Welcome to
Emmanuel !

Please silence your phones, but feel free to post pictures,
videos, tweets or texts to social media. We love using
technology to share the Word of God!

Fifteenth Sunday
After Pentecost

Emmanuel Worship is Online
This worship service will be broadcast and live streamed
through our Facebook page, and on our website. Even if
you are not able to watch live, the services will be
recorded. You can find us at:

September 18, 2022
“It is wonderful to worship with you today!”

https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton/

All are welcome here at Emmanuel regardless of your
faith affiliation.

and on our website at:

All parts of today’s worship service are printed in this
bulletin, including words for the songs. If you would like
to sing with music, books are provided in the racks on the
back of the seat in front of you. The song or page number
is provided for easy look up

http://www.elcsouderton.org

UPDATED COVID-19 PROTOCOLS IN PLACE

By attending this worship service, you agree to be
photographed or included on video recording and
Emmanuel Lutheran Church reserves the right to include
your image or likeness in promotional material, in print
or online, related to its mission and ministry.

Masking remains optional, but highly recommended for
unvaccinated individuals and for those at an elevated risk
of infection.

Please check the Facebook Page or Website for ongoing
updates of all the great things happening at Emmanuel,
including Pastor John’s daily GodCasts.

Masking is REQUIRED to sit in the balcony.

If you need to contact Pastor John, please call or text his
mobile phone at 914-275-3106 or email him
at jheidgerd@gmail.com

Please observe distancing, from anyone with whom you
do not share a residence, when choosing seating or when
standing in line for communion.

Introduction to the Day

Anyone involved in distributing Holy Communion must
wear a mask during distribution.

Today’s Gospel brings us a puzzling parable. It
seems that Jesus is commending dishonest behavior
and using it to gain favor with others. What can
Jesus mean by this portrayal shrewdness? Perhaps
we need to see the parable in a different light.

Windows will be opened unless the outside temperature
would make it uncomfortable to do so.
If you are a visitor worshiping with us today, we are
blessed by your presence. Please sign the guest book in
the Gathering Space, so we can keep in touch.

As we are invited today to consider what it means to
be managers (rather than owners) of all that we have,
it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a
price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave himself
a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God
we have nothing—we are nothing. By God’s
gracious favor we have everything we need.

This is a service of Holy Communion. All God's people
are invited to the table by our Lord Jesus Christ. You will
find instructions for Holy Communion later in the
bulletin.
Coffee Hour will follow the worship service and will be
held outdoors, weather permitting.

____________________________________

Restrooms are located in the hall off the Gathering Space
immediately to the left. Please see a member of our host
families for assistance.

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the
earth! Serve the LORD with gladness! Come
into his presence with singing!

Parents with children are welcome to use the children’s
activity bags, located by the entrance to the Worship
Space. If needed, our nursery room is at the end of the
hall off the Gathering Space.

(Psalm 100)

____________________________________
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THE SERVICE
PRELUDES

GATHERING SONG
Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793)

TBD

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,
raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.

Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou and thou only, the first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,
love kindness,
and walk humbly with you.

4 Light of my soul, after victory won,
may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

GREETING
Beloved of God:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.

your sins are forgiven + and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

And also with you.

Amen.

2

SONG OF PRAISE

FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7

Come, All You People (ELW 819)
A reading from Amos.
Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small
and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

1 Come, all you people,
come and praise the Most High;
come, all you people,
come and praise the Most High;
come, all you people,
come and praise the Most High;
come now and worship the Lord.

2 Come, all you people,
come and praise the Savior;
come, all you people,
come and praise the Savior;
come, all you people,
come and praise the Savior;
come now and worship the Lord.

The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

3 Come, all you people,
come and praise the Spirit;
come, all you people,
come and praise the Spirit;
come, all you people,
come and praise the Spirit;
come now and worship the Lord.

PSALM 113 (Read Responsively)
Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD;
praise the name | of the LORD.
Let the name of the LORD be blessed,
from this time forth forevermore.
From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the name of the LORD be praised.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The LORD is high above all nations;
God’s glory above the heavens.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Who is like the LORD our God,
who sits enthroned on high,
but stoops to behold
the heavens and the earth

Let us pray.
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to
learn love for one another. Keep our feet from evil
paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts
to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
enthroning them with the rulers,
with the rulers of the people.

Amen.
The LORD makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children.

Please be seated.

Amen! Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

GOSPEL: 16:1-13

A reading from 1 Timothy.

The holy gospel according to Luke.

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth.

Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich
man who had a manager, and charges were brought
to him that this man was squandering his property.
So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this
that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of
your management, because you cannot be my
manager any longer.’ Then the manager said to
himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is
taking the position away from me? I am not strong
enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have
decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as
manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’

For there is one God;
there is also one mediator
between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.

So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’
He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said
to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make
it fifty.’ Then he asked another, ‘And how much do
you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of
wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it
eighty.’

For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I
am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the
Gentiles in faith and truth.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

And his master commended the dishonest manager
because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of
this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light. And I tell
you, make friends for yourselves by means of
dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may
welcome you into the eternal homes.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (172)

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in
much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is
dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust
to you the true riches? And if you have not been
faithful with what belongs to another, who will give
you what is your own? No slave can serve two
masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love
the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

(Please sing twice)
Halle, Halle, Halle - lujah
Halle, Halle, Halle - lujah
Halle, Halle, Halle - lujah
Hallelujah, Hallelujah

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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GOSPEL RESPONSE
Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (172)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
At the end of each petition, the minister will say

(Please sing twice)

"Hear us, O God."

Halle, Halle, Halle - lujah
Halle, Halle, Halle - lujah

The congregation responds:

Halle, Halle, Halle - lujah

"Your mercy is great."

Hallelujah, Hallelujah

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Please be seated.

May the peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

SERMON
Let us now share a sign of God's peace with each
other.

Pastor John Heidgerd

Please be seated.

At conclusion of the sermon, please stand as you are
able for the Song of the Day

OFFERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
SONG OF THE DAY
Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult (696)

Please place your offering in the plate on the table at the
entrance to the gathering space. Offerings may be
submitted electronically using the link on Emmanuel's
website, by US Mail, or by delivery to the office during EMeal distribution hours

1 Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult
of our life's wild, restless sea,
day by day his clear voice sounding,
saying, "Christian, follow me":

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING SONG
Take My Life, That I May Be (ELW 583)

2 As of old Saint Andrew heard it
by the Galilean lake,
turned from home and toil and kindred,
leaving all for Jesus' sake.

Refrain
Take my life, that I may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

3 Jesus calls us from the worship
of the vain world's golden store,
from each idol that would keep us,
saying, "Christian, love me more."

1 Take my hands and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee.

4 In our joys and in our sorrows,
days of toil and hours of ease,
still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
"Christian, love me more than these."

Refrain
2 Take my silver and my gold,
not a mite would I withhold;
take my intellect and use
ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.

5 Jesus calls us! By your mercy,
Savior, may we hear your call,
give our hearts to your obedience,
serve and love you best of all.

Refrain
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OFFERING PRAYER

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ACS 1089)

Let us pray

Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God of might and mercy,
your glory fills all heaven and earth.
You are holy, God.

Living God,
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed
together in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body,
that we may be nourished and believe
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Blessed be the Savior,
the one who comes in your name.
Hosanna in the highest.
You are holy, God.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Amen.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

And also with you.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as
Jesus taught us.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way
of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Amen.
6

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG
For the Bread Which You Have Broken (494)

All who hunger and thirst, come.
The table is ready.
1 For the bread which you have broken,
for the wine which you have poured,
for the words which you have spoken,
now we give you thanks, O Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
2 By this promise that you love us,
by your gift of peace restored,
by your call to heav'n above us,
hallow all our lives, O Lord.

All God's people are invited by our Lord,
Jesus Christ to receive Holy Communion.
We receive these gifts of Christ's body and blood in
faith, trusting that in this meal our Lord comes to us,
forgives our sins, renews us in faith
and leads us into new life.

3 With the saints who now adore you,
seated at the heav'nly board,
may the church still waiting for you
keep love's tie unbroken, Lord.

Today, the Lord's Supper will be offered with both
bread and wine. Lutherans hold to the
understanding that Christ's Real Presence in body
and blood is there with the bread and wine and the
gathered community of saints.

4 In your service, Lord, defend us;
in our hearts keep watch and ward;
in the world to which you send us
let your kingdom come, O Lord.

Please approach the chancel area, starting with the
first row and using the middle aisle. All wine or
grape juice is in individual cups.
On your way to the chancel area, please pick up a
cup of wine or grape juice. Then proceed to the
Pastor or Assisting Minister where you will receive a
communion wafer.
The Pastor or Assisting Minister will place the wafer
in your cupped hand, after which you may consume
the wafer, and the wine or juice in your individual
cup. As you return to your seat via the side aisles,
please deposit the used communion cup in the
designated container.
If you wish to receive gluten-free bread, please
signal to the Pastor or Asst. Minister.
If you do not wish to receive Holy Communion, you
may receive a brief blessing. As you approach,
please place your hands across your chest in the
form of the St. Andrew's cross. (X)
(when all have been communed, please rise as you are able)
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COMMUNION SONG

TABLE BLESSING

Oh, Sing to the Lord (822)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

1 Oh, sing to the Lord,
oh, sing God a new song.
Oh, sing to the Lord,
oh, sing God a new song.
Oh, sing to the Lord,
oh, sing God a new song.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

2 For God is the Lord,
and God has done wonders.
For God is the Lord,
and God has done wonders.
For God is the Lord,
and God has done wonders.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.

We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table
as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives,
all may know life in Jesus’ name.

3 So dance for our God
and blow all the trumpets.
So dance for our God
and blow all the trumpets.
So dance for our God
and blow all the trumpets,
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.

Amen.

BLESSING
People of God,
you are Christ’s body,
bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, + one God,
bless you now and forever.

4 Oh, shout to our God,
who gave us the Spirit.
Oh, shout to our God,
who gave us the Spirit.
Oh, shout to our God,
who gave us the Spirit.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.

Amen.
Host Families – Kathleen Coll and
Ginger Hoyt
Leading and Preaching – Pastor John

5 For Jesus is Lord!
Amen! Alleluia!
For Jesus is Lord!
Amen! Alleluia!
For Jesus is Lord!
Amen! Alleluia!
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.

Music Leader – Matthew Chegezy
Asst. Minister – Macey Coll
Sound – Fred Crouthamel,
Ryan Bevan
Video – Derek Toro Paz
Singers –Julie Freed,
Taylor Zettlemoyer
Sunday’s KIDS – Summer Break

Please stand as you are able.
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SENDING SONG (Verse 1)
On Our Way Rejoicing (537)
1 On our way rejoicing
gladly let us go.
Christ our Lord has conquered;
vanquished is the foe.

Next Sunday, Sept 25 –
10 AM to Noon

Christ without, our safety;
Christ within, our joy;
who, if we be faithful,
can our hope destroy?

*Celebration Worship
*Sunday’s KIDS reopening
*Blessing of the Backpacks

On our way rejoicing;
as we forward move,
hearken to our praises,
O blest God of love!

*Historic Designation
of the Old Oak Tree
*Dedication
of Baptismal Font

DISMISSAL

*Commissioning
Eucharistic Ministers

Go in peace. Tell the world what God has done.
Thanks be to God.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
The Latest on Director of
Music Ministries

SENDING SONG (Verse 2)
On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537)

Good news this week – we have secured an
organist for the 7:30 PM Christmas Eve
service. We have also begun discussions
with two candidates to direct voice choir, bell
choir and special music for Christmas.

2 Unto God the Father
joyful songs we sing;
unto God the Savior
thankful hearts we bring;

The Church Council reviewed the job
description for the Director of Music
Ministries and a search is now ongoing. We
still hope to bring someone on for Advent
and Christmas, but that may be ambitious
given how difficult it is for many churches to
find regular music leadership.

unto God the Spirit
bow we and adore,
on our way rejoicing
now and evermore.

On our way rejoicing;
as we forward move,
hearken to our praises,
O blest God of love!

We’ll have more to report as that process
develops.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

+ Pastor John +
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much of ourselves; of looking down when we should
be looking up to the one in whose name we are
Church.
Don’t get me wrong – I am a realistic person. I
experience the same difficulties in the church that
many others express. I’m often torn by how to
preach truth to a world that doesn’t like to be
uncomfortable. I lament the challenges Covid-19
has placed on ministry. I know we don’t have the
resources to do everything that needs to be done.

The Sin
We Don’t
Speak About
This is a great time to be the church, but I’m not sure
you would say that if you listened to all the “woe is
me talk I hear from some church leaders.

But – at the same time – I see tremendous
opportunity for ministry. Not in spite of these
challenges – but because of them.

I came across an interesting article recently while
doing some online research. It is titled: “The
Seductive Sin We Never Talk About”.

This is a great time to be the church.
But only if we stop looking so pitifully at ourselves.
And instead look up at the one who is the source of
all of our hope. A hope that is unshaken – because
even the cross did not defeat us. A hope that is
unshaken – because death could not contain us. A
hope that is unshaken – because power and
oppression have not constrained us. A hope that is
unshaken – because if God is for us – who can be
against us.

That describes the sin of self-pity. Now, I know that
is not something that we consider to be sinful ,but it
is one of the biggest problems I see running through
our churches today.
Self-pity is the alter ego of boasting. If boasting is
claiming credit for things we really shouldn’t, then.
self-pity is claiming suffering for things we don’t
need to suffer. Either way – you want the world’s
attention because you think you are so great, or you
think your misery warrants attention.

I know that ministry is not easy. I understand that
being the church is not easy. I understand the world
can be a hostile place when we talk about truth and
about Christ’s transformational and radical love. But
we do nobody any favors by boasting in our own
self-pity.

I hear this kind of whining and whining far too often.
It sounds like this:
“It’s hard to preach the truth because I can’t
be political in the pulpit.”

Instead, we have the privilege to look to Christ; not
as a model of suffering that we should emulate, but
as the sure and certain hope that tells us that all
suffering is temporary and that we are never limited
by our own personal suffering

“People aren’t coming back to church yet
because of Covid”
“There’s not enough money in the budget to
do what’s needed”

Unless we want it that way. Unless we want to boast
to others about how much we suffer.

“My church council won’t support it”
“I’m so overworked and have no bandwidth
for another thing”

My friends – self-pity is not the behavior of a
disciple of Jesus Christ. Yes – following Jesus takes
us through the valley. Even the valley of the shadow
of death. But always with the knowledge that the
valley is not the end of the journey. And that hope is
what carries us through the toughest of times.

Boasting and self-pity are indeed very closely
related. Theologian John Piper writes
“Boasting is the voice of pride
in the heart of the strong.”
“Self-pity is the voice of pride
in the heart of the weak.”

And how we learn that we are truly blessed – even in
our hardest moments. Even when all we want to do
is look down and moan, we feel the call of Christ to
look up and not despair.

We may think self-pity is a form of humility; a way
of admitting our weaknesses and limits in an
oppressive world. But self-pity is just another form
of selfish pride; just another form of thinking too

This is a great time to be the church.
+ Pastor John +
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Of course, Jesus isn’t the first one to point out this
simple binary choice between serving God and
acquiring wealth. One of the fieriest prophets in
Israel’s history, Amos, observed the situation in the
prosperous Northern Kingdom: the rich trampled the
needy and caused the deaths of the humble. The rich
couldn’t wait for the Sabbath to be over so they
could again use fraudulent weights and measures to
cheat their customers. They plotted to reduce the
price of humans so they could enslave people for less
cost and greater profit. They even plotted to sell
chaff as if it were grain, literally selling
worthlessness as if it were life-giving food.

From Living Lutheran – Sept 12, 2002
Unrighteous Wealth – Rev. Cory Driver
(PJ’s note: This is another look at today’s gospel,
that is a difficult one to understand.)
iStock.com/J
In a stunning contrast to previous weeks, Jesus
teaches about the right way to pursue comfort in this
week’s lectionary reading. Of course, the comfort
that Jesus tries to draw his hearers to is eternal
dwellings rather than passing wealth. Indeed, he
insists that people should rid themselves of
unrighteous wealth in order to follow God more
faithfully.

The pursuit of wealth has always led some humans
to abuse others—whenever they can and for
whatever profit. Maximizing wealth at the cost of
others’ well-being was as incompatible with the
worship of God in the eighth century as it was in
Jesus’ day and in the 21st century too.
Jesus calls his followers to be trustworthy and
faithful in using the wealth of unrighteousness for
building up the kingdom, rather than themselves. He
calls us to turn our backs on greed and wealth, and to
get rid of money in such a way that it will be a
blessing to God and others. Using resources, not just
money but time and talents as well, to undo injustice
is a great start.

To begin the lectionary reading, Jesus tells a
frequently misunderstood parable. A manager has
been accused of mismanaging his master’s assets.
Before he is removed completely from his post, the
manager goes to each of his master’s debtors and,
depending on your reading, either drastically slashes
what they owe or gives them credit for fictitious
payments. Either way, the manager has made friends
of the debtors and has even impressed his boss with
his shrewdness.

Sarah Driver (my spouse) wrote a helpful primer on
practical ways to reject wealth and be richly
involved in justice work. Another easy way that we
can follow Jesus in his calling is through ethical
investing.

Please note: Jesus is not telling his followers to cheat
on their bills. Far from it!
After Jesus tells the parable, he makes a wry
observation: The children of this age are shrewder
when dealing with their generation than the children
of light. People outside the kingdom of heaven know
how to use money to win friends and influence
people. People in the kingdom of heaven aren’t so
clever with the use of money. If ordinary folks know
how to use unrighteous wealth, in order to build up
resources for themselves in this life, why don’t the
citizens of the kingdom of heaven know this skill?
After all, Jesus’ followers, as we have been reading
this summer, are to seek to divest themselves of their
wealth. One cannot seek to build up wealth for
themselves and at the same time follow God. It’s
simply not possible.

The Forum for Sustainable and Responsible
Investment is a great first step toward making sure
that our resources aren’t involved in stocks or
companies that perform evil in the world. If you are
involved in Thrivent, its financial counselors can
help you invest ethically as well, to ensure that your
resources help others rather than hurt them.
In the modern world, with scary news all around, it’s
all too natural to want to build up a nest egg as a
hedge of security against very real financial threats.
Jesus says that impulse is itself a threat to our ability
to follow God. Instead, Jesus insists, we must be at
least as shrewd as others in this world to find ways to
use the resources that we have to bless God and our
neighbor. These will then welcome us into eternal
dwellings.

Wealth is an alternative lord, who is served by
acquisitiveness and accumulation.
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SAVE THESE DATES
It’s a busy few months
at Emmanuel

October 16
Celebrate the
blessings
of Harvest
Launch Community
Food and Fund
Drive for E-Meal

*September 24 – 25*

+++++++++++++++++++++++
+
Souderton’s

Saturday, Sept 24
2PM to 4PM

Premier
Halloween Event

Day of the Children
Carnival

Saturday,
October 29

With Special BBQ

1PM – 4PM

+++++++++++++++++++++++

Rally Day

Help for Honduras
Food and Cultural
Festival

Sunday, Sept 25
10 AM to Noon

Saturday, Nov. 12
5PM – 8PM

*Celebration Worship
*Reopening
Of Sunday’s KIDS

To Benefit
“Drive
for Desks”

*Blessing of the BackPacks

++++++++++++++++++++++

*Historic Designation
of the Old Oak Tree

Sunday, Nov. 20

*Dedication
of New Baptismal Font
*Commissioning of
Eucharistic Ministers

Reception
Of
New Members
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Emmanuel
Nurtures !

Our Second Annual
Day of the Child
Community Carnival

13

Emmanuel
Nurtures !

Children and Youth
Ministries at Emmanuel

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Returns

Next Meeting

next Sunday,
September 25th
@10 AM

Monday
September 19, - 7PM
The Book of Lost
Names
By Kristin Harmel
Join the ladies of Emmanuel for fun conversation and
fellowship – and always a good read!

For information, e-mail Mary Anne Morral
morral@verizon.net

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Knitters and Crocheters
“Come and gather
to make shawls
for those in need
of comfort.”

Next Event,
Friday, October 7:
6PM – 8PM

Next Meeting:
Sunday, October 2 – 1PM

FALL FESTIVAL
EVENING

And every first Sunday of the month

In Emmanuel’s Parlor
Instruction available for all who are interested.

An outing at one of the
great local fall events.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Are you
interested in
becoming a
member of
Emmanuel?

For middle and high school youth.
Fun – Faith – Friends
Every First Friday of the month!
Contact Amanda Higgins
for details.

We are putting together a new member
group to be received into membership
on November 20, 2022,
Christ the King Sunday.

Mark your calendars for upcoming
“First Friday” events:

Please contact Pastor John
for more information.
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October 7th
November 4th
December 2nd

Emmanuel
Nurtures !
In Our
Prayers

For our Homebound Members
Dominick De Salvo
Helen De Turk
Norma Detweiler

Special
Prayer
Concerns

Betty Frese
Louella Gehringer
Faye Landis

Richard Landis
Dorothy Rodemer
Faye Wetzel

For Health and Healing
Members of Emmanuel
Roy Becker
Anthony Campolei
Elaine Cash

+For our Bishop, Rev. Patricia Davenport
and her staff. For Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and
the ELCA Churchwide staff.

Bette Christman
Marilyn Detwiler
Richard Fritz

Lester Hallman
Carole Thompson
Ruth Yothers

For Friends of Emmanuel
John Becker Sr. (Roy Becker’s Father)
Dennis Beer (friend of the Kulps)
Lee Bruder (friend of the Koinonia Group)
Josh Butler (friend of the Mc Elwees)
Ann Coleman (Rev. Bill Coleman’s Mother)
Luca Condo (friend of Ruth Miller)
Alicia and Mike Daniels (friends of Julie Freed)
Lou Farrell (Director of Bread Drop Ministries)
Helen Freed (Evan Freed’s Grandmother)
Sharon and John Garner (Jen Casta’s Parents)
Collins Gibson (Grandniece of Rev. Serena Sellers)
Sabrina Haap (Ruth Miller’s Niece)
Kathy Heckler (Heckler’s Daughter in Law)
Eric Heckler (Grandson of Gloria & Gerry Heckler)
Mary Rose Himes (friend of Pastor John)
Ed Ianarelli (friend of the Harubins)
Alan Keel (friend of Caren and Doug Landis)
Emily Kelly (Karen Kelly’s Daughter in Law)
Michael Kelly (Friend of the Slemmers)
Tom Krupp (Friend of the Beckers)
Hildegard Lamparter (Mother of Priscilla Lamparter)
Valerie Landis (daughter-in-law of Caren and Doug Landis)
Christopher Marley (Son of Juanita Marley)
Richard Moore (friend of Ruth Miller’s Daughter)
Todd McDaniels (Friend of the McElwees)
Ed Natali (David’s Brother)
Neal Maiers (Friend of Deb & Patrick McElwee)
Katie Parsons (Friend of the McElwees)
Alayna Pagano (Friend of Jane Vogel)
Connie Petrie (Friend of the Harubins)
Patrick Family (Friends of Julie Freed)
Richard Plinke (friend of Gerry and Dave Blaich)
Alicia Ranberg (Friend of the Crouthamels)
Ari Richter (Friend of Caren and Doug Landis)
Stewart Schrauger (Julie Freed’s Brother)
Michael Smith (friend of Cheryl Starke)
Bill Wenner (friend of Werner Buschmann
Chase Ziegler (Christman’s Great-Grandson)

+ For all children, teachers, bus drivers, administrators,
crossing guards and others as they return
to school in the next weeks
+ For hurricane victims in Honduras and other
Central American countries.
+ For an end to the war in Ukraine and for a spirit of
comfort and peace to surround
the victims of violence and uprooting.
+ For the victims of mass shootings throughout our
nation and for our nation to come to grips with
the problems of gun violence in our communities.
+ For those experiencing homelessness, that they
may find safe and adequate shelter. For the
success of “Sanctuary Village” a program to
provide individual hosing for those in need.
+ In thanksgiving to God for our partnership with
Worthwhile Wear and the redevelopment of
Meleny’s House, a place of refuge for
those who have survived trafficking.
+ For all those who are experiencing severe weather
across our nation. That droughts may be
alleviated, and that people find shelter and
refreshment from the heat.
+ In thanksgiving for God’s guiding spirit and
providence as we continue the work being
done through the E-Meal and Bread Drop
Ministries – and for the volunteers, donors
and partners that give so much so that people
don’t go hungry.

For Members Serving in the Military
Please help us manage the prayer list by letting us know
when God has granted healing and wholeness so we can
rejoice and remove a name that no longer needs to be
especially recognized.

Philip Coll – if you want to send a message, letter,or a
care package to Phil, please contact Kathleen Coll
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Emmanuel
Serves !

We are always looking for ways to be more
efficient; to get more donated food from our
generous community partners, but the hard truth
is that we soon will need to raise more funds if
we are to support our community at the level it
needs.
I know that in inflationary times, it is hard to ask
people to give more – but that is what is needed.
We are all impacted by rising prices, but not as
much as those who were already in need and
now need our help more than ever, so that
children don’t have to go to school without
skipping meals and older adults don’t have to
choose between buying food or medicine.
If you haven’t donated in a while to E-Meal,
please consider doing so. And if you have
donated recently, please consider increasing that
donation if you are able. It means so much to
those around us who are really struggling just to
survive.

Emmanuel E-Meal Update
272,000 Meals “Handed Up”

Thanks be to GOD!
The stock markets were shaken earlier this week
as news of inflation came out worse than
expected – a rise in the Consumer Price index of
over 6% - indicating a rise in prices of consumer
goods at a level not seen in 40 years. Stock
prices plummeted from the news and our 401k
plans look more like “301k” plans.

Information on how to give electronically is
shown below. Or, you can send a check directly
to the church, or drop in the offering plate on
Sunday.
Thank you for supporting the E-Meal Ministry
and being an agent of God’s love in the world.

While this is tough news for investors to
swallow, it’s even worse news for many of our
neighbors who are already having trouble
making ends meet. In this time of rising prices,
there has been a notable increase of people
seeking assistance, and coming to Emmanuel’s
E-Meal Ministry for help.

E-Meal Volunteers Are Needed!
Please take time today and sign up to
volunteer. Dates are available through
December 31, 2022. Signing up is easy.
Click the following link to sign up.

Thanks be to God that we continue to help our
neighbors in need every day with ample and
nutritious food so that nobody needs to go
hungry in the Indian Valley. I have to say,
however, that the scourge of rising prices affects
the E-Meal Ministry too. For example, a can of
tuna, one of our most popular items, has risen in
price from 59 cents to 77 cents in 2 ½ years. We
have been so blessed with generous donations
during that time that we’ve held up well, but we
have spent about $13,000 out of reserves this
year to keep up with demand.

https://rb.gy/47vkgh
E-Meal Donations Are Needed!
And, if you can support the E-Meal ministry
financially, please click here for a link to do
so easily and securely:

Online Giving to Emmanuel
(bit.ly/3iRyXn2)
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Emmanuel
Serves !

Only 9 Days left
until our next
Red Cross Blood Drive

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
SEPTEMBER Blood Drive
CLICK HERE to sign up
Tuesday, September 27, 2022
2PM – 7PM
Emmanuel’s Gathering Hall
69 West Broad St. Souderton PA, 18964
“Enter through rear entrance on Lumber St., one block north of Broad St.”

Thank you for considering the Gift of Life!
For an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org
17 (1-800-733-2767).
Or call 1-800-RED CROSS

An Event You
Don’t Want to Miss
Sign Up Coming Soon!

Emmanuel
Reaches Out !
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Emmanuel
Reaches Out !

Only Two Weeks Left!
Help Support Upgrades
To Souderton’s Community Park

Check out these photos of the
progress underway at the Park

$5,555 Raised as of Sept 11

WOW!
CAMPAIGN CONTINUES
THROUGH SEPT. 30!
If you’ve recently walked or driven by the Souderton
Borough Park, you can’t help but notice the major
work that is being done to
modernize and enhance
CLICK HERE
the park for generations
to come. The Souderton
To make your gift
online
Telford Rotary has taken
or
go
to
our website
a leadership role in
and
click
the
raising funds to support
Donate Now
the renovations. It is the
button
first major improvement
effort for the park in over
35 years, and is scheduled to be completed in 2025.
Emmanuel’s Council has set a goal of $5,000 to raise
for renovations at the park. And – we have a major
donor already committed who will match every
dollar raised up to $2,500. Let’s show our thanks to
God for the Souderton Park and generously support
this effort.
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Emmanuel
Reaches Out !

We begin the “Drive for Desks” with a very nice
tailwind. Emmanuel’s “Help for Honduras” fund
currently stands at over $5,000 and we have secured
a commitment of at least $5,000 from Trinity
Lutheran Church in Frankfort Michigan toward the
project. The Souderton/Telford Rotary is expected
to make a significant contribution, so we may have a
gap of just $2,000 to $2,500 to fill to reach our goal.

Update on
Emmanuel’s
Ongoing Ministry
to Honduras

To help fill that gap, Emmanuel is looking at a fundraiser to be held on November 12 from 5PM to
8PM which would feature an evening of Central
American Food and Culture. This is an exciting
opportunity for us not only to raise money for a
worthy project, but to further engage with the vibrant
Central American community in Souderton.

Over the past two years, Emmanuel has been a
strong partner in a community effort to help the
people of Santa Barbara, Honduras, recover from
two devastating hurricanes that hit in November
2020. Collective efforts to raise funds, supplies and
volunteers have resulted in well over $500,000 worth
of life-giving items sent to people living in need.

The Drive for
1000 Desks

During this time, we have developed a relationship
with the local Rotary club in Santa Barbara and have
engaged in dialog about how we might provide
sustained support in more direct and strategic ways.
Jessmy Trochez’ uncle, Bairon Sagastume, is a
leader in that Rotary club and has submitted several
proposals to the Souderton/Telford Rotary that
focuses efforts on health and education in and
around Santa Barbara.

Fall 2022 Fundraiser

The first of these
proposals
involves the
refurbishing of
1000 student
desks that were
destroyed in the
storms. This is
one of the most
critical needs
because many students have to sit on the dirt floors
of their schools or make use of desks that have been
broken. These images of students trying to learn tug
at our heartstrings and call us to consider what we
might do to help make things better.

Central American
Food and Cultural Festival
Saturday, November 12th
5pm – 8 pm
Tickets - $56.00

The “Drive for Desks” has begun, with the goal of
raising at least $14,000 to take existing steel and
desk parts and rebuild them into 1000 new student
desks and do so in time for the beginning of the next
school year (February 2023). For just $14 per desk,
we can help these students have basic supports in
place to help them with their educations.

An evening to celebrate the diversity of Souderton and
to help build 1,000 desks for students in Honduras
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Emmanuel
Reaches Out !

One of our Bread Drop partner churches
is raising money
for Sanctuary Village

FDA Authorizes Updated COVID-19
Boosters
Last week, FDA authorized bivalent COVID-19
vaccines, or updated boosters, to protect against
COVID-19 caused by the omicron variant.
Montgomery County Office of Public Health (OPH)
expects to offer appointments for the new bivalent
COVID-19 booster starting later this week. Check
our COVID-19 vaccine website for more information,
updates will continue to be posted as they come in. A
full listing of area vaccine clinics can be founds
at vaccines.gov.
Who is eligible?
Individuals 18 years of age and older are eligible for a
single booster dose of theModerna Bivalent COVID19 Vaccine if it has been at least two months since
they have completed primary vaccination or have
received the most recent booster dose with any
authorized or approved monovalent COVID-19
vaccine.
Individuals 12 years of age and older are eligible for a
single booster dose of thePfizer-BioNTech Bivalent
COVID-19 Vaccine if it has been at least two months
since they have completed primary vaccination or
have received the most recent booster dose with any
authorized or approved monovalent (original formula)
COVID-19 vaccine.
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Bulletin sponsorships still available
for many remaining weeks in 2022
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Emmanuel Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Bulletin Sponsorships are available
for many weeks remaining in 2022

Current Sunday Schedule
Online and In-Person Worship – 10:00 AM
Sunday’s KIDS – 10:00 AM
Resumes – September 25

Coffee Hour – 11:00 AM

Contact Us:
69 W. Broad Street • Souderton, PA 18964
Church Telephone: 215-723-7514

E-Meal Volunteers
Please sign up online

Email: Emmanuel@emmanuellutheranchurch.net

https://rb.gy/47vkgh

Website: www.elcsouderton.org

++++++++++++++++++++++++
What’s Happening @ Emmanuel

Facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton

9/18/22 – 9/25/22

Church Staff
Reverend John T. Heidgerd, Pastor
Mobile Phone: 914-275-3106
Email Address: jheidgerd@gmail.com

Sun
9/18

Ann Marie Heidgerd – E-Meal Coordinator
Rev. Richard G. Miller, Jr., Pastor Emeritus
Marlene H. Natali, Parish Deacon
Michael Shoemaker, Facilities Manager
Patricia Shoemaker, Parish Administrator

15th Sunday After Pentecost
10:00 AM
11:00 AM

Worship Service
Coffee Hour
(Sunday’s Kids is on summer break)

Mon
9/19

8:00 AM
10:30 AM – 1PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
8:00 PM

Morning GodCast
E-Meal Distribution
Bushi Karate
Women’s Book Group
AA Group

Tue
9/20

8:00 AM
10:30 AM – 1PM
5:30 PM

Morning GodCast
E-Meal Distribution
Bushi Karate

Wed
9/21

8:00 AM
10:30 AM – 1PM
5:30 PM

Morning GodCast
E-Meal Distribution
Bushi Karate

Thu
9/22

8:00 AM
10:30 AM – 1PM
5:30 PM

Morning GodCast
E-Meal Distribution
Bushi Karate

Fri
9/23

8:00 AM
10:30 AM – 1PM

Morning GodCast
E-Meal Distribution

Sat
9/24

8:00 AM
10:30 AM – 1PM
2:00 PM – 4PM

Morning GodCast
E-Meal Distribution
Day of the Child Carnival and BB

16th Sunday After Pentecost
Rally Day

Sun
9/25
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
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Worship Service
Sunday’s KIDS
Coffee Hour
and Rally Day Celebration
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