 

2 What light of truth is offered here, 

what covenant from heaven? 

What hope of everlasting life, 

what wondrous word is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

the sun come down from heaven. 

Oh, see and hear and sing! 

The Word of God is given! 

 

 

3 What wine of love is offered here, 

what crimson drink from heaven? 

What stream of everlasting life, 

what precious blood is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

the sweetest wine of heaven. 

Oh, taste and see and sing! 

The Son of God is given! 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Together, let us pray. 

 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth 

of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring 

the riches of your grace. As you have blessed 

us with your gifts, let them be blessing for 

others.  

 

With the trees of the field, with all earth and 

heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

(Spoken by pastor) 

 

The Lord be with you. 

 

 And also, with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

    

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 

God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot 

see. 

 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY HOLY HOLY  
 

 Once in Royal David's City (269) 

 

(please sing verse 2) 

 

He came down to earth from heaven 

who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, 

and his cradle was a stall; 

with the poor and meek and lowly, 

lived on earth our Savior holy. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
                                              

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.   

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to 

pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. 

 

Amen.  

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet.  The feast is now ready. 

Thanks be to God.         

 

 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD  
 Love Has Come (292) 

 

 

1 Love has come--a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

hear how their song of joy arises: 

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 

Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

 

 

 

2 Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 

Love is God now asleep in the hay. 

See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 

what is the name her heart is saying? 

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 

Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 

 

 

 

3 Love has come and never will leave us! 

Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. 

Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 

Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 
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           Please be seated. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

  
All God's people are invited by our Lord, 

 Jesus Christ to receive Holy Communion. 

 

 

 We receive these gifts of Christ's body and 

blood in faith, trusting that in this meal our Lord 

comes to us, forgives our sins, renews us in 

faith and leads us into new life. 

 

. 

  Lutherans hold to the understanding that 

Christ's Real Presence in body is there with the 

bread and the gathered community of saints.  . 

 

 

Please approach the chancel area, starting with 

the first row and using the middle aisle.  As you 

stand in line, please observe at least 3 feet of 

distance between you and the person in front of 

you on line. 

 

 

Please proceed to the Pastor or Assisting 

Minister where you will a communion wafer will 

be placed in your cupped hand. 

 

 

All wine or grape juice is in individual 

cups.   After receiving the bread please take a 

cup of wine or grape juice to drink. As you 

return to your seat via the side aisles, please 

deposit the used communion cup in the 

designated container. 

 

 

If you wish to receive gluten-free bread, please 

signal to the Pastor or Asst. Minister. 

 

If you do not wish to receive Holy Communion, 

you may receive a brief blessing.  As you 

approach, please place your hands across your 

chest in the form of the St. Andrew's cross. (X)  

(when all have been communed, 

please rise as you are able) 

 

 

SONGS DURING COMMUNION  
 

        O Come All Ye Faithful (283) 

 
 

1.  O come, all ye faithful,  

 joyful and triumphant! 

 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

 come and behold him,  

 born the king of angels: 

 

Refrain 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 Christ the Lord! 

 

 

2 The highest, most holy, 

 light of light eternal, 

 born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

 Son of the Father 

 now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 

 

 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

 sing in exultation, 
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 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

 Glory to God 

 in the highest:  Refrain 

 

 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

 born this happy morning; 

 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 

 Word of the Father, 

 now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Together, let us pray. 

 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 

God with us,  

in these gifts of bread and wine. 

As we have shared this feast of love, 

strengthen us to share your love  

with all the world. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SENDING SONG 
     He Came Down (253) 

 

1 He came down that we may have love; 

he came down that we may have love; 

he came down that we may have love; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

 

2 He came down that we may have light; 

he came down that we may have light; 

he came down that we may have light; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

 

3 He came down that we may have peace; 

he came down that we may have peace; 

he came down that we may have peace; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

 

4 He came down that we may have joy; 

he came down that we may have joy; 

he came down that we may have joy; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
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Go in peace.. 

Rejoice in Christ, Our Saviour 

 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 He Came Down (253 – v1) 

 

1 He came down that we may have love; 

he came down that we may have love; 

he came down that we may have love; 

hallelujah forevermore.  

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. 

All rights reserved. 

 

 

Emmanuel 
Worships 

 

Sunday, January 2 
10:00 AM Worship 

Second Sunday of Christmas 
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Sunday, January 9 
The Baptism  
of our Lord 

Emmanuel 
Worships 
 

This is a such familiar text to many, and we read it 

often during Christmas Eve services.  The prophecy 

of Isaiah ties the events we remember on Christmas 

to things foretold in ancient times – times filled with 

trouble and bereft of peace.  The people who are 

walking in darkness look for light.  They seek hope 

amidst their despair. 

At our Pastor’s bible study this week, we spent an 

unusually long amount of time discussing this text, 

unpacking its meaning, and thinking about how it 

speaks to people of today; in our own times filled 

with trouble and bereft of peace.  We are left to ask: 

“When will this promised 

time of endless peace come to pass?”.  Here we are – 

5,000 years after Isaiah and 2,000 years after Jesus 

was born, and it seems as if little as changed.  We 

remain a people in darkness, searching for light; a 

people in despair wondering what has happened to 

hope. 

One of my colleagues pointed out that the Isaiah 

prophecy does presage a time of be endless peace, 

but that peace is connected to the authority of the 

promised Prince of Peace and the growth of that 

authority throughout the world and through the ages. 

Perhaps, then, the peace that we lack in the world, 

the troubles we experience year after year, the 

darkness that never seems to brighten is about whose 

authority reigns in the world, and whose authority 

reigns in the hearts of God’s people. 

 

We all love the images and messages of Christmas – 

the story of humble Mary and Joseph travelling to 

Bethlehem – finally receiving hospitality from a 

stranger – just in time to give birth to a child “so 

tender and mild”.  It’s a story full of wonder and a 

story full of promise.  Our remembrances of it each 

year bring us hope. 

But there is a hard truth that comes with this son that 

has been given to us, this Emmanuel, God With Us – 

and that is this:  That the baby Jesus claims authority 

over our lives, that he is our Wonderful Counselor, 

made known to us as God’s Word brought to life. 

A Christmas 
Message from 
Pastor John 

Isaiah 9: 6-7 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

    and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually  and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

    He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
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What would have to change in your life to make this 

child that was promised to us – foretold to bring a 

reign of endless peace – have complete authority 

over all that you do – all that you seek – all that you 

desire – all that you value? 

It’s a hard question to answer because it poses a 

challenge to us.  As we approach the manger of 

Bethlehem yet again this year, what are we willing to 

leave behind so that the spirit of Christmas – the 

promise of endless peace – can be finally realized?  

My Christmas prayer for all of us is this.  That we 

open our hearts to the promise that unfolds before us 

and accept the Prince of Peace as the one and only 

authority in our lives.  

A Blessed and Peaceful Christmas to you my friends 

and God Bless us, everyone.  +PJ+  
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Emmanuel 
Worships 

 

Dear friends at 

Emmanuel Church, 

 

I am sitting here this 

crisp December evening, 

Christmas music playing 

on the magnificent stereo 

player you presented to 

Meleny and me when I 

retired in 1999.   

 

Earlier today I paged through the day’s issue of 

The Philadelphia Inquirer. On its pages I read of 

the acts of violence and of human need which 

have become the norm for our times.  And I 

thought of Edmund Sears.  You will not know 

his name, but for many Christmases you have 

sung his carol, “It Came Upon the Midnight 

Clear.” 

 

Sears was a Unitarian minister who lived in 

Massachusetts during the mid-1800’s.  This 

carol was first sung at a Christmas Eve service 

about 170 years ago.  It is one of the first carols 

to link together the message of Bethlehem with 

the social needs of the world.  Sears wrote it 

with the events of his day in mind – revolution in 

Europe and this nation’s war with Mexico.  

Ironically, it was written only 12 years before 

the start of an even worse event – the Civil War. 

The stanza which is most relevant for our day is 

sometimes omitted from hymnals.  It reads: 

 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 

the world has suffered long; 

Beneath the heav’nly strain have rolled 

two thousand years of wrong; 

And man, at war with man, hears not 

the tidings which they bring; 

O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 

and hear the angels sing! 

 

 

 

 

So, it is with today’s headlines in mind, and the 

words of this carol, that I reach out to you all 

once more with this Christmas message of 

heartfelt greetings and love. 

 

Never can a Christmas go by that I do not think 

of the many years which my family and I spent 

in the home at 75 West Broad Street.  How we 

loved to decorate its nooks and crannies with 

sweet-smelling greens and decorations gathered 

over many years.  One could feel a bit nostalgic, 

knowing that the family Christmases which it 

once knew will be no more.  And yet, I find 

myself, this Christmas, feeling a deep sense of 

satisfaction in knowing that soon there will be 

persons living within its walls once again; and 

that they will find there the kind of welcome 

space and security which my family always felt 

in that home.  For this I am grateful. 

 

I am grateful, too, for the resilience which our 

congregation has shown through the years since 

I retired.  It has not been an easy time.  But the 

message of “Emmanuel” has proven to be true: 

God has been with us.  I am particularly proud 

of how, since the coming of Pastor John and his 

wife, you have reached out into the community 

to help meet the needs and challenges which lie 

all around us.  I pray that you will never “grow 

weary in well-doing.” 

 

At 87, I realize that I cannot anticipate another 

twenty-two years of retirement.  But this 

Christmas I am grateful for those years which 

the Lord has given me and the health with which 

I have been blessed, enabling me to continue 

serving him whichever way he leads me.  It is 

always a joy to see you when I am free to be 

with you on a Sunday morning.  This Christmas 

let us remember yet again that God once took the 

initiative to live among us.  He still does. 

                                                                                               

Pastor Miller 

A Christmas Message from 
Pastor Miller 
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Emmanuel 
Nurtures ! 

Upcoming Group Activities 
at Emmanuel 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Next Meeting 

Monday, January 17 

@ 7PM 

The Personal 

Librarian –  

Marie Benedict. 

Join the ladies of Emmanuel  

for fun conversation and fellowship – 

and always a good read! 

Meet in Emmanuel’s Choir Room 

For information, e-mail Mary Anne Morral 

morral@verizon.net 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Knitters and Crocheters !   

“Come and gather 
to make shawls  

for those in need 

of comfort.” 

Next Meeting:    

Sunday, Jan 2 – 

1PM 

And every first Sunday of the month 

In Emmanuel’s Parlor  

Instruction available for all who are 

interested. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Hi Friends! 

Christmas is getting closer.  It’s exciting to count 
down the days to celebrate the birth of Jesus to 
Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem.  We’ve got one 
more weeks of Advent lessons before our 
Christmas break. 

Please remember to bring and wear your masks 
every week.  Anyone in the Sunday’s KIDS room 
must wear a mask.   

What do you really love about Christmas?  Is it the 
gifts under the tree, or is it a visit from Santa 
Claus, or the Elf on the Shelf? 

These are all fun things that happen at Christmas 
but none of it would be possible without Jesus, 
because Christmas is the day we remember the 
birth of Jesus who came to us as a little baby and 
who grew up to change the world.  Jesus really is 
the “reason for the season” of Christmas. 

Remember that this Christmas when you are waking 
up to see what Santa put under the Christmas 
Tree, opening your presents, playing with your new 
toys, The greatest gift of all is Jesus. 

Remember, God Loves You – and so do we! 

Have a very merry Christmas.  And remember we 
won’t have Sunday’s KIDS on December 26th. 

Ms. Ann Marie, Ms. Carole, Ms. Debbie, Ms. 
Macey and Ms. Taylor. 

 

On Facebook 

Mon-Sat 8AM 

“Stay 
Connected to 
God’s Word” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:morral@verizon.net
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Emmanuel 
Nurtures ! 

Special Prayer Concerns 

+ For the family and friends of Doris Alderfer and 

 Shirley Moyer as they grieve their loss, 

 especially during Christmas. 

+ For our Bishop, Rev. Patricia Davenport  

and her staff.  For Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

and the ELCA Churchwide staff. 

+ For peace to come into our world, and into our 

hearts. 

+ For the victims of the recent tornadoes that 

devasted Kentucky and other parts of the 

Mississippi Valley. 

+ For hurricane victims in Honduras and other 

   Central American countries.  

+ For those experiencing homelessness, especially as 

   the weather gets colder. 

+ In thanksgiving to God for vaccinations being 

   available for children and for an end to the 

   COVID-19 pandemic. 

+ For clarity and sensible measures to be taken 

   regarding the omicron variant of the  

   Covid-19 virus. 

+ In thanksgiving for God’s guiding spirit and 

   providence as we continue the work being 

   done through the E-Meal Ministry. 

+ For an end to the abusive enslavement of people 

   who are being trafficked for profit. 

For Members Serving in the Military 

Philip Coll 

PO. Box- 8454 

Cheyenne WY 82003 

For our Homebound Members 

Jacqui Bond 

Dominick De Salvo 

Helen De Turk 

Norma Detweiler 

Betty Frese 

Rita Fritz 

Louella Gehringer 

Dorothy Rodemer 

Kathryn Stover 

Faye Wetzel 

Dorothy Wohlgemuth 

 

For Health and Healing 

Members of Emmanuel 

Roy Becker 

Anthony Campolei  

Elaine Cash 

Marilyn Detwiler 

Shirley Heller 

Faye and Rich Landis 

Deb Mc Elwee 

Ann Renner 

Teddy Snyder 

Harry Thompson 

Floyd and Ruth Yothers 

Preston Yothers 

For Friends of Emmanuel 

John Becker Sr. (Roy Becker’s Father) 

Dennis Beer (friend of the Kulps)  

Jim Clark (friend of Caren and Doug Landis) 

Luca Condo (friend of Ruth Miller) 

Shiela Coward (friend of Rita Fritz) 

Alicia and Mike Daniels (friends of Julie Freed) 

Family of Sebastian DiMauro (Cousin of Pastor John) 

Donna and Kevin Dietz (friends of Rita Fritz) 

Helen Freed (Evan Freed’s Grandmother) 

Sharon and John Garner (Jen Casta’s Parents) 

Sabrina Haap (Ruth Miller’s Niece)  

Kathy Heckler (Heckler’s Daughter in Law) 

Eric Heckler (Grandson of Gloria & Gerry Heckler) 

Deborah Holcombe (Pastor John’s sister-in-law) 

Tom Krupp (Friend of the Beckers) 

Hildegard Lamparter (Mother of Priscilla Lamparter) 

Christopher Marley (Son of Juanita Marley) 

Todd McDaniels (Friend of the McElwees) 

Ed Natali (David’s Brother) 

Neal Maiers (Friend of Deb & Patrick McElwee) 

Katie Parsons (Friend of the McElwees) 

Alayna Pagano (Friend of Jane Vogel) 

Patrick Family (Friends of Julie Freed) 

Richard Plinke (friend of Gerry and Dave Blaich) 

Alicia Ranberg (Friend of the Crouthamels) 

Ari Richter (Friend of Caren and Doug Landis) 

Stewart Schrauger (Julie Freed’s Brother)  

Michael Smith (friend of Cheryl Starke)  

Joan Stankus (Mother of Andy Stankus) 

Tom Swanson (friend of the Mc Elwees) 

Eric Sykes (Anita’s Son) 

Chase Ziegler (Christman’s Great-Grandson) 

In order to keep our Prayer List up to date, names will 

remain for four weeks unless otherwise notified 

 

 

In Our 
Prayers… 
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Emmanuel 

Serves !  

Thanks Be to God! 

It has been an amazing year of blessings for 

Emmanuel’s E-Meal Ministry.  115,000 

meals handed up in 2021 – over 2,000 meals 

per week.  We couldn’t have done it without 

an amazing community that refuses to let 

anyone go hungry in the Indian Valley.  Let’s 

keep it going in 2022! 

 

E-Meal Volunteers Are Needed! 

We have a particular need for volunteers on 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday  

during the 10:30 – 1:00 shifts. 

Please take time today and sign up to 

volunteer.  Signing up is easy.  Click the 

following link to sign up. 

https://rb.gy/47vkgh 

 

E-Meal Donations Are Needed! 

And, if you can support the E-Meal ministry 

financially, please click here for a link to do 

so easily and securely: 

Online Giving to Emmanuel 

(bit.ly/3iRyXn) 

"By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on 

high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit 

in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our 

feet into the way of peace" (Luke 1:78-79). 

 

On the night of Dec. 10 and early morning of Dec. 

11, an outbreak of at least 30 tornadoes swept 

through six states. So far, 94 people are reported 

dead across five states, more than 80 of those in 

Kentucky. For those unaccounted for, search-and-

rescue operations are underway. Homes and 

businesses were destroyed, and over 300,000 people 

were without electricity. 

Lutheran Disaster Response is collaborating with the 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod and other partners in the 

area to assess the damage and develop an immediate 

and a long-term response plan. Your gifts to support 

these response efforts will empower our partners to 

meet survivors’ immediate and long-term needs. 

Given the extent of the damage, recovery will take 

years as thousands of homes will need to be rebuilt 

or repaired. With your support, Lutheran Disaster 

Response can accompany survivors on the long road 

to recovery. 

Your gifts to “U.S. Tornadoes” will be used in full 

(100%) to help people impacted by the tornadoes 

until the response is complete. 

The season of Advent is a time of hope as we 

prepare to celebrate Christ's birth. Right now, we 

have an opportunity to share hope with our 

neighbors in their time of greatest need. Please join 

me in prayer and consider giving if you are able. 
 

 

CLICK HERE TO GIVE 

Or visit www.elca.org 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRn6TMsZ0yxcJ_vcjUQ1TuYuhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouVUxyeQIxAkg8B2zFjJAko4=&ver=3
mailto:https://community.elca.org/USTornadoRelief?erid=a5b87bcf-895b-4a30-8c7d-7413a56e966b&trid=a5b87bcf-895b-4a30-8c7d-7413a56e966b
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Emmanuel 
 Serves ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 An opportunity to join our 

neighboring churches to build the 

Beloved Community 

Volunteer Opportunities  
at Meleny’s House 

Help finish the renovations 

Painting – Woodworking – Flooring – Cleaning 

For More Information or to 
 Sign Up for Work Days into March 2022 

Click Here or go to https://bit.ly/3q0dD4l 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/melenys-house-work-party-tickets-228969984387?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://bit.ly/3q0dD4l
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Emmanuel 
Reaches Out !  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Help Emmanuel Win a $250 Amazon Gift Card 

Because the need for blood is so great right now, The American Red Cross will award a $250 

Amazon Gift Card to Blood Drives that exceed a goal of 20 units donated in December. 

 

Will you sign up today to help us win $250? 

Announcing the December 2021 

Blood Drive in partnership with the 

American Red Cross 
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Emmanuel 
Reaches Out ! 

 

 

 

 

If you haven’t given to the 
Honduras Relief Fund, please 

make a gift today. 
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Emmanuel 
Reaches Out ! 

  
   

Some January Events  
to put on your  
2022 Calendar 

All are invited to attend and participate.   

This is not only for Pastors and Deacons! 
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Emmanuel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

Current Sunday Schedule  

Online Sunday’s KIDS – 9:30 AM 

Online and In-Person Worship – 10:00 AM 

*INDOORS beginning October 24, 2021* 

Sunday’s KIDS In Person – 10:00 AM 

Contact Us: 

69 W. Broad Street • Souderton, PA 18964 

Church Telephone: 215-723-7514 

Email:  Emmanuel@emmanuellutheranchurch.net  

Website:  www.elcsouderton.org 

Facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton  

Church Staff 

Reverend John T. Heidgerd, Pastor 

Mobile Phone: 1-914-275-3106 

Email Address: jheidgerd@gmail.com  

Ann Marie Heidgerd – E-Meal Coordinator 

Rev. Richard G. Miller, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 

Marlene H. Natali, Parish Deacon 

Debbie Seeley, Parish Administrator 

Michael Shoemaker, Facilities Manager 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

E-Meal 

Volunteers  

Please sign up online  

https://rb.gy/47vkgh 

What’s Happening  

@ Emmanuel 

12/19/21 – 12/26/21 
 
 

Sun 

12/19 

 

 8:00 AM 

 9:30 AM 

10:00 AM 

10:00 AM 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Women’s Sobriety Group 

Sunday’s KIDS (Online) 

Worship Service  

Sunday’s KIDS 

Mon 

12/20 

  8:00 AM 

 10:30 AM – 1PM 

  5:30 PM 

  7:00 PM 

  8:00 PM 

Morning GodCast 

E-Meal Distribution  

Bushi Karate 

Women’s Book Club 

AA Meeting 

Tue 

12/21 

  8:00 AM 

10:30 AM – 1PM 

Morning GodCast 

E-Meal Distribution 

Wed 

12/22 

   8:00 AM 

10:30 AM – 1PM 

   5:30 PM 

   6:30 PM 

   7:30 PM 

Morning GodCast 

E-Meal Distribution 

Bushi Karate 

Bell Choir Rehearsal 

Voice Choir Rehearsal 

Thu 

12/23 

  8:00 AM 

10:30 AM – 1PM 

  5:30 PM 

Morning GodCast 

E-Meal Distribution 

     (Christmas Boxes and Stockings) 

Bushi Karate 

Fri 

12/24 

   

  8:00 AM 

10:30 AM – 1PM 

  5:00 PM 

  7:30 PM 

Christmas Eve 

Morning GodCast 

E-Meal Distribution 

Christmas Eve Family Service 

Christmas Eve Candelight Service 

Sat 

12/25 

   

 

  8:00 AM 

10:00 AM 

Christmas Day 

The Nativity of our Lord 

Morning GodCast 

Christmas Day Worship Service 

E-MEAL CLOSED 

Sun 

12/26 

 

 8:00 AM 

 10:00 AM 

 

First Sunday of Christmas 

Women’s Sobriety Group 

Service of Lessons of Carols 

NO SUNDAY’s KIDS 

Bulletin Sponsorships for 2022 

now available. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Emmanuel@emmanuellutheranchurch.net
http://www.elcsouderton.org/
mailto:jheidgerd@gmail.com
https://rb.gy/47vkgh
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