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Welcome to 

Emmanuel ! 

Fifth Sunday  

after Epiphany 

February 5, 2023 

 

“It is wonderful to worship with you today!” 

All are welcome here at Emmanuel regardless of 

your faith affiliation. 

All parts of today’s worship service are printed in 

this bulletin, including words for the songs.  If you 

would like to sing with music, books are provided in 

the racks on the back of the seat in front of you.  The 

song or page number is provided for easy look up.  

If you are a visitor worshiping with us today, we are 

blessed by your presence.  Please sign the guest book 

in the Gathering Space, so we can keep in touch. 

This is a service of Holy Communion.  All God's 

people are invited to the table by our Lord Jesus 

Christ. You will find instructions for Holy 

Communion later in the bulletin. 

Restrooms are located in the hall off the Gathering 

Space immediately to the left.  Please see a member 

of our host families for assistance. 

Parents with children are welcome to use the 

children’s activity bags, located by the entrance to 

the Worship Space.  If needed, our nursery room is 

at the end of the hall off the Gathering Space, and 

may be used with appropriate supervision. 

Please silence your phones, but feel free to post 

pictures, videos, tweets or texts to social media.  We 

love using technology to share the Word of God! 

 

 

 

 

Emmanuel Worship is Online 

This worship service will be broadcast and live 

streamed through our Facebook page, and on our 

website.  Even if you are not able to watch live, the 

services will be recorded. You can find us at: 

https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton/ 

and on our website at: 

http://www.elcsouderton.org 

By attending this worship service, you agree to be 

photographed or included on video recordings and 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church reserves the right to 

include your image or likeness in promotional 

material, in print or online, related to its mission and 

ministry. 

Please check the Facebook Page or Website for 

ongoing updates of all the great things happening at 

Emmanuel, including Pastor John’s daily GodCasts. 

If you need to contact Pastor John, please call or text 

his mobile phone at 914-275-3106 or email him 

at jheidgerd@gmail.com. 

 

Introduction to the Day 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the 

psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose 

the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the 

hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn.  

In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, 

Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let 

the light of their good works shine before others. 

Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine 

with the light of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Where is the one who has been born  

king of the Jews?  

We saw his star when it rose  

and have come to worship him.” 

(Matthew 2:2 NIV) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton/
http://www.elcsouderton.org/
mailto:jheidgerd@gmail.com
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THE SERVICE 
 

PRELUDE  

 
 TBD 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

We give you thanks, O God, 

 

for in the beginning  

your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

  

 

Through the waters of the flood  

you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel  

from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John  

and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word 

you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 

We praise you  

for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you  

for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives  

with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 
 

GATHERING SONG  
 God, Whose Almighty Word (ELW 673) 

 

1 God, whose almighty word 

chaos and darkness heard 

and took their flight: 

hear us, we humbly pray, 

and where the gospel day 

sheds not its glorious ray, 

let there be light. 

 

 

2 Christ, who once came to bring, 

on your redeeming wing, 

healing and sight; 

health to the troubled mind, 

sight where illusions blind; 

oh, now to humankind 

let there be light. 

 

 

3 Spirit of truth and love, 

life-giving, holy dove, 

speed forth your flight; 

move on the water's face 

bearing the lamp of grace, 

and in earth's darkest place 

let there be light. 

 

 

4 Holy and blessed three, 

glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might: 

boundless as ocean's tide, 

rolling in fullest pride, 

through the earth, far and wide, 

let there be light 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 

 

 And also with you. 
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SONG OF PRAISE  
 This Little Light of Mine (677) 

 

 

 

1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

 

 

2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

 

 

3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

 

The Lord be with you. 

 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.  

 

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the 

prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit 

show us the things we ought to do and give us the 

grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

. 

 

 Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-9a 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

 Shout out, do not hold back! 

  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

 Announce to my people their rebellion, 

  to the house of Jacob their sins. 

 Yet day after day they seek me 

  and delight to know my ways, 

 as if they were a nation that practiced 

righteousness 

  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

 they ask of me righteous judgments, 

  they delight to draw near to God. 

 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

 Look, you serve your own interest  

 on your fast day, 

  and oppress all your workers. 

 Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

  and to strike with a wicked fist. 

 Such fasting as you do today 

  will not make your voice heard on high. 

 Is such the fast that I choose, 

  a day to humble oneself? 

 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 

  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

 Will you call this a fast, 

  a day acceptable to the LORD? 

 

 Is not this the fast that I choose: 

  to loose the bonds of injustice, 

  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

 to let the oppressed go free, 

  and to break every yoke? 

 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

 when you see the naked, to cover them, 

  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

 your vindicator shall go before you, 

  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

  you shall cry for help, and he will say,  

 Here I am. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

 

 

 Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 112: 1-9 (Read Responsively) 

 

 

Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord 

  and have great delight  

        in God’s commandments! 

 

    Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 

   the generation of the upright  

 will be blessed. 

 

 

Wealth and riches will be in their house, 

  and their righteousness will last forever. 

 

        Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 

   the righteous are merciful  

 and full of compassion. 

 

 

It is good for them to be generous in lending 

  and to manage their affairs with justice. 

 

     For they will never be shaken; 

   the righteous will be kept 

  in everlasting remembrance. 

 

 

They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 

 

     Their heart is established  

 and will not shrink, 

   until they see their desire  

 upon their enemies. 

 

 

They have given freely to the poor,  

         and their righteousness stands fast forever; 

 

   they will hold up their head with honor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12  

 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not 

come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty 

words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing 

among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in 

much trembling. My speech and my proclamation 

were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that 

your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on 

the power of God. 

 

Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though 

it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this 

age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s 

wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed 

before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of 

this age understood this; for if they had, they would 

not have crucified the Lord of glory.  

 

But, as it is written,  

 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

  nor the human heart conceived, 

 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

these things God has revealed to us through the 

Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the 

depths of God. For what human being knows what is 

truly human except the human spirit that is within? 

So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s 

except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not 

the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from 

God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed 

on us by God. 

 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

 

 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 Go Tell It on the Mountain (290 – vs 1-2) 

Refrain 

 Go tell it on the mountain, 

 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

 go tell it on the mountain 

 that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 

o'er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light. Refrain 

 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 

when, lo, above the earth 

rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13-20 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt 

has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It 

is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and 

trampled underfoot. 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill 

cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it 

under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it 

gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let 

your light shine before others, so that they may see 

your good works and give glory to your Father in 

heaven. 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or 

the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 

For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, 

not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass 

from the law until all is accomplished.  

Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 

commandments, and teaches others to do the same, 

will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 

whoever does them and teaches them will be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless 

your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

GOSPEL RESPONSE  

 Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290 – v3) 

 

Refrain 

 Go tell it on the mountain, 

 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

 go tell it on the mountain 

 that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

 

3 Down in a lonely manger 

the humble Christ was born; 

and God sent us salvation 

that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON  

 

The Rev. John T. Heidgerd 

 

 

At conclusion of the sermon,  

please stand as you are able for the Song of the Day 
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SONG OF THE DAY  
 Christ, Be Our Light (715) 

 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 

 

 

Refrain 

 Christ, be our light! 

 Shine in our hearts. 

 Shine through the darkness. 

 Christ, be our light! 

 Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

 

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice.  

 Refrain 

 

 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed.  

 Refrain 

 

 

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

walls made of living stone.  

 Refrain 

 

 

5 Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

signs of your kingdom come.  

 Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

 

At the end of each petition, the minister will say  

  

 "God, the light of our world" 

 

      The congregation responds:  

 

   "Show us your love." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 

 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

And also with you. 

 

Let us now share a sign of God's peace with each 

other. 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
  

 Please place your offering in the plate on the table 

at the entrance to the gathering space.  Offerings 

may be submitted electronically using the link on 

Emmanuel's website, by US Mail, or by delivery to 

the office during E-Meal distribution hours 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERING SONG  
 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ (674) 

 

1 Let us talents and tongues employ, 

reaching out with a shout of joy: 

bread is broken, the wine is poured, 

Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

 

 

Refrain 

 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 

 

2 Christ is able to make us one, 

at the table he sets the tone, 

teaching people to live to bless, 

love in word and in deed express. Refrain 

 

 

3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out 

bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

gives us love to tell, bread to share: 

God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere! Refrain 

 

  

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Together, Let us pray 

 

 

Liberating God, 

 

 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people  

of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore,  

through Jesus our Savior, 

 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  
The Lord be with you. 

  

            And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

  

            We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  

            It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

PREFACE  
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you,  

almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

By the leading of a star  

he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan  

you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine  

he revealed your glory. 

 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
     O Morning Star, How Far and Bright (308-v3) 

3 Lord, when you look on us in love, 

at once there falls from God above 

a ray of purest pleasure. 

Your word and Spirit, flesh and blood 

refresh our souls with heav'nly food. 

You are our dearest treasure! 

Let your mercy 

warm and cheer us! 

Oh, draw near us! 

For you teach us 

God's own love through you has reached us. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people  

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to 

pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

 

Thanks be to God.   

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

 
All God's people are invited by our Lord, 

 Jesus Christ to receive Holy Communion. 

 

 

 We receive these gifts of Christ's body and blood in 

faith, trusting that in this meal our Lord comes to us, 

forgives our sins, renews us in faith 

 and leads us into new life. 

 

 

Today, the Lord's Supper will be offered with both 

bread and wine.  Lutherans hold to the 

understanding that Christ's Real Presence in body 

and blood is there with the bread and wine and the 

gathered community of saints. 

 

 

Please approach the chancel area, starting with the 

first row and using the middle aisle.  All wine or 

grape juice is in individual cups. 

 

  

 On your way to the chancel area, please pick up a 

cup of wine or grape juice.   

Then proceed to the Pastor or Assisting Minister 

where you will receive a communion wafer. 

 

 

The Pastor or Assisting Minister will place the wafer 

in your cupped hand, after which you may consume 

the wafer, and the wine or juice in your individual 

cup.  As you return to your seat via the side aisles, 

please deposit the used communion cup in the 

designated container. 

 

 

If you wish to receive gluten-free bread, please 

signal to the Pastor or Asst. Minister. 

 

 

If you do not wish to receive Holy Communion, you 

may receive a brief blessing.  As you approach, 

please place your hands across your chest in the 

form of the St. Andrew's cross. (X) 

 

 
(when all have been communed, please rise as you are able) 
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SONGS DURING COMMUNION  
 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (815) 

 

 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. 

 

Refrain 

 In him there is no darkness at all. 

 The night and the day are both alike. 

 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

 Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 

and show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

 

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 
Rise, Shine, You People! (665) 

 

 
1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered 

our human story; God in him is centered. 

He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 

with grace unbounded. 

 

 

2 See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling; 

he brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 

All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 

now are forgiven. 

 

 

3 Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling, 
your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 

To all the world go out and tell the story 

of Jesus' glory. 

 

 

4 Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us. 

Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 

Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation 

God's new creation. 

 

 

 

 
Host Families – Vogel and Wellington Families 

Leading and Preaching – Pastor John  

Music Leader – Matthew Chegezy 

Singers – Dave Blaich, Jane Vogel 

Asst. Minister – Julie Freed 

Sound – Evan Freed 

Video – Dominic Higgins 

Sunday’s KIDS Staff – Carole Darragh 

 Ann Marie Heidgerd 
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TABLE BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Let us pray. 

 

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 

 
Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING SONG (VERSES 1-5)  

 We Are Marching in the Light: (866) 

 

We are marching in the light of God, 

we are marching in the light of God. 

We are marching in the light of God, 

we are marching in the light of God. 

 

We are marching 

We are marching --oo-- 

we are marching in the light of God. 

 

We are marching 

We are marching --oo-- 

we are marching in the light of God. 

 

We are dancing... 

 

We are praying... 

 

We are singing… 

 

We are serving… 

 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SENDING SONG (VERSE 6) 

 We Are Marching in the Light: (866) 

 

We are marching in the light of God, 

we are marching in the light of God. 

We are marching in the light of God, 

we are marching in the light of God. 

 

We are marching 

We are march --oo-- 

we are marching in the light of God. 

We are marching 

 We are marching --oo-- 

 we are marching in the light of God. 
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Emmanuel 
Worships 

Lent Begins – Wednesday, February 22 

I know it seems that we just celebrated Christmas, 

but the season of Lent is just around the corner. Lent 

is a time of preparation and plans are underway to 

provide an opportunity for a holy and meaningful 

season of repentance and renewal.  Details will be 

available soon, but please mark your calendars now, 

so you can prepare to be a part of these special times 

for worship and discipleship. 

This year we will share our Lent season of events 

with our friends at Zwingli UCC, including an Ash 

Wednesday worship service with they will host. 

February 22, 2022 

10 AM – 1 PM 

Drive Through  

Imposition of Ashes  

at Emmanuel 

7 PM 

Worship Service with 

Imposition of Ashes  

at Zwingli 

 

Together with Pastor 

Butch and Pastor Alan at 

Zwingli, we are working 

on an educational and 

devotional series that 

will be offered on 

Wednesday afternoons 

and evenings.  We’ll 

publish information once 

things are finalized, but 

it will likely involve both in-person and online 

opportunities to gather during Lent. 

 
 

 
 

Palm and  

Passion Sunday 

April 2 – 10 AM 

Dramatic Reading of  

St. Matthew’s Passion 

Stations of the 

Cross 

“Follow the Way  

of Sorrows” 

6AM – 7PM 

Self-guided 

devotions and 

mediations. 

Online Devotions 

6AM – 7PM 

(On the hour) 

 

Joint Worship with 

Zwingli - 7PM 

*Remembrance of 

Foot Washing 

*Holy Communion 

*Last Words of Christ 

from the Cross 

April 2 – 9, 2023 
All events at Emmanuel 

 
 

Good Friday - April 7 
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Emmanuel 
Worships 

 

 

If you want to read just three chapters of the 

bible and find out all you need to know about 

who Jesus is and what his vision is for the world, 

you should look no further than chapters 5-7 of 

Matthew’s gospel, known as the Sermon on the 

Mount.  In it, Jesus lays out for us his manifesto 

declaring what the Kingdom of Heaven would 

look like as it unfolded on the earth. The sermon 

includes some of Jesus most well-known 

teachings; the Beatitudes, or blessings, which I 

wrote about last week; the Lord’s Prayer; the 

command to “love our enemies”; and this week’s 

proclamation “You ARE the salt of the earth” 

and “You ARE the light of the world.” 

I refer to these two statements as proclamations -

not commandments – and this is important for us 

to understand as disciples.  Notice that Jesus 

does not say that, we SHOULD BE salt and 

light, as if we need to become something other 

than who we are to be righteous before God. 

Instead, Jesus says that we ALREADY ARE salt 

and light.  We are – though the love and grace of 

our creator – that whom God already needs to 

bring that love and grace to the world. 

Now, I realize that it might seem like I am 

splitting hairs here, but this distinction is 

critically important to understanding that salt and 

light are not things we need to become to save 

ourselves.  Instead, the images of salt and light 

describe who we are as beloved children of God 

and signify the purpose we have in the emerging 

and unfolding Kingdom of heaven. 

Martin Luther has written “God doesn’t need our 

good works…but our neighbor does”.  In other 

words, God doesn’t need us to be salt and light 

for God’s sake but desires us to live into our 

created purpose to be salt and light for the world. 

Salt is a fairly common mineral, found all over 

the world, and is pretty worthless if it is not used 

for a purpose.  The right amount of salt added to 

other food enhances the flavor of what has been 

seasoned.  Before modern refrigeration, salt was 

widely used as a food preservative, retarding 

spoilage so food could be eaten during times of 

scarcity.  Salt is also very durable under extreme 

heat.  It takes nearly 1500 degrees (F) to melt or 

vaporize salt. 

Similarly, light is a very common form of energy 

that has a multitude of purposes.  Light helps us 

see things that might trip us up in the dark.  

Light exposes things that are hidden, especially 

things that prefer to stay hidden.  If light wasn’t 

so important to our lives, we wouldn’t have 

invented so many ways to maintain light to cut 

through darkness. 

Jesus message about salt and light is a rallying 

cry for us to live into our created purpose as 

children of God.  Just as salt does not seek its 

purpose by salting itself, and light has no value if 

it doesn’t illuminate something, the children of 

God have no purpose if not to bring flavor to the 

lives of others, or to shine light in places where 

darkness is prevalent. 

We do a disservice to the gospel when this 

passage is misinterpreted as a call to become 

something we are not.  When we twist Jesus 

words and claim that we should be salt and light, 

we are saying to people that we need to save 

ourselves before we enter the business of saving 

others.  This is the very teaching that the 

Lutheran Reformation movement sought to 

change in the church.  We cannot save ourselves 

– not by any effort to become other than who we 

already are – claimed and loved as God’s own 

children – salt of the earth and light of the world. 

Only with that assurance – that we are already 

all that we need to be – can we then live into our 

purpose as disciples of Jesus Christ – to go out 

into the world – for the sake of others – to give it 

the flavor of the gospel of grace and shine the 

light of God’s love for all the world know that 

they too are already the salt of the earth and the 

light of the world. 

+ Pastor John + 

You ARE 
Salt 

And Light 
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Emmanuel 
Nurtures ! 

 “A Different Kind of 
Sunday School” 

These Sunday’s KIDS are smiling 
because they learned about how they 
could “toss away” all their worries on 
Jesus because Jesus loves and cares 
for them. 
 

Just one of the many ways in which 
SUNDAY’s KIDS are learning about 
how God blesses us as they grow into 
mighty people of faith  

Sundays at 10 AM 
You don’t want to miss 
SUNDAY’s KIDS ! 

Children and Youth 
Ministries at Emmanuel 

Next Event,  
Friday, March 3rd   

6PM – 8PM 
Game Night at 

Emmanuel 

We’ll update you with plans 
once they are finalized. 

For middle and high school youth. 
Fun – Faith – Friends  

Every First Friday of the month! 

Contact Amanda Higgins  
for details. 

Mark your calendars  
for upcoming “First Friday” events: 

March 3   
April 14* (2nd Friday) 

May 5 
June 2 
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Emmanuel 
Nurtures !.  

+ For our Bishop, Rev. Patricia Davenport   

  and her staff.  For Bishop Elizabeth Eaton  

  and the ELCA Churchwide staff. 

+ For the church to live into Jesus vision of being the 

  light of the world and the salt of the earth. 

+ For those who continue to suffer the effects of 

  Covid-19, and other respiratory viruses and e

  specially for healing of those hospitalized. 

+ For an end to the war in the Ukraine and for both 

  sides to resolve to live peacefully in the future.  

  For help to those who have lost so much  

  during the war. 

+ In thanksgiving for exceeding our goal in raising 

  $18,000 to build desks for students in Honduras 

  and to help relieve suffering in other ways. 

+ For a solution to homelessness in our community 

  and for the 600+ people who are now homeless 

  in Montgomery County.  May shelter be found as 

  the weather turns colder. 

+ In thanksgiving for the Broad St Grind  

  and other businesses that are revitalizing  

  our community and commit to giving back  

  to help serve those in need. 

+ In thanksgiving for God’s guiding spirit and 

  providence as we continue the work being 

  done through the E-Meal and Bread Drop 

  Ministries – and for the volunteers, donors 

  and partners that give so much so that people 

  don’t go hungry. 

For Members Serving in the Military 

Philip Coll – if you want to send a message, letter, or 

a care package to Phil, please contact Kathleen Coll 

For our Homebound Members 

Helen De Turk 

Betty Frese 

Louella Gehringer 

Faye Landis 

Dorothy Rodemer 

Faye Wetzel 

 

For Health and Healing 

Members of Emmanuel 

The Becker Family 

Anthony Campolei  

Elaine Cash 

Bill Darragh 

Marilyn Detwiler 

Lester Hallman 

Floyd Yothers  

Ruth Yothers 

For Friends of Emmanuel 
Erin Bauer (friend of Alison Laird) 

John Becker Sr. (Kathy Becker’s father-in-law) 

Dennis Beer (friend of the Kulps)  

Craig Benner (Vanessa Benner’s father-in-law) 

Frank Birchill (E-Meal client) 

Lee Bruder (friend of the Koinonia Group) 

Josh Butler (friend of the Mc Elwees) 

Luca Condo (friend of Ruth Miller) 

Alicia and Mike Daniels (friends of Julie Freed) 

Lou Farrell (Director of Bread Drop Ministries) 

Helen Freed (Evan Freed’s Grandmother) 

Sharon and John Garner (Jen Casta’s Parents) 

Collins Gibson (Grandniece of Rev. Serena Sellers) 

Sabrina Haap (Ruth Miller’s Niece)  

Eric Heckler (Grandson of Gloria & Gerry Heckler) 

Mary Rose Himes (friend of Pastor John) 

Juliet Himes (Mary Rose’s daughter) 

Deborah Holcombe (Pastor John’s Sister in Law) 

Charlotte Hunsberger (Friend of Pastor John) 

Tammy Houston (sister of MCIU teacher, Miss Sharon) 

Ed Ianarelli (friend of the Harubins) 

Alan Keel (friend of Caren and Doug Landis) 

Tom Krupp (Friend of the Beckers) 

Hildegard Lamparter (Mother of Priscilla Lamparter) 

Ella Grace Lankford (Friend of the Blaichs) 

Valerie Landis (daughter-in-law of Caren and Doug Landis) 

Bill Marley (Juanita Marley’s husband) 

Christopher Marley (Son of Juanita Marley) 

Ed Natali (David’s Brother) 

Katie Parsons (Friend of the McElwees) 

Alayna Pagano (Friend of Jane Vogel) 

Connie Petrie (Friend of the Harubins) 

Patrick Family (Friends of Julie Freed) 

Christine and Jack Quigg (Friends of the Crouthamels) 

Alicia Ranberg (Friend of the Crouthamels) 

Ari Richter (Friend of Caren and Doug Landis) 

Stewart Schrauger (Julie Freed’s Brother)  

Michael Smith (friend of Cheryl Starke)  
Eleanor Steinhilber (friend of Ruth Miller) 

Kristen Wheary (Christman’s granddaughter) 

 

Please help us manage the prayer list by letting us know when 

God has granted healing and wholeness so we can rejoice and 

remove a name that no longer needs to be especially 

recognized.  
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Emmanuel 
Nurtures ! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Next Meeting 

Monday, 

February 20, - 7PM 

“Beyond the Crashing 

Waves” – Lily Mirren 

Join the ladies of Emmanuel for fun conversation 

and fellowship – and always a good read! 

For information, e-mail Mary Anne Morral 

morral@verizon.net 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Knitters and Crocheters  

“Come and gather  
to make shawls  

for those in need 

of comfort.” 

Next Meeting:  

February 5 – 1PM 

And every first Sunday of the month 

In Emmanuel’s Parlor  
Instruction available for all who are interested. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 

 

First and Third 

Sundays 

Starting at 9AM 

In Emmanuel’s Parlor 

Upcoming Topics 

February 5 – The Spirit Transforms 

(Galatians 5:13-26) 

February 19 – The Spirit Influences 

(Ephesians 5: 15-21) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcing  
a Special Event 

Beer and Hymn Night 
At Broad St. Grind 

Sunday, Feb. 19 
5PM – 8PM 

Free Admission 
Beer and Food  

Available for a Cost 
 

 

 On Facebook 

Mon-Sat 8AM 

“Stay 
Connected  

to God’s Word” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:morral@verizon.net
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Emmanuel 
Serves !  
 

  Emmanuel E-Meal Update 

335,000 Meals “Handed Up” 

Thanks be to GOD! 

Last Saturday, two of our newest team of super-

volunteers, Gwen and Wyatt, changed the sign 

out front to mark 332,000 meals “handed up” on 

a day that we distributed over 2,800 meals to 

neighbors in need continuing the sharp increases 

we’ve seen in recent weeks.  By the time the 

bulletin is published, we expect the total number 

will climb to over 335,000 

 To help keep up 

with the need, we 

took our second trip 

this month out to 

Blessings of Hope 

in Lancaster, PA 

and brought back 2 

SUV-loads of food, 

including whole 

roasting chickens, brussels sprouts, green beans, 

gluten-free granola, snack packs, yogurt and 

more. All this for just 25 cents per lb., no matter 

what we can find and come home with.  We now 

have secured 8 semi-monthly sponsorships for 

our Blessings of Hope program, taking us 

through April to keep our pantry stocked. 

 

**Thank you to last week’s donations to 

sponsor future Blessings of Hope pickups** 

Vicki Mastro 

Mary Anne and Bill Morral – in memory 

of Ruth Morral and Charles Heckler 

Elaine and Edward Cash (2) – in memory 

of Ruth Morral 

 

 

 

 

 

I wish all of you a Blessed New Year and pray that 

we can continue to do our very best in God’s name 

to make sure nobody goes hungry in the Indian 

Valley. 

+ Pastor John + 

 

 

 

 

 

E-Meal Volunteers Are Needed! 

Please take time today and sign up to 

volunteer.  Dates are available through  

June 30, 2023   Signing up is easy.   

Click the following link to sign up. 

https://rb.gy/47vkgh 

 

E-Meal Donations Are Needed! 

And, if you can support the E-Meal ministry 

financially, please click here for a link to do 

so easily and securely: 

Online Giving to Emmanuel 

(bit.ly/3iRyXn2)  

Emmanuel E-Meal Sponsorship 

Semi-Monthly Blessings of Hope Pick Up 

 

I/We will sponsor _____ pickups at 

Blessings of Hope at a cost of $300 each. 

Total Donation $______ 

         Check enclosed.        Online Donation 

 

I am dedicating this sponsorship in honor of/ 

 memory of _________________________ 

___________________________________ 

 
Sponsor:  _________________________________ 

 

Date:  ____________________________________ 

https://rb.gy/47vkgh
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRn6TMsZ0yxcJ_vcjUQ1TuYuhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouVUxyeQIxAkg8B2zFjJAko4=&ver=3
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Emmanuel 
Reaches Out ! 

 
 

 

24 SPOTS LEFT – 
 CLICK HERE  

TO SIGN UP TODAY 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=Emmanuel
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Emmanuel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

Contact Us: 

69 W. Broad Street • Souderton, PA 18964 

Church Telephone: 215-723-7514 

Email:  Emmanuel@emmanuellutheranchurch.net  

Website:  www.elcsouderton.org 

Facebook.com/EmmanuelSouderton  

Church Staff 

Reverend John T. Heidgerd, Pastor 

Mobile Phone: 914-275-3106 

Email Address: jheidgerd@gmail.com  

Ann Marie Heidgerd – E-Meal Coordinator 

Rev. Richard G. Miller, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 

Marlene H. Natali, Parish Deacon 

Michael Shoemaker, Facilities Manager 

Patricia Shoemaker, Parish Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

What’s Happening @ Emmanuel 

2/5/23 – 2/12/23 
 

Sun 
2/5 

  

  

  9:00 AM 

10:00 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

  1:00 PM 

Fifth Sunday  

After the Epiphany 

Adult Discussion Forum 

Worship Service 

Sunday’s KIDS 

Coffee Hour 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Mon 

2/8 

  8:00 AM 

10:30 AM – 1PM 

   8:00 PM 

Morning GodCast 

E-Meal Distribution 

AA Group 

Tue 

2/7 

   8:00 AM 

 10:00 AM – Noon 

 10:30 AM – 1PM 

Morning GodCast 

Upper Bucks’ Pastors Meeting 

E-Meal Distribution 

Wed 
2/8 

   8:00 AM 
10:30 AM – 1PM 

   5:30 PM 

   7:00 PM 

Morning GodCast 
E-Meal Distribution 

Bushi Karate 

Church Council Meeting 

Thu 

2/9 

      8:00 AM 

   10:30 AM – 1PM 

      5:30 PM 

Morning GodCast 

E-Meal Distribution 

Bushi Karate 

Fri 
2/10 

    8:00 AM 
   10:30 AM – 1PM 

 

Morning GodCast 
E-Meal Distribution 

Sat 
2/11 

  8:00 AM 
10:30 AM – 1 PM    

Morning GodCast 

E-Meal Distribution 

Sun 

2/12 

  

 

 
10:00 AM 

10:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

Sixth Sunday After the Epiphany 

Agape (Love) Sunday 

 

Worship Service 

Sunday’s KIDS 

Coffee Hour 

 

Current Sunday Schedule  

Adult Discussion Forum – 9:00 AM 

*First and Third Sundays* 

Online and In-Person Worship – 10:00 AM 

Sunday’s KIDS – 10:00 AM 

Coffee Hour – 11:00 AM 

 

Today’s bulletins are sponsored 

 in Thanksgiving to God 

 by Bette and Merril Christman 

 

E-Meal Volunteers 

Please sign up online 

https://rb.gy/47vkgh 

 

mailto:Emmanuel@emmanuellutheranchurch.net
http://www.elcsouderton.org/
mailto:jheidgerd@gmail.com
https://rb.gy/47vkgh
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